
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability Appraisal for 

the Calne Community 

Neighbourhood Plan 

SA Report to accompany the Submission version of the 

Neighbourhood Plan 

 
 

 

 
 
Project Reference: SA for the CCNP  

Project Number: 47075748  

 
 

6th March 2017 

 

   



Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

SA Report to accompany the 

Submission version of the CCNP 

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 
 

Quality information 

Prepared by  Checked by  Approved by 

 

 

    

Nick Chisholm-Batten 

Principal Consultant 

 Alex White 

Associate Director 

 Alex White 

Associate Director 

 

 

Revision History 

Revision Revision date Details Authorized Name Position 

V1 6th March 2017 Submission 

version 

7th March 2017 Steve Smith 

 

Technical 

Director 

      

 
 

Prepared for: 

Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group    
 
 

Prepared by: 

 AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited  
Portwall Place 
Portwall Lane 
Bristol 
BS1 6NA  
UK 
 
T: +44 (117) 917 1200 
aecom.com 
 

  

 
 
© 2017 AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited. All Rights Reserved.    

This document has been prepared by AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited (“AECOM”) for 
sole use of our client (the “Client”) in accordance with generally accepted consultancy principles, the 
budget for fees and the terms of reference agreed between AECOM and the Client. Any information 
provided by third parties and referred to herein has not been checked or verified by AECOM, unless 
otherwise expressly stated in the document. No third party may rely upon this document without the 
prior and express written agreement of AECOM. 

  



Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

SA Report to accompany the 

Submission version of the CCNP 

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 
 

Table of Contents 

Non-technical summary .............................................................................................................................................. 

 

1. Introduction...................................................................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background........................................................................................................................................... 1 

1.2 SA explained ......................................................................................................................................... 2 

1.3 Structure of this SA Report................................................................................................................ 3 

2. What is the scope of the SA? ....................................................................................................................... 4 

2.1 What is the plan seeking to achieve?............................................................................................... 4 

2.2 SA Scoping ........................................................................................................................................... 6 

2.3 What are the key issues that are a focus for the SA? ................................................................... 8 

2.4 SA Framework ................................................................................................................................... 11 

3. What has plan making / SA involved to this point?.............................................................................. 12 

3.1 Introduction........................................................................................................................................ 12 

3.2 Overview of plan making / SA work undertaken since 2014 ................................................... 12 

3.3 Appraisal of reasonable alternatives for the Neighbourhood Plan......................................... 12 

3.4 Development of Neighbourhood Plan policies and Regulation 14 consultation ................ 24 

3.5 Current version of the CCNP.......................................................................................................... 24 

4. What are the appraisal findings at this current stage? ....................................................................... 26 

4.1 Introduction........................................................................................................................................ 26 

4.2 Approach to the appraisal............................................................................................................... 26 

4.3 Biodiversity......................................................................................................................................... 26 

4.4 Land, soil and water resources ...................................................................................................... 27 

4.5 Air quality ............................................................................................................................................ 27 

4.6 Climate change ................................................................................................................................. 28 

4.7 Historic environment and landscape ............................................................................................ 28 

4.8 Population and community............................................................................................................. 30 

4.9 Economy and Enterprise................................................................................................................. 31 

4.10 Conclusions at this current stage ................................................................................................. 31 

5. What are the next steps? ........................................................................................................................... 33 

 

Appendix A SA Framework.................................................................................................................................... 35 

Appendix B Context review and baseline .......................................................................................................... 41 

 

 



Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

SA Report to accompany the 

Submission version of the CCNP 

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 

 



Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

SA Report to accompany the 

Submission version of the CCNP 

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
NTS 1 

 

Non-technical summary 

What is sustainability appraisal? 

A sustainability appraisal (SA) has been carried out to inform the Calne Community Neighbourhood 
Plan.  This has incorporated a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) process as required by the 
SEA Regulations. 

Neighbourhood Plan groups use SA to assess Neighbourhood Plans against a set of sustainability 
objectives developed in consultation with statutory and other interested parties. The purpose of the 
appraisal is to avoid negative environmental and socio-economic effects through the Neighbourhood 
Plan, and identify opportunities to improve the environmental quality of the area covered by the 
Neighbourhood Plan and the quality of life of residents. 

What is the Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan? 

The Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan (CCNP) presents a plan for the parishes of Calne and 
Calne Without in Wiltshire for the period to 2026.  Prepared to be in conformity with the Wiltshire Local 
Plan, the CCNP sets out a vision, objectives and a range of policies for the two parishes.  These relate 
to a range of topics, including, but not limited to housing, community facilities, local character and 
distinctiveness and congestion and air quality.  

The key objectives for the CCNP are as follows: 

1. Promote high quality and sustainable growth; 

2. Protect and enhance the historic built environment; 

3. Protect and enhance the natural and built environment, countryside and landscape setting; 

and 

4. Improve Calne Town Centre. 

It is currently anticipated that the CCNP will undergo referendum later in 2017. 

Purpose of this SA Report 

This SA Report, which accompanies the Submission version of the CCNP, is the third document to be 
produced as part of the SA process. The first document was the SA Scoping Report (April 2015), 
which includes information about the Neighbourhood Plan area’s environment and community. The 
second document was an SA Report to accompany consultation on the ‘Regulation 14’ version of the 
Neighbourhood Plan in November 2016.    

The purpose of this current SA Report is to: 

 Identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant effects of the CCNP and alternatives; and 

 Provide an opportunity for consultees to offer views on any aspect of the SA process which 
has been carried out to date. 

The SA Report contains: 

 An outline of the contents and main objectives of the CCNP and its relationship with other 
relevant policies, plans and programmes; 

 Relevant aspects of the current and future state of the environment and key sustainability 
issues; 

 The SA Framework of objectives against which the CCNP has been assessed; 

 The appraisal of alternative approaches for the CCNP; 

 The likely significant environmental effects of the CCNP; 
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 The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any significant 
adverse effects as a result of the CCNP; and 

 The next steps for the CCNP and accompanying SA process. 

