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The Draft RSS for the South West is intended to replace the existing Regional
Planning Guidance for the South West. It outlines sub-regional policy and
guidance for the environment, housing, transport and the economy and
employment. Developments relevant to the HRA include:

Growth of employment and housing at Strategically Significant Cities and
Towns (SSCTs):
increase in jobs by 32,000 over plan period. Average
annual increase of 1,750 dwelling. 12,000 dwellings at strategic
urban extension. (34,000 houses in the Borough by 2026).
increase in 6,300 jobs and average housing provision
of 225 dwellings per annum.
3 allow for 11,700 jobs and average housing provision of
250 dwellings per annum.
provision for 13,500 jobs and average housing provision of
250 dwellings per annum.
increase by 20,200 jobs over plan period and average housing
provision of 375 dwellings per annum.

Transport Developments to include:
Development of the A303/A358 as a strategic route.
Promotion of strategic network for HGV as opposed to country
routes.

A target of installed electricity generating capacity (MWe) from a range of
onshore renewable technologies:

Wiltshire — 65-85

Gloucestershire — 40-50

Housing and employment growth may lead to
increased transport movements - the potential for
in-combination effect is greater where housing
sites are in proximity to Natura 2000 sites.

Water abstraction for expanding communities
may affect groundwater and surface water
locally and more widely.

The HRA report for the Draft South West RSS
indicated that both the Avon Valley SPA and the
River Avon SAC suffered from over abstraction
and flooding incidents.

New communities require increased infrastructure
- potential for land take, pollution increase,
disturbance/ severance of habitats and species.
Growth in requirement for waste management/
transport disposal from new communities and
businesses has the potential to increase pollution,
and introduce land take issues.

Recreation pressures may result from housing
developments near/ adjacent to Natura 2000
sites.
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Somerset - 61-81

The Panel Report on the RSS (Jan 08) notes the need for cooperation across
administrative boundaries to address the requirements of the Habitats
Directive.
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1. 2

Provides the Development Framework for Salisbury — the Salisbury Adopted
Local Plan policies have been saved until the Local Development Framework
documents become current.

The Local Plan concentrates ( at and

and allows for the provision of employment land in Salisbury and
Amesbury of approx 62 has, this includes a minor provision of land (5ha)
within the Porton Down SPA.

( is also concentrated in (70%)
of approximately 5500 dwellings during the plan period (1991- 2011).
Remaining allocations of smaller scale at identified settlements (Laverstock,
Downton, Durrington, Mere, Wilton).

The land at Amesbury is adjacent to the Salisbury Plain SAC/ SPA designation.
The SA Scoping Report of the Salisbury District Council LDF includes SA
objectives to specifically protect designated areas and notes the need for
development plans to take account of, and where necessary including

buffer zones around designated areas.

The specific sensitivity of the River Avon SAC is also noted.

Housing and employment growth may lead to
increased transport movements - the potential for
in-combination effect is greater where housing/
employment sites are in proximity to Natura 2000
sites particularly around Amesbury and Porton
Down.

Water abstraction for expanding communities
may affect groundwater and surface water
locally and more widely.

New communities require increased infrastructure
- potential for land take, pollution increase,
disturbance/ severance of habitats and species.
Growth in requirement for waste management/
transport disposal from new communities and
businesses has the potential to increase pollution,
and introduce land take issues.

Recreation pressures may result from housing
developments near/ adjacent to Natura 2000
sites. Porton Down and Salisbury Plain Natura 2000
sites are in close proximity — the local plan
recognises the need to manage these sensitivities.
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The Draft SW RSS requires employment growth of between 26,000 and 32,000
jobs in the Swindon Travel to work area, alongside 34,000 dwellings in the
borough by 2026. The Core Strategy aims to deliver these and extant relevant
strategies in a sustainable way.

Key issues arising from the Preferred Options:

An additional 81 ha of employment land are required from that
already allocated.

The growth in commuting on the areas road will lead to overload by
2016 without investment and change.

Housing growth: 19,000 in the urban area, 12,000 dwellings in an
urban extension to the east of the town, 2,000 in as yet unidentified
urban extensions of which 1,000 to be within North Wilts as an urban
extension, 1,000 dwellings in the rural area.

Housing and employment growth may lead to
increased transport movements - the potential for
in-combination effect is greater where housing/
employment sites are close to sites — e.g. North
Meadow and Clattinger Farm to the North West
of Swindon.

Water abstraction for expanding communities
may affect groundwater and surface water
locally and more widely and is relevant to the
North Meadow SAC.

