Strategically Significant Cities and
Towns (SSCTs)
The primary focus for development
in the South West.

Policy B: Settlements Suitable for
Locally Significant Development
Places where the bulk of housing
development outside the SSCTs
should go.

LOCAL

Policy C1: Development in Small

Towns and Villages
Small towns and villages that
independently of Policy B are
suitable for development that fits
their scale or extends the range of
services available.

Policy C2: Development in the

Countryside
Rural development to be located in
or adjacent to settlements.
Proposals put to the Secretary of State say
that 6000 new homes should be built in
Kennet between 2006 and 2026. Taking
account of houses already in the pipeline
we have to find land for about a further
1800 homes in the core strategy (during
the period up to 2021).
Points to note:
1. There are no settlements named in the
RSS in Kennet, under Policy A.
2. Which settlements would be suitable for
accepting the bulk of housing growth in
Kennet, under Policy B?
3. Which small towns and villages would
benefit from small scale local
development, under Policy C1?

Settlements Suitable for Locally
Significant Development
One important distinction between the two
categories of settlement is the scale of
development anticipated. Development in
the larger settlements should be locally
significant and contribute to the strategic
supply of housing. These places should
have or possess the potential for:z

z
z

z

a concentration of businesses &
employment;
a wide range of shopping and services;
opportunities to minimise car
dependence; and
sustainable transport modes that can be
maintained or developed.

Development in Small Towns and
Villages
The scale of development anticipated in
small towns and villages (Policy C1) is not
strategic; instead development should
support specific local needs only.
Development is appropriate if:z

z

z

z

it supports small scale economic
activity; or
it extends the range of services
available; and
does not increase traffic on local roads;
and
strengthens local communities.

It is important to stress that the majority
of new development should be directed to
those settlements suitable for locally
significant development. In settlements
suitable for small scale growth, the scale of
development should be limited to meeting
local needs only. It is not their role to
assist in accommodating a share of the
overall growth.
The remainder of this page highlights the
implications of some of the different
options for future development in Kennet.

z
z
z
z

Reinforces Devizes as main economic driver in Kennet
Maintains high level of people living and working in the town
and may reduce net in-commuting of workers
Maintain range of housing and affordability
May facilitate town centre improvements
Risk to environmental quality from impact of development
Provide funding to address congestion in short term, although
long term effects are unknown

Tidworth/Ludgershall
z

z

z

The Core Strategy would not be compatible with
the RSS if it did not recognise Devizes’ role as
the main economic driver in the District.
Devizes has seen significant growth in both open
market and affordable housing and in
employment areas in the recent past. The town
centre has benefited from that growth and the
number of people living and working locally has
remained high but there have been
consequences in terms of increased road
congestion. Even with remedial work to key
junctions, roads could exceed their capacity if
this level of growth is proposed. To
accommodate the number of houses anticipated
in the RSS Devizes would need to continue to
absorb housing at rates similar to the recent past.

Devizes and
Tidworth/Ludgershall Twin
Centres for Development

z

z

z

Continued under provision of open market housing and
affordable homes
Fails to address the imbalance between the civilian population
and the military
The poor perception of Tidworth and Ludgershall will be
difficult to change
Inability to capture and promote private investment
opportunities
Increasing disengagement with the local community leading to a
further loss of social cohesion
Protection of the environment from the impact of development

Marlborough
z
z
z

z

z

z

Focus on provision of affordable housing to meet local needs
Protects existing environmental quality
Limited release of housing land could exacerbate price
affordability problems
Limited opportunity to capture further investment in the town
centre
Limited opportunity to balance homes and jobs and reduce in
commuting for work.
Reinforces the slow growth in population and economically
active population

Potential Outcomes
z
z

z
z
z
z

z

Devizes

Builds on Devizes as main economic driver in Kennet
Maintains high level of self containment by balancing homes
and jobs
Allows for a range of housing and affordability
Facilitates the enhancement of town centre activity
Growth constrained within environmental capacity
Provide funding to address congestion and improve non car
based travel
Housing growth restricted to a scale that does not exceed road
capacity

Tidworth/Ludgershall
z

For the purpose of this exercise Tidworth and
Ludgershall are viewed as closely related
settlements with complementary roles.

z

In Tidworth /Ludgershall there are local
aspirations to create a more balanced
community. Several projects to improve local
employment opportunities, improve the retail
offer at the two centres, improve health and
leisure services and improve public transport
have been completed. Additional housing
would meet objectives to create a more
balanced community in the area, meet needs for
affordable housing, potentially increase existing
levels of self-containment and help establish the
role of the complementary settlements. If
additional civilian housing is not promoted in
Tidworth it is likely that the dominance of the
military will continue without further progress in
terms of balancing the housing market.

z

Development Directed to
Devizes, Marlborough and
Tidworth/Ludgershall

z

z
z

z

Marlborough
z

The potential outcomes for Marlborough for option 1 - B are the
same as 1 - A as in both options no new significant
development is proposed

Potential Outcomes

HAVE YOUR SAY!