Assessment of alternative approaches for the CCNP 

The CCNP is being prepared in the context of the Wiltshire Core Strategy.  The Core Strategy provides 
a framework for how future development across Wiltshire will be planned and delivered. 

Wiltshire Council’s housing supply statement, published in September 2015, confirmed that both 
Calne and Calne Without have exceeded the indicative housing requirement set out in the Core 
Strategy. 

Whilst this highlighted that there is not a requirement to deliver further housing in the Neighbourhood 
Plan area in this plan period, consultation has suggested that a degree of further housing development 
in the Neighbourhood Plan area would be supported if it brings community infrastructure to the area.  
This reflects a perception in the community that growth up to now has not been accompanied by the 
provision of appropriate community infrastructure. 

To explore these issues further, the SA process has supported the plan development process through 
considering three sets of options through the SA process relating to the scale, size and location of 
housing delivery to be taken forward for the purposes of the Neighbourhood Plan.  The sets of options 
considered, in conjunction with the decision making undertaken for the CCNP, are outlined below.  

Options for housing numbers 

Three options were initially appraised through the SA process relating to the scale of housing delivery 
in the Neighbourhood Plan area in the period to 2026, as follows: 

 Option 1: Deliver the minimum requirements of the Wiltshire Core Strategy (i.e. the delivery of 
no further dwellings in the Neighbourhood Plan area);  

 Option 2: Limit housing delivery in the Neighbourhood Plan area up to a level of c.300 
dwellings; and 

 Option 3: Delivery of a more significant number of dwellings through the CCNP, with no limits to 
housing numbers. 

Following the appraisal of these options, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group took the view that 
that the pressure for new development in Calne and Calne Without is likely to continue, and there was 
an associated need to shape development in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  As such it was decided 
that an appropriate basis for the Neighbourhood Plan was to deliver a level of housing that would 
enable and help secure new and enhanced community infrastructure.  On this basis, a central aim of 
the CCNP is to take forward those sites which it is considered have the most potential to bring forward 
community benefits whilst also limiting adverse effects on the Neighbourhood Plan area.  This mirrors 
Option 2 above.   

Consideration of potential sites to take forward for the purposes of the CCNP  

Following the decision to take forward an appropriate level of housing through the CCNP which would 
deliver community benefits whilst helping to limit adverse impacts of growth, the Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group initiated a process to decide which sites to progress as allocations for the purposes of 
the Neighbourhood Plan. 

25 sites were then proposed, and subsequently considered through an independent site assessment 
undertaken by AECOM.  Utilising the information and findings from the site assessment, the Steering 
Group selected sites from the 17 deliverable or possibly deliverable identified by the site assessment.  
Sites were selected on the basis of the suitability, deliverability and availability of the sites, and the 
additional community benefit being offered over and above the statutory provision.  
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Spatial strategy options  

Two sets of sites were subsequently identified by the Steering Group as meeting these needs and 
appraised through the SA process.  These were as follows:  

 Option 1: Land North of Low Lane – SHLAA site 486; and 

 Option 2: Land South West of Calne – SHLAA sites 709, 3311, 3312, 3251.  

During the first half of 2016, consultation on which of these two options was most appropriate for 
taking forward for the purposes of the CCNP was undertaken with the community.  Following 
consultation, an analysis of responses indicated that there was a clear preference for taking forward 
the Land North of Low Lane site rather than the South West of Calne sites. 

This has resulted in the Land North of Low Lane site being allocated in the current version of the CCNP. 

The appraisal findings linked to the SA of these sets of options are presented in Section 3.3 of this SA 
Report. 

Appraisal of the current version of the CCNP 

Utilising the SA Framework of objectives and appraisal questions developed during the earlier scoping 
stage of the SA, the 31 policies put forward through the current Submission version of the CCNP were 
appraised.  The SA Report has presented the findings of the appraisal under the following 
sustainability themes agreed at scoping: 

 Biodiversity; 

 Land, soil and water resources; 

 Air quality; 

 Climate change; 

 Historic environment and landscape; 

 Population and community; and 

 Economy and enterprise. 

The appraisal has concluded that the Submission version of the CCNP is likely to lead to significant 
positive effects in relation to the ‘Population and Community’ sustainability theme.  These benefits 
largely relate to the carefully targeted spatial approach proposed by the draft plan, its focus on 
enhancing community provision in the Neighbourhood Plan area and its impetus on protecting and 
enhancing open space networks.  In addition, given the draft plan’s focus on reducing congestion and 
promoting the use of sustainable modes of transport, the plan will also lead to positive effects in 
relation to the ‘Air Quality’ sustainability theme.  

In relation to the ‘biodiversity’ and ‘landscape and historic environment’ sustainability themes the 
scope and scale of the proposed policy approaches relating to biodiversity, landscape/townscape 
character and the historic environment will help ensure that wide ranging benefits in relation to these 
themes are secured through the Neighbourhood Plan.  Whilst the delivery of the allocation through the 
CCNP will inevitably lead to some minor localised adverse effects in relation to these sustainability 
themes, the comprehensive approach initiated by the Neighbourhood Plan will both limit the potential 
magnitude of adverse effects and secure significant enhancements.  The location and topography of 
the proposed allocation at the Land North of Low Lane will also not lead to negative impacts on the 
special qualities of or viewpoints from the North Wessex Downs AONB and the Stoneheng e, Avebury 
and Associated Sites World Heritage Site.   

In terms of potential negative effects, whilst the allocation of the greenfield site at the Land North of 
Low Lane will lead to an inevitable loss of agricultural land, this is not deemed to comprise a significant 
negative effect.  This is given the relatively small area that will be lost to development and the land’s 
classification as Grade 3b agricultural land (i.e. an area not classified as area of ‘the Best and Most 
Versatile’ agricultural land).  The CCNP has also sought to preserve the productivity of areas of land 
through promoting allotment provision.  However, due to the loss of agricultural land some residual 
negative effects are likely to remain in relation to the ‘Land, Soil and Water Resources’ sustainability 
theme. 
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The Submission version of the CCNP will initiate a number of beneficial approaches regarding the 
‘economy and enterprise’ and ‘climate change’ sustainability theme.  However these are not 
considered to be significant in the context of the SA process.   