New communities require increased infrastructure
- potential for land take, pollution increase,
disturbance/ severance of habitats and species.
Growth in requirement for waste management/
transport disposal from new communities and
businesses has the potential to increase pollution,
and introduce land take issues.

Recreation pressures may result from housing
developments near/ adjacent to Natura 2000
sites leading to disturbance effects/ increase in
litter.
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All the policies (exceptions noted 27 Sept 07) within the West Wiltshire District
Plan 1st Alteration have been saved and continue to apply in West Wiltshire.

The West Wilts Plan, which took it direction from the Wiltshire Structure Plan
2011 (to be superceded by the SW RSS in 2008) set out the following key
requirements:

14,000 additional dwellings in West Wiltshire concentrated on the
Towns of 3 ; 5 with lesser allocation
in Bradford on Avon and Warminster — including urban extensions at
Melksham and Trowbridge.
District population forecast to grow from 109,300 to 125,400.
Significant housing growth at Warminster and Bradford on Avon
avoided due to environmental constraints.
Employment land provision should aim to reduce out commuting,
provision made for 150ha - focused at 3 ;

5 as opposed to environmentally sensitive areas at
Warminster and Bradford on Avon.
Safeguarding of the land to support A350 improvements at
Westbury. Improvements to the A303 and consideration of a
Bradford on Avon bypass.
Re-opening of rural rail stations (Staverton, Codford) and a possible
new facility at Trowbridge White Horse Business Park.

Housing and employment growth may lead to
increased transport movements - the potential for
in-combination effect is greater where housing/
employment sites are close to sites. Wilts policies
explicitly avoid environmentally sensitive areas
(Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC and
Salisbury Plain SAC).

Water abstraction for expanding communities
may affect groundwater and surface water
locally and more widely.

New communities require increased infrastructure
- potential for land take, pollution increase,
disturbance/ severance of habitats and species.
Growth in requirement for waste management/
transport disposal from new communities and
businesses has the potential to increase pollution,
and introduce land take issues.

Recreation pressures may result from housing
developments near/ adjacent to Natura 2000
sites however potential impacts lessened by focus
on existing urban areas (Trowbridge, Melksham)
away from sites with recreational sensitivities.
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In March 207 Kennet consulted on four issues papers (housing, environment,
economic issues and community issues) to inform the core strategy. The key
issues arising from the Issues paper relevant to the HRA include:

Housing and employment growth may lead to
increased transport movements - the potential for

Most of Kennet’s 159ha of employment landisin* (> (55%) the
rest is distributed between Marlborough, Pewsey,
Tidworth/Ludgershall and rural locations. Around 6.9 ha is required
to meet new demand.

The Draft RSS states an annual requirement of 250 homes per annum
within Kennet.

The district has averaged an annual build of 314 dwelling (1991-2006)
of which* (> hasreceived 46%.

Kennet’s SA Scoping Report (July 2006) notes the need for Kennet to
consider Habitat Regulations Assessment for strategic development
options given the number of desighated sites in the area.

in-combination effect is greater where housing/
employment sites are close to sites. Wilts policies
explicitly avoid environmentally sensitive areas
(Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC and
Salisbury Plain SAC).

Water abstraction for expanding communities
may affect groundwater and surface water
locally and more widely.

New communities require increased infrastructure
- potential for land take, pollution increase,
disturbance/ severance of habitats and species.
Growth in requirement for waste management/
transport disposal from new communities and
businesses has the potential to increase pollution,
and introduce land take issues.

Recreation pressures may result from housing
developments near/ adjacent to Natura 2000
sites however potential impacts lessened by focus
on existing urban areas (Devizes, Marlborough)
away from sites with recreational sensitivities.
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The North Wiltshire District Council Core Strategy second consultation presents
detail on the direction of future growth within individual settlements, the
development control policies that will apply, options for settiement
hierarchies, how the places of North Wilts will look by 2026.

Key issues of relevance for the HRA include;

Development (retailing) to be focused on and the
towns of ; ; .
Chippenham an average housing completion rate of 225 dwellings
per annum.

The provision of 6,3000 jobs within the Chippenham travel to work
area - as required by the Draft SW RSS. Assumption of at least 12ha
of additional employment land in the plan period.

Development in and around ) 5will only be
permitted where it can be demonstrated that irreversible damage
to the environment is avoided.

Provision for approximately 10,000 dwellings (4,500 Chippenham,
1,000 Western Swindon, 4,500 elsewhere).