Potential Outcomes
z

z

z
z
z

z
z

Pewsey

Provision of affordable housing and open market housing to
meet local needs.
Development at an appropriate scale to reinforce role as a rural
service centre
Potential impact on outstanding environmental quality
Reliance on Pewsey as a rural service centre could increase
New community based facilities could benefit from developer
contributions
Local support for existing community facilities
Stimulate rejuvenation of the village centre

Market Lavington and Larger Villages
z
z

Pewsey's principal function, and continuing
ambition, is to act as a service centre for its rural
hinterland. Pewsey does not comply with the
RSS criteria for locally significant development the concentration of jobs and services are at a
scale appropriate to a rural service centre. The
levels of development required to raise the
profile of Pewsey to a settlement that fulfils a
strategic housing role would be significant.
Improvement of its role as a rural service centre
without breaching existing development
boundaries presents a number of challenges. For
example:- the expansion of employment
opportunities; the provision of affordable housing
and improvements to the village centre. Some
local services are under threat as the population
ages and the proximity of Marlborough
influences choices of where to shop or go to
school but it does have the advantage of a main
rail link to London. Identifying Pewsey as a
settlement suitable for local development would
enable small scale housing and employment sites
to be promoted to meet local needs and could
aid the regeneration of the village centre.

Small Scale Local
Development Directed to
Pewsey and Market Lavington

z

z

Development restricted to within or adjacent to the settlement
Housing introduced through incremental change within existing
boundaries
Continued reliance on existing main centres for new homes and
jobs.
Reduced ability to maintain sustainable rural communities.

z
z

z
z
z
z

z

Reduced scale of growth and economic activity in the future.
Level of self containment may fall as number of jobs and homes
constrained
Reduced range of housing and affordability
Town centre enhancements not led by housing growth
Growth retained within environmental capacity
Limited ability to address existing congestion or improve non car
based travel
Housing could exacerbate existing congestion

Tidworth/Ludgershall
z

z

z
z

Moderate growth would not promote a better balance between
the civilian and military population.
Limited opportunity to reinforce the complementary roles of
Tidworth & Ludgershall.
Potential to increase employment opportunities and promote
private investment
Protects the environment from the impact of development.
Local ambition to increase the supply of open market homes
might only be achieved over a longer period

Marlborough
z
z
z
z

z
z
z

z

Improved range of housing and affordability.
Facilitate commercial improvements to the town centre.
Assists some limited growth in the economy and tourism
Improves levels of self containment by balancing homes and
jobs
Risk to environmental quality from development
Increased awareness that Marlborough is not a 'dormitory' town.
Increases the opportunity for community gain from
development
Risk that congestion will increase

z
z
z

completing the on-line questionnaire at www.kennet.gov.uk or
e-mail forward.planning@kennet.gov.uk or
returning the enclosed questionnaire and any other written comments to
Forward Planning & Transportation, Kennet District Council, Browfort,
Bath Road, Devizes SN10 2AT.

Mon 19th May
PEWSEY Bouverie Hall
Exhibition
12 - 5 pm
Potential Outcomes

z

z

z

z

Burbage, Collingbourne Ducis, Great Bedwyn, Great
Cheverell, Netheravon, Ramsbury, Upavon, Urchfont
and West Lavington/Littleton Pannel have a basic
range of services including a primary school, general
food shop, post office, pub, church, community hall
and recreation field. Most also have a doctors
surgery and health clinic and a journey to work bus
service. Potentially those villages with a basic range
of services could be considered as villages suitable
for local development. To comply with policies in
the RSS they need to provide a local service centre
role remote from the larger settlements. Where
these conditions exist, local development can be
directed to reinforce their function as a service
centre or support economic activity.

Comments on the SPATIAL OPTIONS FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
should be returned by Monday 16th June and can be returned by:

Wed 14th May
MARLBOROUGH,
St Peters Church, High Street
Exhibition
Public Discussion
12 - 5 pm
7 - 8.30 pm

Pewsey

Potential outcomes for Pewsey for Option 2 - B are the same as
Option 2 - A as in both options the scale of development
proposed is the same

Market Lavington

Small Scale Local
Development Directed to
Pewsey, Market Lavington and
Selected Larger Villages

All the consultation documents referred to here and in parts A and B
overleaf are available online at www.kennet.gov.uk, in the Council offices
within Devizes and in local libraries. To request further copies of the
documents please call the Forward Planning team on 01380 734872.