Next steps 

The CCNP and the updated SA Report has been submitted to Wiltshire Council for its consideration.  
Wiltshire Council will consider whether the plan is suitable to go forward to Independent Examination in 
terms of the CCNP meeting legal requirements and its compatibility with the Local Plan.  

If the subsequent Independent Examination is favourable, the CCNP will be subject to a referendum, 
organised by Wiltshire Council.  If more than 50% of those who vote agree with the plan, then it will be 
passed to Wiltshire Council with a request it is adopted.  Once adopted, the CCNP will become part of 
the Development Plan for the parishes of Calne and Calne Without.
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

AECOM has been commissioned to undertake an independent Sustainability Appraisal (SA) in support 
of the emerging Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan (CCNP).  The CCNP will set out a long-term 
vision for how the area should develop by 2026 and a strategy, policies and site allocations for 
achieving that vision. 

The CCNP is currently being prepared as a Neighbourhood Development Plan under the Localism Act 
2012.  The CCNP, which covers Calne Town and Calne Without Parish in Wiltshire (Figure 1.1), is being 
prepared in the context of the Wiltshire Local Plan. 

The CCNP was submitted to Wiltshire Council in early March 2017.  This SA Report accompanies the 
Submission version of the plan. 

Key information relating to the CCNP is presented in Table 1.1. 

Table 1.1: Key facts relating to the Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan 

Name of Responsible Authority Calne Town Council and Calne Without Parish Council  

T i tle of Plan Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan 

Subject Neighbourhood plan 

Purpose The Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared as 

a Neighbourhood Development Plan under the Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  The plan will be in 
conformity with the Wiltshire Local Plan. 

T imescale To 2026 

Area covered by the plan Calne Town and Calne Without Parish.  

(Figure 1.1) 

Summary of content The Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan will set out a vision, 
strategy and range of policies for the Neighbourhood Plan area.  
Box 2.1 below presents the vision and aims of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Plan contact point Clare Harris 

Calne Town Council 

Bank House 

The Strand 

Calne SN11 0EN 

Tel: 01249 814000 

Email address: charris@calne.gov.uk 
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1.2 SA explained 

SA is a mechanism for considering and communicating the likely significant effects of an emerging 
plan, and reasonable alternatives in terms of key environmental issues.  The aim of SA is to inform and 
influence the plan-making process with a view to avoiding or mitigating negative environmental effects 
and maximising positive effects.  Through this approach, the SA for the CCNP seeks to maximise the 
emerging Neighbourhood Plan’s contribution to sustainable development.  

The SEA process should be undertaken in compliance with the Environmental Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations) which transpose into national law the EU 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive1.  SA widens the scope of the assessment from 
focussing on environmental issues to also include social and economic issues.  SA is a legal 
requirement for the Development Plan Documents (DPDs) included within Local Plans; however a 
Neighbourhood Plan is not a DPD and SA is not therefore legally required. 

It has been determined by Wiltshire Council though screening that the CCNP requires an SEA.   To 
meet this requirement, the CCNP is undergoing an SA process which incorporates the requirements of 
the SEA Directive.  This mirrors the approach undertaken for the adopted Wiltshire Core Strategy.  

The SEA Regulations require that a report is published for consultation alongside the draft plan that 
‘identifies, describes and evaluates’ the likely significant effects of implementing ‘the plan, and 
reasonable alternatives’.  The report must then be taken into account, alongside consultation 
responses, when finalising the plan. 

In line with the SEA Regulations this SA Report must essentially answer four questions: 

1. What’s the scope of the SA? 

2. What has Plan-making / SA involved up to this point? 

‘Reasonable alternatives’ must have been appraised for the plan.  

3. What are the appraisal findings at this current stage? 

i.e. in relation to the draft plan. 

4. What happens next? 

These questions are derived from Schedule 2 of the SEA Regulations, which present ‘the information 
to be provided within the report’.  Table 1.1 presents the linkages between the regulatory requirements 
and the four SA questions. 

  

                                                                                                                         
1 Directive 2001/42/EC 
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1.3 Structure of this SA Report 

This document is the SA Report for the CCNP and hence needs to answer all four of the questions 
listed above with a view to providing the information required by the SEA Regulations.  Each of the four 
questions is answered in turn within this report, as follows:  

Table 1.1: Questions that must be answered by the SA Report in order to meet regulatory2 

requirements 

SA Report question In line with regulations, the report must include…3 

What’s the 
scope of the 
SA? 

What’s the plan 
seeking to 
achieve? 

 An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan 
and relationship with other relevant plans and 
programmes 

What’s the 
sustainability 
‘context’? 

 The relevant environmental protection objectives, 
established at international or national level 

 Any existing environmental problems which are 
relevant to the plan including those relating to any 
areas of a particular environmental importance 

What’s the 
sustainability 
‘baseline’? 

 The relevant aspects of the current state of the 
environment and the likely evolution thereof without 
implementation of the plan 

 The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected 

 Any existing environmental problems which are 

relevant to the plan including those relating to any 
areas of a particular environmental importance 

What are the key 
issues & 
objectives that 
should be a 
focus? 

 Key problems / issues and objectives that should be 

a focus of (i.e. provide a ‘framework’ for) assessment 

What has plan-making / SA 
involved up to this point? 

 Outline reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt 
with (and thus an explanation of the ‘reasonableness’ 
of the approach) 

 The likely significant effects associated with 

alternatives 
 Outline reasons for selecting the preferred approach 

in-light of alternatives appraisal / a description of how 
environmental objectives and considerations are 
reflected in the draft plan. 

What are the assessment findings 
at this current stage? 

 The likely significant effects associated with the 
Submission version of the plan  

 The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as 
fully as possible offset any significant adverse effects 
of implementing the Submission version of the plan 

What happens next?  The next steps for plan making / SA process.  

                                                                                                                         
2 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
3 N.B. This column does not quote directly from Schedule II of the Regulations.  Rather, it reflects a degree of interpretation.  
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2. What is the scope of the SA? 