SACS are considered as Special Policy Areas and development
must be consistent with and protect the designation — proposed
core policy.

Housing and employment growth may lead to
increased transport movements - the potential for
in-combination effect is greater where housing/
employment sites are close to sites. Core policies
recognise statutory protections — in particular in
relation to North Meadow and Clattinger Farm.
Water abstraction for expanding communities
may affect groundwater and surface water
locally and more widely.

New communities require increased infrastructure
- potential for land take, pollution increase,
disturbance/ severance of habitats and species.
Growth in requirement for waste management/
transport disposal from new communities and
businesses has the potential to increase pollution,
and introduce land take issues.

Recreation pressures may result from housing
developments near/ adjacent to Natura 2000
sites however, the proposed development in
North Wilts not proximal to key designations
considered in this HRA.
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The Joint Minerals and Waste Development Framework (JMWDF) has been
prepared by the Berkshire Joint Strategic Planning Unit to cover the six Unitary
Authorities that serve the area.

The Preferred Option seeks to:

Site waste facilities in urban locations to the + 5 , with
transfer and treatment facilities in the west - in each case making
use of urban or previously developed sites where available.

Landfill opportunities in the western area are restricted due to
aquifer protection zone, therefore, potential new capacity will be
focused in the east.

80% of Berkshire to the west of Reading is designated AONB - limiting
choices for waste facilities and placing constraints on minerals
working.

Berkshire’s main mineral resources are sand and gravel, clay and
chalk.

Preferred areas for sand and gravel extraction are to be identified
through the Minerals and Waste DPD (although will relate to existing
riverine deposits). Soft sand deposits are too variable for preferred
areas to be defined — an upper limit on sand extraction from the
AONB 150,000 tonnes exists with future focus on proposals away from
current areas of working but within the Reading Formation.

Scoping work for HRA is underway in relation to the JMWDF.

The potential for increased transport and
associated impacts/ pollution incidents from
Berkshire waste sites is extremely unlikely due to
the focus of the strategy on urban areas in the
east of the County - a significant distance from
Wiltshire’s designated sites.

A similar approach is proposed in Wiltshire’s Waste
Core Strategy which further serves to prevent in-
combination effects as activity will be
concentrated in urban areas distant from
designated sites.

Minerals workings within Berkshire are constrained
by SAC designations within the County boundary
and include sites screened out by this HRA.
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The Minerals and Waste Development Framework provides a basis for policy
and strategy in the lower level development plan documents. The preferred
options seek to:

Locate waste facilities and on
previously developed land. Greenfield sites will be considered in the
context of national policy.

Cross boundary transfer of waste will be accommodated -
principally relates to London.

Oxfordshire needs to make provision for 1.82 million tones of sand
and gravel and 1.0 million tones of crushed rock from local won
sources over the plan period (to 2026).

Sharp sand and gravel to continue in the existing resource area of

H&t , hew working areas to be sought in Southern
Oxfordshire outside the AONB. Options for soft sand working are all
within the CH&

Crushed rock extraction to focus in the Witney - Burford area (South
of A40) and the area east/northeast of Woodstock/ Chipping
Norton.

The Preferred Options note the need for HRA scoping with regard to
SAC sites in Oxfordshire and these proposed minerals working.

Oxfordshire’s focus on self sufficiency in waste
and a strategy approach that mirrors
neighbouring counties (focusing major waste
facilities in urban areas and at existing locations)
means that adverse impacts on designated sites
are extremely unlikely. There are no sites
screened into the HRA for which in-combination
impacts are likely.

The sand and rock extraction areas for
Oxfordshire are on the north east boundary of
Swindon and relatively close to the Cotswold
water park. This has the potential for in-
combination effects on North Meadow and
Clattinger Farm, as a result of increased threats to
hydrology.
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Gloucestershire’s Waste Core Strategy is currently at Preferred Options Stage.
The Gloucestershire approach mirrors
neighbouring counties in focusing waste near

Consultation has taken place on a centralised and dispersed spatial source and making use of existing facilities.
strategy for waste locations. Policies to avoid internationally Screening has not identified likely significant
desighated sites are proposed. effects from Waste facilities — although

An Appropriate Assessment Screening of the Preferred Options acknowledges that Appropriate Assessment for
identified 5 + t of the policies of the N2K sites. North Meadow may be necessary when site
Uncertainties were identified for ten of the preferred options. The AA locations are known.

noted that this may require dropping the option, modifying the
option or modifying/mitigating the option at the site allocations
stage of the DPD.