Tues 13th May
MARLBOROUGH,
St Peters Church, High Street
Exhibition
12 - 5 pm

z

Market Lavington, like Pewsey, has a secondary
school in addition to a basic range of services such
as local shops, doctors' surgery and small local
employment opportunities. The variety and
number of shops and employment opportunities
may be less than Pewsey but nevertheless it fulfils
a similar role. It is close to a large centre - Devizes
- which will influence people's choices about
where they shop and go to school. In the recent
past there has not been the same level of housing
growth as Pewsey due in part to a lack of suitable
land. Identifying Market Lavington as settlement
suitable for local development would enable small
scale housing and employment sites to be
promoted to meet local needs and may help
regenerate the village centre.

It is really important that we hear from as many people as possible.
Decisions made in the next few months could affect the nature of
development in Kennet for many years.

There are also exhibitions and public discussions being held across the
district which are open to everyone.

Opportunity to identify specific development sites to meet local
housing need
Opportunity to identify specific development sites to broaden
the local economic base
Open market housing also introduced through incremental
change within existing boundaries
Some potential to support local community objectives through
developer contributions

Larger Villages
z

z

z

Rural development restricted to within or adjacent to
settlements
Housing introduced through incremental change within existing
boundaries
Reduced ability to maintain sustainable rural communities.

Devizes

z

In Marlborough there is a concentration of
businesses and employment and a wide range of
shops and services. Increasing the number of
homes could help more people live and work
locally and could help provide more affordable
housing. More houses in Marlborough could
have serious environmental consequences due
to the impact on the surrounding landscape and
in terms of the scale and nature of development
within a town recognised for its historical value.
Growth could also exacerbate concerns about
traffic through the town. Marlborough may
need to be classed as a settlement only suitable
for small scale local development if the
environmental constraints surrounding the town
are seen to be paramount and no other solution
to providing development opportunities within
existing boundaries can be found.

Promotes a better balance between the civilian and military
population
Provides the opportunity to reinforce the complementary roles
of Tidworth and Ludgershall through investment.
Potential to increase employment opportunities and promote
private investment
Increasing community involvement and social cohesion
Risk to the environment from the impact of development
Supports local ambition to increase the supply of open market
homes
Reduces dependency on Devizes as main centre

Small Scale Local
Development Concentrated at
Pewsey

OPTION 2 - A

z

Devizes

LOCAL OPTIONS

OPTION 2 - B

STRATEGIC

Policy A: Development in

D

OPTION 2 - C

The spatial strategy for Kennet needs to be
guided by the policies set out in the South
West Regional Spatial Strategy and provide
a local interpretation of those policies.
The latest draft settlement policies are:-

Potential Outcomes
z

OPTION 1 - A

Regional Spatial Strategy Policy

Devizes Focus for
Development

OPTION 1 - B

To develop the core strategy we need to
think about:z
Existing strategies and plans for the
area (issues raising consultation);
z
Understanding the form and function of
existing settlements and their
relationship with other places
(community area overviews) ;
z
National policies in planning policy
statements (issues raising consultation);
and
z
Regional policies set out in the South
West Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS).

C

STRATEGIC OPTIONS

OPTION 1 - C

BACKGROUND

Potential Outcomes
z

Pewsey

Potential outcomes for Pewsey for Option 2 - C are the same as
Option 2 - A as in both options the scale of development
proposed is the same

Market Lavington
z

z

z

z

Opportunity to identify specific development sites to meet local
housing need
Opportunity to identify specific development sites to broaden
the local economic base
Open market housing introduced through incremental change
within existing boundaries
Some potential to support local community objectives through
developer contributions

Larger Villages
z

z

z
z

z

z
z

Opportunity to identify specific development sites to meet local
housing need
Opportunity to identify specific development sites to broaden
the local economic base
Become the focus for new affordable housing in the rural areas
Open market housing also introduced through incremental
change within existing boundaries
Some potential to support local community objectives through
developer contributions
Improved ability to maintain sustainable rural communities
Elsewhere rural development restricted to within or adjacent to
settlements

Thu 22nd May
PEWSEY Bouverie Hall
Exhibition
Public Discussion
12 - 5 pm
7 - 8.30 pm

Tues 3rd June
DEVIZES Cheese Hall, Town Hall
Exhibition
12 - 5 pm
Thu 5th June
DEVIZES Cheese Hall, Town Hall
Exhibition
Public Discussion
12 - 5 pm
7 - 8.30 pm
Mon 9th June
TIDWORTH Leisure Centre
Exhibition
12 - 5 pm
Thu 12th June
LUDGERSHALL Memorial Hall
Exhibition
Public Discussion
12 - 5 pm
7 - 8.30 pm

If you require further information about this consultation please call
01380 734872 or email forward.planning@kennet.gov.uk