2.1 What is the plan seeking to achieve?  

2.1.1 Context provided for the Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan area by 

the Wiltshire Core Strategy 

The Wiltshire Core Strategy was adopted in January 2015 and sets out a framework for how future 
development across Wiltshire will be planned and delivered in the period to 2026. 

Neighbourhood plans will form part of the development plan for Wiltshire, alongside, but not as a 
replacement for the Core Strategy.  The Core Strategy states that it seeks to give communities a solid 
framework within which appropriate community-led planning policy documents, including 
neighbourhood plans, can be brought forward.  Neighbourhood plans are required to be in conformity 
with the Core Strategy and can develop policies and proposals to address local place-based issues.  In 
this way it is intended for the Core Strategy to provide a clear overall strategic direction for 
development in Wiltshire, whilst enabling finer detail to be determined through the neighbourhood 
planning process where appropriate.   

The Core Strategy states that “The strategy for Calne will help to maintain the economic base in the 
town with mixed growth of employment alongside housing, thus improving the self-containment of the 
settlement.”4  Calne town has been designated through the Core Strategy Settlement Strategy as a 
‘Market Town’, with Derry Hill / Studley designated as a ‘Large Village’.  The Core Strategy sets out an 
allocation of 1,605 new home for the wider Calne Community Area between 2006 and 2026, with 
1,440 allocated for Calne itself. 

Whilst this allocation has now been met in Calne, the Core Strategy seeks to stress that “the indicative 
figures also allow a flexible approach which will allow the council including through the preparation of 
the Sites Allocation DPD and local communities preparing neighbourhood plans to respond positively 
to opportunities without being inhibited by an overly prescriptive, rigid approach which might otherwise 
prevent sustainable development proposals that can contribute to maintaining a deliverable five year 
housing land supply and delivering the strategic objectives of the plan.  Neighbourhood Plans should 
not be constrained by the specific housing requirements within the Core Strategy and additional 
growth may be appropriate and consistent with the Settlement Strategy.” 

In this context the CCNP Steering Group wish to help ensure that community benefits are secured 
through the CCNP through encouraging a degree of development which surpasses that proposed for 
the Calne Area by the adopted Core Strategy. 

2.1.2 Vision and objectives for the Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan 

The vision and objectives for the CCNP were developed following the review of extensive consultation 
exercises carried out by the town and parish council and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  The 
vision and objectives for the CCNP are presented below. 

  

                                                                                                                         
4 Wiltshire Core Strategy (January 2015) ‘The Strategy for the Calne Area’, para 5.40  
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Box 2.1: Vision for the Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan and key objectives  

 

Vision 

Calne and Calne Without is a popular and vibrant area containing a town and a number of large 
and small villages with a strong community ethos located within Wiltshire. The Neighbourhood 
Plan provides us with a valuable opportunity to build on the area’s character and enhance its 
future through managing the growth of the town and villages over the next ten years or so.  

Our unique settlement character and landscape setting will be protected and the Plan will 
balance growth for the benefit of both existing and new residents. The town growth will deliver a 
range of housing types, including affordable housing for local residents and their children - and 
will also maintain a balance of facilities by providing new or enhanced open spaces, community 
facilities, education and healthcare provision. The town will also incorporate much needed 
employment opportunities within the designated employment land.  

Our priority is that the lifestyles of every resident will benefit from the new developments and 
that an appropriate balance will be met between housing development and new or improved 
infrastructure. We are also about growing the well-being of the community, through 
encouraging participation in community events, community leadership and the protection of 
green spaces. 

Objectives 

a. Promote high quality and sustainable growth 

b. Protect and enhance the historic built environment 

c. Protect and enhance the natural and built environment, countryside and landscape 
setting 

d. Improve Calne Town Centre 

 

 
To support the Neighbourhood Plan’s vision and objectives, the CCNP sets out a number of 
Neighbourhood Plan policies.  The latest iteration (March 2017) of these policies has been appraised in 
Chapter 4 of this SA Report. 
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2.2 SA Scoping  

2.2.1 SA Scoping Report 

In mid-2015 an SA Scoping Report was prepared for the CCNP.  The purpose of the Scoping Report 
was to outline the ‘scope’ of the SA through setting out:  

 A context review which reviews the key environmental and sustainability objectives of national, 
regional and local plans and strategies relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan; 

 Baseline data against which the Neighbourhood Plan can be assessed; 

 The key sustainability issues for the Neighbourhood Plan; and  

 An ‘SA Framework’ of objectives and assessment questions against which the Neighbourhood 
Plan can be assessed. 

The SEA Regulations require that: “When deciding on the scope and level of detail of the information 
that must be included in the report, the responsible authority shall consult the consultation bodies”.  In 
England, the consultation bodies are Natural England, the Environment Agency and Historic England.5  
As such, these authorities were consulted on the Scoping Report for a period of five weeks in March 
and April 2015’; consultation responses were received from all three organisations on the SA Scoping 
Report. 

These comments, and how they have been considered and addressed, are presented in Table 2.1. 

Table 2.1: Consultation responses received on the SA Scoping Report 

Consultation response How the response was 
considered and addressed 

Natural England 
Charles Routh, Lead Adviser (Somerset, Avon and Wiltshire) 

In terms of our remit, one area we find is sometimes overlooked 

particularly when sites are to be allocated is the impact of greenfield 
development on the exiting green infrastructure network, where the 
allocated site contains or adjoins a public right of way or such like.  

We note there is a SA objective “Provide a safe and healthy 
environment in which to live.”, which makes reference to improvements 
to green infrastructure, but we are concerned that the specific issue 
(urbanisation and consequent reduction in the amenity value of existing 
green infrastructure assets) is not sufficiently explicit in the decision 
aiding questions, and we advise this is addressed.  

Additional appraisal questions 

have been included in the SA 
Framework under the objective to 
address this issue. 

In other regards we advise that the SA framework appears to cover all 
other aspects of the natural environment satisfactorily.  