For North Meadow and Clattinger Farm (SAC) the AA identified
uncertainties for three of the preferred options. These three options
were related to the use of a criteria based approach on a case by
case basis (for composting and recycling facilities), using a broad
area of search for sites for strategic waste facilities and the location
of hazardous waste facilities.

Additionally, the AA highlighted that there may potentially be ‘in-
combination’ effects on North Meadow and Clattinger Farm as a
result of other plans and projects.

Gloucestershire is currently consulting on the preferred options for the The two locational options for sand and gravel
Minerals Core Strategy (31 Jan 08 — 12 March 08). extraction include proposed extraction in the
A number of options for sand and gravel extraction are considered. Upper Thames Valley resource zone.
1.1 3 @ ( @ ;2.1 There is potential for in-combination effects with
3 @ ? A the Wiltshire Core Strategy on North Meadow and
Options for crushed rock provision are split between the Forest of Clattinger Farm, as a result of increased threats to
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Dean and Gloucestershire with possible supply from North Somerset/ hydrology.
Somerset if a more strategic sub regional approach is taken.

An Appropriate Assessment Screening of the Preferred Options
identified 5 + t of the policies of the N2K sites.
Uncertainties were identified for eight of the preferred options. The
AA noted that this may require dropping the option, modifying the
option or modifying/mitigating the option at the site allocations
stage of the DPD.

For North Meadow and Clattinger Farm (SAC) the AA identified
uncertainties for four of the preferred options. These four options
were all related to sand and gravel apportionment.

Additionally, the AA highlighted that there may potentially be ‘in-
combination’ effects on North Meadow and Clattinger Farm as a
result of other plans and projects.
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The Issues and Option document is currently considering:.
The best strategy for waste management, where waste
management sites should be located, and the most appropriate
ways of managing waste. Issues and options reflect approaches by
neighbouring authorities focusing on: managing waste proximal to
source, using existing facilities, promoting the waste hierarchy,
supporting more innovative mechanisms to manage waste
sustainably and avoiding harm to designated sites. The I&O
document also notes the implications for climate change. The Plan
does not specify locations for waste sites in Somerset.

Policy M3 currently prohibits minerals workings where they are likely
to harm the integrity of a European site.
Mineral consultation areas have safeguarded minerals resource and
the main extraction areas for crushed rock are focused in the

$

The 1&0s presented recognise potential negative
environmental impacts from waste sites and
include specific commitments to avoid waste
management development in areas where it
would have a negative impact upon a site
identified as being of International or National
environmental importance. More specific
potential in-combination impacts (beyond those
generically identified at screening) cannot be
explored in absence of specific waste locations.

The minerals plan also currently provides strong
policy protection for European Sites.
In-combination impacts from minerals workings in
Somerset are unlikely due to the distance of the
main resource area (West Mendips) from the
Wiltshire county boundary/ mineral sites — and
SACs being assessed.
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The adopted Waste Plan has been saved.

The extant Waste Local Plan sets a policy framework for waste
management based on principles of self sufficiency, proximity, the
waste hierarchy and the best practicable environmental option.
Policies recognise the senisitivities of designated sites and note the
need for waste developments to determine no adverse effects on
integrity.
Site selection follows established methodologies focusing on
existing sites, industrial and brownfield land. Preferred sites are in

* 0 5; ; * 0D

A

The Minerals Core Strategy sets the principles and general location for
minerals working in the countyA
The RSS requires Dorset to provide 36.35 million tonnes of sand and
gravel and 7.7 million tonnes of crushed rock over the plan period.
Dorset has a diverse range of mineral resources including: Purbeck
and Portland Stone, Ball Clay, sand and gravels, common clays,
other building stones, chalk and hydrocarbons.
These mineral resources are predominantly found and worked in the
+ ; and in each case resource zones are
not in close proximity to the Wiltshire County boundary or the SACs
under consideration as part of this HRA.

Preferred locations for strategic waste sites in
Dorset are distant from the Wiltshire boundary and
are extremely unlikely to produce in-combination
effects at SAC sites under consideration for this
HRA.

In-combination impacts from minerals workings in
Dorset are unlikely due to the distance of the key/
strategic sites (Purbeck, Portland) from the
Wiltshire county boundary/ mineral sites — and
SACs being assessed.
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The strategy sets a spatial vision for future minerals and waste planning in
Hampshire.

