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Executive Summary 

This document summarises the current situation relating to the quality of the air in 
Wiltshire.  The report has been completed by the Environmental Protection Team.  
 
The document summarises all the air quality monitoring carried out by the council 
across the county, but the purpose of the report is not to offer the detail of the 
Updating and Screening Assessment Reports. However, if the Progress Report 
identifies the risk of exceedence of an Air Quality Objective, the Local Authority (LA) 
should undertake a Detailed Assessment immediately, and not wait until the next 
round of Review and Assessment. 
 
The report concludes that Detailed Assessments will have to be undertaken for 
Curzon Street and New Road in Calne, and further streets around the centre of 
Devizes (Melbourne Place, Northgate Street, Estcourt Street, New Park Street and St 
James Place). These are areas that have been identified as a result of the review of 
monitoring locations at the end of 2009. 
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1 Introduction 

 

1.1 Description of Local Authority Area 

Wiltshire Councilôs administrative area takes in the whole of the county of Wiltshire 
with the exception of Swindon, a unitary authority in its own right.  The county is 
roughly rectangular and approximately 45 miles north/ south and 33 miles east/ west 
 
The majority of the county is rural in nature, taking in the world heritage sites, 
Stonehenge and Avebury. Salisbury plain dominates the southern portion of the 
county and large tracts are utilised by the military for their manoeuvres.  Much of the 
area enjoys the protection of special designations such as SSIs, scheduled ancient 
monuments and National Park. 
 
The administrative headquarters of Wiltshire are situated in Trowbridge. There are 
many small settlements and towns across Wiltshire, the largest urban concentrations 
are in Salisbury, Devizes, Chippenham, Malmesbury, Melksham, Warminster and 
Westbury. 
 
The main sources of pollutants of concern are road vehicles. Wiltshire has a number 
of market towns with narrow streets and comparatively tall buildings (3-4 stories) 
which in many cases are direct onto the street, giving rise to canyon effects that 
inhibit pollutant dispersal. Added to this we are a popular tourist destination which 
contributes to summer congestion and Wiltshireôs topography is not flat. This is a 
factor in some locations that fail to meet an objective as goods vehicles must stop/ 
start as they progress up hill. 
 

1.2 Purpose of Progress Report 

Progress Reports are required in the intervening years between the three-yearly 
Updating and Screening Assessment reports. Their purpose is to maintain continuity 
in the Local Air Quality Management process.  
 
They are not intended to be as detailed as Updating and Screening Assessment 
Reports. However, if the Progress Report identifies the risk of exceedence of an Air 
Quality Objective, the Local Authority (LA) should undertake a Detailed Assessment 
immediately, and not wait until the next round of Review and Assessment. 
 

1.3 Air Quality Objectives 

The air quality objectives applicable to Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) in 
England are set out in the Air Quality (England) Regulations 2000 (SI 928), and the 
Air Quality (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2002 (SI 3043). They are shown in 
Table 1.1. This table shows the objectives in units of microgrammes per cubic metre 

mg/m3 (for carbon monoxide the units used are milligrammes per cubic metre, 



30th April 2011                                                                 Wiltshire Council 

2011 Progress Report 10 

mg/m3). Table1.1. includes the number of permitted exceedences in any given year 
(where applicable).  
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Table 1.1  Air Quality Objectives included in Regulations for the purpose of 
Local Air Quality Management in England. 

 

Pollutant 

 

 Date to be 
achieved by Concentration Measured as 

Benzene 

 

16.25 µg/m3 Running annual 
mean 

31.12.2003 

5.00 µg/m3 Annual mean 31.12.2010 

1,3-Butadiene 2.25 µg/m3 Running annual 
mean 

31.12.2003 

Carbon monoxide 10.0 mg/m3 Maximum daily 
running 8-hour 
mean 

31.12.2003 

Lead 0.5  µg/m3 Annual mean 31.12.2004 

0.25  µg/m3 Annual mean 31.12.2008 

Nitrogen dioxide 200  µg/m3 not to be 
exceeded more than 
18 times a year 

1-hour mean 

 

31.12.2005 

 

40  µg/m3 Annual mean 31.12.2005 

Particles (PM10) 
(gravimetric) 

 

50  µg/m3, not to be 
exceeded more than 
35 times a year 

24-hour mean 

 

 

31.12.2004 

 

 

40  µg/m3 Annual mean 31.12.2004 

Sulphur dioxide 350  µg/m3, not to be 
exceeded more than 
24 times a year 

1-hour mean 
 

31.12.2004 
 

125  µg/m3, not to be 
exceeded more than 
3 times a year 

24-hour mean 

 

31.12.2004 

 

266  µg/m3, not to be 
exceeded more than 
35 times a year 

15-minute mean 31.12.2005 
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1.4 Summary of Previous Review and Assessments 

Each of the 4 local authorities formerly operating within the new Wiltshire Council 
area had completed all Updating and Screening Assessments and Progress Reports 
as part of the Review and Assessment of Air Quality as required by the legislation. 
Reports from each of the 4 former District Councils and Wiltshire Council Reports  
can be viewed at: 
 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/environmentandplanning/publicprotection/pollutionandnoi
se/airandwaterpollution/airquality/airqualityreportsandsummaries.htm  
 
The 2010 Progress Report concluded that detailed assessments were required for 
Marlborough and Devizes and that existing AQMA boundaries did not require any 
changes. 
 
 
Figure 1.1 Map of AQMA Boundary Salisbury City Centre 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/environmentandplanning/publicprotection/pollutionandnoise/airandwaterpollution/airquality/airqualityreportsandsummaries.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/environmentandplanning/publicprotection/pollutionandnoise/airandwaterpollution/airquality/airqualityreportsandsummaries.htm
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Fig 1.2 Map of AQMA Boundary Shanes Castle (Devizes)  
 

 
 
Fig 1.3 Map of AQMA Boundary Bradford on Avon AQMA 
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Fig 1.4  Map of AQMA Boundary Westbury  
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2 New Monitoring Data 

2.1 Summary of Monitoring Undertaken 

2.1.1 Automatic Monitoring Sites  

Set out below are a series of maps detailing the location of all Wiltshire Councilôs air 
quality continuous monitoring stations: 
 
 
Figure 2.1 Map of Automatic Monitoring Site, Bridge Street, Salisbury 
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Figure 2.2 Map of Automatic Monitoring site, Exeter Street, Salisbury 

 
Figure 2.3 Map of Automatic �0�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���V�L�W�H�����6�W���0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W�¶�V���6�W�U�H�H�W�����%�U�D�G�I�R�U�G���2�Q��
Avon 

 

 


































































