Comment noted 

                                                                                                                         
5 In-line with Article 6(3).of the SEA Directive, these consultation bodies were selected because ‘by reason of their specific 
environmental responsibilities,[they] are likely to be concerned by the environmental effects of implementing plans and 

programme’.’ 
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Consultation response How the response was 
considered and addressed 

In terms of the appendix 1, although outside our remit, it seems 

methodologically strange that “walking distance to nearest healthcare 
facility.” is a significant matter. Proximity to healthcare facilities is a good 
thing, but being able to walk to them seems no more important than 
being able to walk to other facilities.  

Whilst is may be desirable to use performance criteria for simplicity, we 
question the value they will add to applied common sense. Some 
priority habitats for example are highly robust to nearby development, 
while others are not. 

In response to this and other 

comments, the distance threshold 
approach set out in the Scoping 
Report has not been used for the 
purposes of the SA process. 
Instead the SA Framework has 
been used as a basis for site 
assessments to ensure the 
specific (and multi-layered) 
elements relating to sites and 
policies can be effectively 
considered. 

Historic England 
David Stuart, Historic Places Adviser South West  

It isn’t explicitly clear how historic landscape character features in both 
the baseline and objectives as far as the document is concerned but 
between them I suspect that the provisions of sections 7 Historic 
Environment and 8 Landscapes have this covered. 

Comment noted. Historic 
landscape character features will 
be considered as part of the 
landscape and historic 
environment elements presented. 

While the Historic England national Heritage At Risk Register is a useful 

source of data it does not include Grade II Listed Buildings.  Reference 
should be made to any relevant entries on a Wiltshire Council Buildings 
At Risk Register if appropriate. 

The omissions from the Heritage 

at Risk Register have been noted 
as regards Grade II listed 
buildings, 

Of more fundamental concern is the table of Appraisal Criteria set out in 

Appendix 1.  This proposes a traffic light methodology to assess the 
relative impact on various receptors.   Although this approach is fine in 
principle the thresholds are arbitrary in terms of their relevance to the 
significance of any heritage assets – designated or otherwise – which 
may be identified.  Each heritage asset has its own significance and this 
needs to be identified individually in any assessment of proposals or 
site allocations within the emerging Plan. As it stands this methodology 
is unsuitable for accurately or adequately gauging impacts on heritage 
assets and is not in conformity with the NPPF.  

Responding to this and other 

comments, the distance threshold 
approach set out in the Scoping 
Report has not been used for the 
purposes of the SA process. 
Instead the SA Framework has 
been used as a basis for site 
assessments to ensure the 
specific (and multi-layered) 
elements relating to sites and 
policies can be effectively 
considered. 

Environment Agency 

Ellie Challans, Planning Advisor, Sustainable Places, Wessex Area 

 

Thank you for consulting the Environment Agency on the above 
document. 

You have covered all the issues (within our remit) that we would expect 
to see covered in the scoping report.  Therefore we have no comments 
to make. 

 

Comment noted. 
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2.3 What are the key issues that are a focus for the SA? 

The SA context review and baseline data was updated to reflect responses received on the Scoping 
Report and is presented in Appendix B.   

Drawing on the review of the context review and baseline, the SA Scoping Report was able to identify a 
range of sustainability problems / issues that should be a particular focus of SA, ensuring it remains 
focused.  These issues are as follows. 

Key issues: Biodiversity 

 The Pewsey Downs SPA is located 5km south east of the plan area and 10km from Calne town. 

 Key sites and areas of biodiversity value, including the SSSI and BAP Priority Habitats should 
be protected and enhanced.  Their integrity should also be supported through improved 
ecological connections in the plan area. 

 Green infrastructure networks across the plan area should be protected, enhanced and 
strategically expanded to deliver benefits for people and wildlife.  

 Features of biodiversity value such as trees, hedgerows and meadows should be protected 
from the impacts of future development and where possible enhanced.  

 Areas that are home to declining species or habitats should be a particular target for 
protection and ecological restoration. 

 Key issues: Land, soil and water resources 

 The CCNP should seek to promote the integration of recycling and composting facilities within 
new development areas.  

 Developers should be encouraged to adopt sustainable construction practices, including 
handling waste arisings, recycling, and disposal in a sustainable manner as part of a life cycle 
approach to resource use. 

 Where possible, new development areas should be directed away from areas classified as the 
best and most versatile agricultural land (Grades 1, 2 and 3a).  Where this is not possible new 
development areas should be directed towards areas of poorer quality land in preference to 
that of higher quality. 

 Groundwater quality is a significant issue, especially as the wider area is dependent on 
groundwater for drinking water.   

 The CCNP should seek to support on-going improvements to the water quality of 
watercourses in the area. 

 Water conservation and reuse should be supported in lieu of potential future issues linked to 
the regional availability of water.  

Key issues: Air quality 

 The CCNP should seek to promote appropriate locational policies which reduce the need to 
travel by the private car and encourage the use of sustainable modes of transport such as 
walking, cycling and public transport use. 

 The CCNP should seek to facilitate the development of sustainable transport infrastructure, 
including new and improved pedestrian and cycle links and enhancements to public transport 
networks.  
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Key issues: Climate change 

 An increase in the built footprint of the plan area (including associated with the d elivery of new 
housing and employment land) has the potential to increase overall greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

 Road transport is an increasing contributor to greenhouse gas emissions.  Per capita 
emissions for Wiltshire continue to be higher than regional and national averages. 

 The CCNP should seek to support adaptation to the risks associated with climate change in 
the area. 

 Some parts of the plan area are at risk of flooding.  Likewise downstream flood risk and issues 
related to surface water run-off and sewerage flooding will need to be considered and 
managed through the progression of the CCNP.  

Key issues: Historic environment and landscape 

 Traffic growth has the potential to lead to effects on the historic environment, including 
through affecting the setting of cultural heritage assets. 

 The historic environment has the potential to be affected by the inappropriate design and 
layout of new development. 

 Archaeological remains, both seen and unseen, have the potential to be affected by new 
development areas. 

 Potential effects on landscape quality from poor design and layout of new development.  

 Effects on historic landscapes and cultural heritage assets and their settings. 

 Potential effects on the integrity of the Wessex Downs AONB.  

 Pressures on non-designated sites and landscapes, including from loss of key landscape 
features such as woodland and hedgerows.  