The strategy notes the need to provide: new recycling and composting sites
to handle 1 million tones of municipal, commercial and industrial waste; new
recovery and treatment sites for 0.5 million tones of waste, landfill sites for 4.2
million tonnes.
Hampshire has a good record recycling and composting municipal
waste, but increasing amount of commercial and industrial waste
are exported.
The county is aiming for self sufficiency by 2016.
Most waste management capacity to be on brownfield and
employment sites.
Co-location of waste and minerals where appropriate. Large
strategic sites will only be allowed in the New Forest and Downland
area of the county when they occur through windfall (brownfield
sites).
The growth areas of South Hampshire and North East Hampshire
expected to provide bulk of capacity for waste management
infrastructure.
Development Control policies explicitly prevent the location of
waste sites where they may prejudice the purpose of Natura 2000
sites.

Mineral resource areas are not located within European
designations — includes a 250m buffer.

The strategic locations for waste sites in Hampshire
are distant from the Wiltshire boundary and the
most proximal sites under consideration for this
HRA.

Given the explicit commitment to avoid placing
waste site in designated areas, it is unlikely that
impacts arising from waste management/
transport will be subject to in-combination impact
with Wiltshire and Swindon’s proposals.

The proposed mineral extraction in the South
Hampshire and Forest resource zones could lead
to potential in-combination effects with the
Wiltshire Core Strategy on the New Forest
SAC/SPA/Ramsar site and the Avon Valley
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) has been published for consultation (Oct-De07).

The plan sets out preferred areas, areas of search and safeguarded sites for
minerals extraction, landfill, aggregate recycling and rail depots as well as
the processing of marine-dredged sand and gravel.

The Hampshire Mineral Plan has been subject to Habitat Regulations
Assessment (LUC, 2007). The relevant plans review does not cover
Wiltshire Minerals plans, however the report does make
recommendations in relation to the River Avon SAC and Avon Valley
SPA/Ramsar that have also been considered as part of this HRA.

Specifically the report notes the potential for extraction of sand and
gravel in preferred areas to affect hydrology in the area, and the
potential for in-combination effects with nearby housing
developments (Christchurch, Bournemouth). Recommendations to
include mitigation in proposals are supported by the need for the
Local Authorities to be cognisant of Environment Agency work in
relation to the River Avon and Avon Valley catchment areas.

SPA/Ramsar site. These in-combination effects
could result from changes in hydrology, water
quality.

The HRA of the Hampshire Minerals Plan identified
potential effects on the Avon Valley from non-
physical and non-toxic contamination, biological
disturbance and changes to hydrology.

The HRA identified potential effects on the New
Forest from toxic and non-toxic contamination
and biological disturbance.

This could lead to potential in-combination
effects with the Wiltshire and Swindon Core
Strategy on the New Forest and Avon Valley.
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Presents a 5 year strategy for
transport in Swindon setting
out aim, objectives actions
and targets. The plan
includes the priorities
accessibility, congestion, air
quality and road safety.

Increase road maintenance to improve road quality, increase public transport and reduce traffic flows.

Infrastructure development including links to support the North of Swindon development area -
potential for increase traffic/ access to environmentally sensitive sites to the North and North
West of Swindon (North Meadow and Clattinger Farm SAC).

Increase traffic generation & potential Site disturbance

Increase in waste

Potential impacts on air, noise and water pollution

Increased access to sites via public transport

Construction process — direct impacts and knock on effects

#

The document sets out the
long term transport strategy
for Wiltshire incorporating
such issues as tackling
congestion, delivering
accessibility, safer roads and
better air quality. It sets out
mandatory government
targets and a number of
locally relevant targets and
indicators.

Proposal for a bypass around Westbury have been prioritised and a longer term scheme involves the Brunel
Link and Harnham Relief road, both identified as providing an important intra regional function.

= Landtake and disturbance

= Construction process — direct impacts and knock on effects

= Increase in traffic, air pollution (emissions, particulates) and noise pollution

= Water contamination, pollution/ localised changes to hydrological regimes.

= Salisbury Plain SAC most proximal to bypass proposals.

= Proposed Harnham relief road crosses the Rive Nadder — which feeds the River Avon SAC.

179 WCC/SBC M&WLDDs HRA
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= West of England Partnership Joint Local Transport Plan http://www.westofengland.org/site/JointLocalTransportPlan_2867.asp
* Hampshire Local Transport Plan http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-transport/local-transport-plan.htm
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The Bristol Avon has a total catchment area of about 2220km? flowing 134kms from its source at Malmesbury to its outlet at Avonmouth.
The River basin is encircles by the Cotswold Hills, Salisbury Plain and the Mendips.

