
What is Civil Partnership?
The Civil Partnership Act allows same - sex couple to make a 
formal, legal commitment to each other by registering a civil 
partnership.

Who is Eligible to 
Register a Civil Partnership?
Two people who are:

•  Of the same sex

•  Over 18 (able to provide evidence of consent if 16 or 17)

•  Not in an existing Civil Partnership or marriage

•  Not related to each within the prohibited degrees of   
 relationship

How would people register?
Couples would give notice of intention to register at a register 
office, and could sign the civil partnership register 15 days later.

What happens at a 
Civil Partnership Registration?
The Civil Partnership Register is signed by the couple in the 
presence of a Civil Partnership Register and two witnesses.

A ceremony may be arranged in addition to the signing  
if wished.

Where can I 
register my Civil Partnership?
•  At any Register Office in England or Wales

•  At any venue in England and Wales that has been   
 approved for Civil Partnership or marriage

These may be Council owned or private venues such as hotels.

What do I do now to 
arrange a Civil Partnership?
Think about where you would like to hold your Civil 
Partnership registration.

Decide if you would like to include a ceremony. See Civil 
Partnership Ceremony leaflet.

You and your partner will need to contact a Register Office in 
the local authority that you have resided in for a least 7 days, 
to complete the legal formalities.

There will be a 15 day waiting period once each person 
has given notice of intention to register, before the Civil 
Partnership can be registered.

For more information and current fees please visit our website 
at www.wiltshire.gov.uk

To Arrange a 
Civil Partnership
For further enquiries please contact:

Wiltshire County Council
County Hall
Bythesea Road 
Trowbridge 
BA14 8JN 

Tel: 01225 713000 
Email: customercare@wiltshire.gov.uk
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