 Further loss of tranquillity from increasing traffic flows and new transport infrastructure.  

 Significant opportunities to improve linkages between areas of open space, parks and the 
open countryside through green infrastructure network improvements.  

Key issues: Population and community 

 Population growth in the plan area will need to be appropriately managed to minimise impacts 
and maximise accessibility to services, facilities and amenities. 

 Appropriate infrastructure should be secured to accompany a growth in the population of the 
plan area. 

 An ageing population and an increased dependency ratio in the area has the potential to lead 
to implications for service provision. 

 New housing should be of an appropriate size, type, tenure and design so as to meet the 
needs of existing and future residents (including the elderly, disabled people and those in poor 
health). 

 Housing affordability is a significant issue for residents in the plan area.  Demand for more 
affordable homes is likely to continue to rise.  

 The CCNP area, in common with many other areas, is experiencing an ageing population.  This 
will have implications for health service provision and accessibility to other services, facilities 
and amenities. 
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 The provision of expanded and enhanced medical facilities should accompany population 
growth in the plan area. 

 Infrastructure provision and accessibility to services, facilities and amenities for all should be a 
key consideration for the CCNP. 

 Although educational attainment is improving, there is a need to improve attainment at 

schools in Wiltshire as it is currently behind the regional and national averages.  

 Improvements in education provision should mirror population growth in the area. 

 Adult qualification levels are generally high in the plan area; however a lack of students 
studying towards qualifications may have implications for the local economy in the future as 
students have to live and study outside of the area to gain higher level qualifications.   

 New development areas should be situated in accessible locations which limit the need to 
travel by the private car. 

 New development should support improvements in bus routes and be located in areas 
accessible by bus. 

 New development areas should be linked by high quality walking and cycling networks. 

 Green infrastructure improvements should be supported by the Neighbourhood Plan to 
promote walking and cycling in the plan area. 

Key issues: Economy and enterprise 

 There is potential to diversify the employment and industrial base of the plan area to help 

ensure that the local economy is more resilient to changes in the wider economy.   
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2.4 SA Framework 

The key issues outlined above were then translated into an ‘SA Framework’ of objectives and 
assessment questions.  This SA Framework provides a methodological framework for the assessment 
of likely significant effects on the baseline.  

The SA objectives are set out below, grouped by sustainability themes through which the SA 
information has been presented in this SA Report. 

The full SA Framework of objectives and assessment questions are subsequently presented in 
Appendix A. 

Table 2.2: Sustainability themes and SA objectives 

Biodiversity  

 Protect and enhance all biodiversity and geological features 

Land, soil and water resources 

 Ensure the more efficient use of land and the use of suitably located previously developed land 

and buildings. 
 Promote sustainable waste management solutions that encourage the reduction, re-use and 

recycling of waste. 
 Use and manage water resources in a sustainable manner.  

Air quality 

 Improve air quality in the CCNP area and minimise and/or mitigate against all sources of 
environmental pollution. 

Cl imate change 

 Minimise impacts on climate change and reduce our vulnerability to future climate change 
effects. 

Historic environment and landscape 

 Protect, maintain and enhance the historic environment and archaeological assets  
 Protect and enhance the character and quality of rural and urban landscapes, maintaining and 

strengthening local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

Population and community 

 Provide everyone with the opportunity to live in good quality, affordable housing, and ensure 
an appropriate mix of dwelling sizes, types and tenures within their communities. 

 Provide a safe and healthy environment in which to live.  
 Reduce poverty and deprivation and promote more inclusive and self-contained communities. 
 Improve equality of access to, and engagement in local, high-quality community services and 

facilities. 
 Raise educational attainment levels across the CCNP area and provide opportunities for 

people to improve their workplace skills. 
 Reduce the need to travel and promote more sustainable transport choices. 

Economy and enterprise 

 Encourage a vibrant, diversified and sustainable economy based on efficient resource use and 

offering opportunities and prosperity for all.  
 Ensure adequate provision of high-quality employment land and diverse employment 

opportunities in appropriate locations to meet the needs of local businesses, a changing 
workforce and the environment. 

 

  



Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

SA Report to accompany the 

Submission version of the CCNP 

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 12 

 

3. What has plan making / SA involved to this point? 

3.1 Introduction 

In accordance with the SEA Regulations the SA Report must include… 

 An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with; and 

 The likely significant effects on the environment associated with alternatives / an outline of the 

reasons for selecting the preferred approach in light of alternatives appraised. 

The ‘narrative’ of plan-making / SA up to this point is told within this part of the SA Report.  Specifically, 
this section explains how preparation of the current Submission version of the CCNP has been 
informed by an appraisal of a number of alternative approaches to housing delivery in the 
Neighbourhood Plan area. 

3.2 Overview of plan making / SA work undertaken since 2014 

Plan-making for the CCNP has been underway since 2014.  Initial work incorporated a number of 
informal and formal consultation exercises carried out by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, 
including on the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan.   

A range of consultation events have since been carried out for the Neighbourhood Plan.  This has 
included a range of exhibitions, open meetings and questions and answer sessions as well as 
workshops.  This has been accompanied by a number of surveys and articles.  Recent consultation 
events have included workshops undertaken in February and March 2016 and an online survey 
undertaken during the same period, and additional public consultation on housing site options during 
May 2016. 

The following sections discuss the evolution of the CCNP in association with the SA process. 

3.3 Appraisal of reasonable alternatives for the Neighbourhood Plan 

3.3.1 Reasonable alternatives 

A key element of the SA process is the appraisal of ‘reasonable alternatives’ for the CCNP.  In this 
context reasonable alternatives have been considered in relation to the scale of housing provision in 
the Neighbourhood Plan area in the period to 2026. 

The Wiltshire Core Strategy was adopted in January 2015 and sets out a framework for how future 
development across Wiltshire will be planned and delivered in the period to 2026.  The Wiltshire Local 
Plan (2011) includes more detailed planning policies that will work with the strategic policies set out in 
the Core Strategy and includes detailed polices for development management. The Saved Policies of 
the North Wiltshire Local Plan will in due course be replaced by a partial review of the Wiltshire Core 
Strategy. 