Major public water abstractions are made from ground and surface water in the Malmesbury area and across the whole of the catchment
including for Bath. By volume this public water abstraction is the greatest usage (39%). There are 338 licensed groundwater abstraction
points and 184 licensed surface water abstraction points.

Ecological quality across the catchment is good. Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC and the Salisbury Plain SAC/ SPA fall within the
boundary of the Bristol Avon.

Of the 10 management units within the catchment - the CAMS notes two, Bathford Groundwater and River Mells Groundwater, as being
‘overlicensed’ (if abstraction license holders abstract their full legal limit during low flows, the current amount of abstraction licenses may
cause an environmental impact).

$$ A_( 5 A_ (A5 ¢ $ $B-%7" -$7,D%==8E FG

The River Avon is one of the most biodiverse chalk rivers in Britain supporting habitats and species that are considered rare or threatened
on an international scale. The Hampshire Avon CAMS covers the entire catchment of the River Avon and its tributaries. The area covers
parts of Wiltshire, Hampshire and Dorset with a catchment area of approx 1700kmz2. The main tributaries are the River Nadder, River Wylye,
River Ebble and River Bourne.

There are currently 502 abstraction licenses within the CAMS area (public water supply accounts for 89.2% of usage). The river and its
ecology are currently affected by a number of factors including abstraction — there is a need to reduce the level and timing of abstraction
in the catchment to ensure the integrity of the riverine ecosystem. Importantly the chalk catchment means that groundwater abstractions
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have an impact on surface water due to the close interaction between the two water bodies. The Chalk and Upper Greensands areas of
the catchment are classified as major aquifers, they are highly productive and of regional importance for large public water supply
abstractions. Public water supply reservoirs are also downstream between Salisbury and Christchurch.

The majority of the Hampshire Avon and its tributaries form part of the Natura 2000 network. The Environment Agency is currently
establishing whether existing permissions and consents are resulting in detrimental impacts in the context of the Habitats Directive (this is a 4
stage process including appropriate assessment of permissions if necessary) due for completion in March 2008.

Wessex Water and Bournemouth and Hampshire Water are currently researching the impacts of abstraction and investigating possible
alternative sources of water in light of the know impacts of over abstraction.
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The Kennet and Pang CAMS area is in the west of the River Thames basin and river is the River Kennet. The west of the area (Swindon,
Marlborough, Avebury) is a semi-rural landscape, with agriculture the dominant land use. Chalk is the major aquifer in the catchment and
changes in the aquifer affect the chalk rivers which are baseflow fed. There are approx 500 licensed abstraction points in the CAMS area
and groundwater accounts fro 91% of abstraction points with the greatest use being for public water supply. Some of this water is
transferred to Swindon. There are nearly 700 consented discharges in the CAMS area of which the largest is for treated sewage effluent
from Reading. The Kennet and Lambourn Floodplain SAC, the River Lambourn SAC and the Kennet Valley Alderwood SAC all lie within the
CAMS area. The Environment Agency considers all licenses in terms of their potential impacts on the SACs.

Most of the rivers in the CAMS area have a high quality rating for ecological status and chemical quality and overall water quality is
generally very good. The EA is investigating the impacts of public water supply abstractions on the river environment and desighated sites.
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* *

The Vale of White Horse CAMS area is defined by the Berkshire Downs to the south and the River Thames to the north and east. It covers an
area of 874 square kilometres and includes the Rivers Ray, Cole, Ock and Key and their tributaries, together with Bydemill, Ginge and Mill
Brooks.

Several of these rivers [Ray, Cole, Ock and Ginge and Mill Brooks] are valued locally for the habitat provision for many species. Some have
associated Sites of Special Scientific Interest, such as Fernham Meadows, where good water level management is essential for the health
of the meadow. Generally, the catchment is in good health. However, river ecology would be at risk during low flows, particularly during
summer months, if all licensed abstraction were to operate at their full quantities.

There are 148 licensed water abstractions in the Vale of White Horse, with 47% of water being abstracted for public water supply. The
largest number of licences, however, are used for farming and domestic purposes. Approx 120 of the abstractions are drawn from
groundwater sources, which accounts for approximately two thirds of the total water abstracted. The major urban areas (e.g. Swindon,
Abingdon and Didcot) are experiencing significant growth and development, increasing the demand for water resources across the
catchment. Housing growth is forecast to increase significantly, which will increase demand for water in the CAMS area. The Vale of White
Horse CAMS rivers are all tributaries of the River Thames which is classed as over abstracted.
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