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16 Jon, 2010 ' . C.n.I••• W",. W ..I '~'.m. '.,1."",. m ""fJ::::!;: ~ 
I. Kemp 8& Esq.• 
Programme Officer 
SOuth Wiltshire Core Strategy Examination 
36 Campbell Street 
Rugby. WllJ"wickshirc. eV2 1 2HY 

Dear Mr Kemp 

South WUU hl"" Core St ... tCIY ExamiDatJon - (Reprucntor Refc«!Dce 
3 01 5) 

I refe r to your letter of the 7 June 2010 in which you 8<:1 out the current 
posi tion re the Core Strategy Examination and the new Co....l ition Government's 
intentions to abolish the Regional Spatial Strategies (RSS) liS part of their Open 
Soun::c Planning Paper. 

This Association welcomes the change of direction a t a national level and looks 
fOl'\lo'ard to more details emerging in the Autumn. We, however, appreciflle the 
dilemma Mr Yuille , the Inspector who is carrying out the South Wiltshire Core 
Stralegy Examination, no.... finds himselr in as II resul! or the aoo\'e, but have 
some very clear vieW$ on the current situation and the way rorward. 

It cannot be disputed that the Regional Spatial Strategy and the South Wil tshire 
Core StrAtegy (SWCS) are inextricably linked rer. Coni StrateiY SubmJ..ulon 
Doewnent 1.11 - The Reg10nal Spatial Strategy lor the SOuth Wut/orrru 
part o/the dewlopmentpkm/or Wlltshinr WId sets out the number. 0/ 
hOU$ClII andJob$ that $hould be provided/or. Theseflguru an: Ident(fled 
u.sing a ,..vlew 0/ ellidenee on the expected economle and population 
change, "'910nal housing "'quln:mants, ruoureu and frifro$tnu:tu,.. 
al/ClUable, the role and function 0/placQ and .ntb-,..g1onal nrlatfonahip 
between plaee$ " the Con: Strategy mu.n be In eoriformlty with the 
Regional Spatfal StraUgy."ln our \'iew it wililherefore be impouible 10 
continue to usc: the SWCS as a viable documenl with which 10 determine the 
futu re development of South Wiltshire and S.tlisbury in pfInicular. 

The SWCS has conformed strictly to the RSS parameters and targets and there 
are s trong arguments Ihat it is unlound in prO'o'iding for an O'o'eTSupply of 
housing and employment land in the Salisbury Cily area which would lead to a 
fundame ntal deterionllion in the nature and charActer of Salisbury AS one of 
the best prescr.·ed examplu of a medieval City in the UK. These proposals are 
UIII\LUslnable despite the fact that the SWCS. in promoting its "flagship" 
housing targets, repeatedlY contradicts itself in stating the over-riding 
requirement will be to "'protect a .superf1 environment without eroding the 
wry character that make$ the a,..a $0 attractiue","dellwring a better 
quality 0/ 'ife through nl.rtalnable deuelopment", -en.ntrlng the speelal 
eharacurUtl~ 0/ SOuth Wlltshl""$ enllCronment are not harmed by 
inere(Ued growth'" etc•.... 

II is therefore our view thaI matters should be put on hold now until the resul ts 
of the Government revised olanninll' svstem in the Autumn are known. We see 
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/ no merit in the Inspector allempting to continue the eurrent examination of a 
S trategy which has been driven by the discredited Planning and Compulsory 
Purchll!lc 2004 Act and it. Regional Spatial Strategics which have dictated 
Local Development Frame.....orks (i-DF). [t is significant that thc Regional Spatial 
Strategy for the S<luth West has, itself, bc:en fraught with problems in its 
passage, ....i th over 40, 000 public ohjeetionll and with some local authorities 
deciding to draw up their 011'11 Strategic" outside its pa..rarneters. A tainted 
South West RSS can on ly have a negative impact on those Core Strategies that 
have strictly followed the LDF'~8 in the Region including that of South Wiltshire. 

The whole autocratic and bureaucrotic exercise has prompted the ronm:r 
Salisbury District and Wiltshire Councils to expend upwards of a £lmillion in 
employing Consultants to produce It 'planning behemoth" which very few 
members of the public could eventually access or understand. The only people 
to have predominatly benefited from this exercise. to dote. have been "green 
field" land holders/s~u l ators (and their agenteJ who hlwe little or no genuine 
concem for preserving all tl1m ie good about the City of Salisbury which 
deserves a tOtally different planning nnd developmental approach to thm 
currently being postulated. 

Yours faithfully 

cc Department of Communities and Local Government 
Wiltshire Council- Leader 
Salisbury City Council - Leader 
Harnham Neighbourhood Association 
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