Neighbourhood plans will form part of the development plan for Wiltshire, alongside, but not as a 
replacement for the Core Strategy.  The Core Strategy states that it seeks to give communities a solid 
framework within which appropriate community-led planning policy documents, including 
neighbourhood plans, can be brought forward.  Neighbourhood plans are required to be in conformity 
with the Core Strategy and can develop policies and proposals to address local place-based issues.  In 
this way it is intended for the Core Strategy to provide a clear overall strategic direction for 
development in Wiltshire, whilst enabling finer detail to be determined through the neighbourhood 
planning process where appropriate.   

The Core Strategy states that “The strategy for Calne will help to maintain the economic base in the 
town with mixed growth of employment alongside housing, thus improving the self-containment of the 
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settlement.”6  Calne town has been designated through the Core Strategy Settlement Strategy as a 
‘Market Town’, with Derry Hill / Studley designated as a ‘Large Village’.  The Core Strategy sets out an 
allocation of 1,605 new home for the wider Calne Community Area between 2006 and 2026, with 
1,440 allocated for Calne itself. 

Whilst this allocation has now been met in Calne, the Core Strategy seeks to stress that “the indicative 
figures also allow a flexible approach which will allow the council including through the preparation of 
the Sites Allocation DPD and local communities preparing neighbourhood plans to respond positively 
to opportunities without being inhibited by an overly prescriptive, rigid approach which might otherwise 
prevent sustainable development proposals that can contribute to maintaining a deliverable five year 
housing land supply and delivering the strategic objectives of the plan.  Neighbourhood Plans should 
not be constrained by the specific housing requirements within the Core Strategy and additional 
growth may be appropriate and consistent with the Settlement Strategy.” 

 

Figure 3.1: Relationship of the Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan with the strategic policies of the 
Wiltshire Local Plan 

3.3.2 Consideration of options for housing numbers 

Wiltshire Council’s housing supply statement, published in September 2015, confirmed that both 
Calne and Calne Without have met and exceeded their indicative Core Strategy housing requirement 
within the Neighbourhood Plan period.  

Whilst the CCNP Steering Group recognised that the Neighbourhood Plan area had met and exceeded 
their indicative Core Strategy housing requirement, it was viewed that potential options for growth 
should be explored with the aim of supporting the vitality of the Neighbourhood Plan area.   

To support decision-making on this element of the CCNP, the SA process considered three broad 
options relating to the scale of housing delivery to be taken forward for the purposes of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

The three options are as follows:  

                                                                                                                         
6 Wiltshire Core Strategy (January 2015) ‘The Strategy for the Calne Area’, para 5.40 



Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

SA Report to accompany the 

Submission version of the CCNP 

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 14 

 

Option 1: Deliver the minimum requirements of the Wiltshire Core Strategy (i.e. the delivery of no 
further dwellings in the Neighbourhood Plan area).  

Option 2: Limit housing delivery in the Neighbourhood Plan area up to a level of c.300 dwellings. 

Option 3: Delivery of a more significant number of dwellings through the CCNP, with no limits to 
housing numbers. 

These options were considered through the SA Framework of objectives and appraisal questions 
developed during scoping (see Section 2). 

Table 3.1 presents the findings of the appraisal of Option 1 to Option 3 outlined above.  These are 
presented through the sustainability themes discussed in Section 2.2. 

To support the assessment findings, the three options have been ranked in terms of their performance 
against the relevant theme.  It is anticipated that this will provide the reader with a likely indication of the 
comparative sustainability performance of the three options in relation to each theme. 

Table 3.1: Appraisal findings: options for housing numbers in the Calne Community Neighbourhood 
Plan area 

Opt ion 1: Deliver the minimum requirements of the Wiltshire Core Strategy (i.e. the delivery of no further 

dwellings in the Neighbourhood Plan area)  

Opt ion 2: Limit housing delivery in the Neighbourhood Plan area up to a level of c.300 dwellings  

Opt ion 3: Delivery of a more significant number of dwellings through the CCNP, with no limits to housing 
numbers. 

Sus tainability 

t heme  
D is cus s io n o f po t ent ia l effect s  and r elat ive mer it s  o f o pt io ns  

Rank of preference  

Opt  1 Opt  2 Opt  3 

Biodiversity  

Effects on biodiversity are likely to be increased through the delivery of a 

higher level of housing in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  In this context, 

Option 3, through delivering a larger number of dwellings has the potential to 

lead to an increased magnitude of effects on biodiversity assets locally.  This 

includes through habitat loss and direct and indirect impacts on species.  

However, a larger scale of housing delivery may increase opportunities for 

biodiversity enhancements, such as green infrastructure improvements and 

enhancements to ecological networks.   

All allocations have the potential to have impacts on biodiversity assets if 

located inappropriately and have poor design and layout. Likewise all 

allocations have the potential to promote net gains in biodiversity value.  In 

this context, for all sites, potential effects on biodiversity depend on 

elements such as the provision of green infrastructure to accompany new 

development areas and the retention and incorporation of biodiversity 
features.    

1  2  3  
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Opt ion 1: Deliver the minimum requirements of the Wiltshire Core Strategy (i.e. the delivery of no further 

dwellings in the Neighbourhood Plan area)  

Opt ion 2: Limit housing delivery in the Neighbourhood Plan area up to a level of c.300 dwellings  

Opt ion 3: Delivery of a more significant number of dwellings through the CCNP, with no limits to housing 
numbers. 

Sus tainability 

t heme  
D is cus s io n o f po t ent ia l effect s  and r elat ive mer it s  o f o pt io ns  

Rank of preference  

Opt  1 Opt  2 Opt  3 

Land, soil 

and water 

resources 

Option 3, which will deliver a higher level of development in the 

Neighbourhood Plan area has the potential to increase development on 

greenfield land.  The option also has increased potential to lead to the loss of 

areas of the best and most versatile agricultural land present in the area 

(including land classified as Grade 1, 2 and 3a agricultural land).  Whilst 

Option 1 will restrict new development, Option 2 may have increased 

potential to support the efficient use of land through the reuse of existing 

structures and rejuvenating previously developed land. 

In terms of water quality, it is difficult to come to a conclusion regarding the 

potential for development at any given location to result in negative effects 

without an understanding of the design measures that will be put in place.  

For example sustainable drainage systems – SuDS – are an effective means 

of minimising surface water runoff and hence pollution.  However it should be 

noted that there is likely to be more scope for the implementation of 

measures such as SuDS within the larger scale of development promoted by 
Options 2 and 3. 

1  2  3  

Air quality 

Existing air quality issues in the Neighbourhood Plan area are closely linked 

to traffic and congestion on key routes through Calne town centre.  In this 

context an increased level of housing development through Option 3, and to 

a lesser extent, Option 2, has the potential to lead to increases in traffic 

congestion, with associated impacts on air quality in this sensitive location.  

New development, if appropriately targeted, may however facilitate 

enhancements to transport infrastructure or green infrastructure 
improvements which will help limit traffic growth. 

1  2  3  



Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

SA Report to accompany the 

Submission version of the CCNP 

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 16 

 

Opt ion 1: Deliver the minimum requirements of the Wiltshire Core Strategy (i.e. the delivery of no further 

dwellings in the Neighbourhood Plan area)  

Opt ion 2: Limit housing delivery in the Neighbourhood Plan area up to a level of c.300 dwellings  

Opt ion 3: Delivery of a more significant number of dwellings through the CCNP, with no limits to housing 
numbers. 

Sus tainability 

t heme  
D is cus s io n o f po t ent ia l effect s  and r elat ive mer it s  o f o pt io ns  

Rank of preference  

Opt  1 Opt  2 Opt  3 

Climate 
change 

In terms of climate change mitigation, the options which facilitate an 

increased level of development (Option 3, and to a lesser extent, Option 2) 

will lead to an increased level of greenhouse gas emissions due to an 
enlarged built footprint of the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Otherwise, in terms of greenhouse gas emissions, road transport is the 

significant contributor to emissions in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  The 

extent to which the three options have the potential to support climate 

change mitigation through facilitating a reduced level of car dependency is 

therefore a key element.  In this context, Option 2, through promoting smaller 

scale housing provision across the Neighbourhood Plan area, has increased 

potential to facilitate the development of new housing at locations which are 

more integrated with the existing built up area of Calne, Studley and Derry Hill. 

This has the potential to allow at some locations easier access to services 

and facilities by sustainable modes of transport such as walking and cycling.  

However Option 3, through potentially facilitating larger-scale sites, may 

enable more effective improvements to walking and cycling and public 

transport links through the infrastructure opportunities afforded by larger 
allocations. 

In terms of climate change adaptation, enhancements to the Neighbourhood 

Plan area’s green infrastructure networks will be a key means of helping the 

plan area adapt to the effects of climate change.  This includes through 

helping to regulate extreme temperatures and regulate surface water run-off. 

In this context the direct provision of green infrastructure improvements to 

accompany new development areas may be more achievable through the 

facilitation of new development enabled through Options 2 and 3, including 
through mechanisms such as the community infrastructure levy. 

The effect of new development areas on fluvial, surface water and 

groundwater flooding depends on the location of new development and the 

implementation of sustainable urban drainage systems. 

1  2  3  

Historic 

environment 

and 
landscape 

Through increasing the scale of development to be taken forward for the 

purposes of the Neighbourhood Plan, Option 3 has increased potential to 

lead to impacts on landscape character (including the North Wessex Downs 

AONB) and the setting of the historic environment.  This includes through 

loss of landscape features, visual impacts and impacts on light pollution.  In 

this context Option 1, through limiting development and 2, through 

promoting a limited scale of development, is less likely to lead to significant 
effects on landscape and townscape character.  

Option 2, through promoting a smaller scale of housing delivery, increases 

opportunities for supporting the reuse and rejuvenation of existing heritage 

assets in Calne, Derry Hill and Studley.  This will support the Neighbourhood 

Plan area’s historic environment resource, if high quality design and layout is 

incorporated within new provision.  Similarly Option 2 provides opportunities 

for enhancing local character and distinctiveness if high quality design is 

incorporated within new provision. Option 2 therefore provides some balance 

between providing opportunities to rejuvenate existing underutilised heritage 

assets whilst protecting landscape character, visual amenity and the setting 

of the historic environment.  Notwithstanding this, the provision of up to 

c.300 dwellings does not preclude the development of larger scale greenfield 

sites which have the potential to lead to effects on landscape and townscape 

character. 

1  2  3  
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Opt ion 1: Deliver the minimum requirements of the Wiltshire Core Strategy (i.e. the delivery of no further 

dwellings in the Neighbourhood Plan area)  

Opt ion 2: Limit housing delivery in the Neighbourhood Plan area up to a level of c.300 dwellings  

Opt ion 3: Delivery of a more significant number of dwellings through the CCNP, with no limits to housing 
numbers. 

Sus tainability 

t heme  
D is cus s io n o f po t ent ia l effect s  and r elat ive mer it s  o f o pt io ns  

Rank of preference  

Opt  1 Opt  2 Opt  3 

Population 

and 

community 

In terms of affordable housing, such provision may be easier to deliver 

through the larger allocations delivered through Option 3 and Option 2. 

Whilst all new developments involving one or more dwellings are liable for the 

community infrastructure levy, concentrating the delivery of housing at larger 

sites may help enable the securing of additional contributions to site specific 

mitigation through Section 106 planning agreements (it should be noted 

however that such contributions are typically required to make a 

development proposal acceptable in planning terms that would not 

otherwise be acceptable).  Recent legislation has introduced a 10 unit 

threshold for affordable housing contributions.   

In terms of the provision of services and facilities, the delivery of CIL monies 

and similar mechanisms are likely to be more achievable through the 

allocations facilitated through Options 2 and 3. Similarly potential 

enhancements to the vitality of the Neighbourhood Plan area promoted 

through population growth facilitated through these options may support the 

availability and viability of services, facilities and amenities.  Both Options 2 

and 3 have the potential to support the delivery of community infrastructure, 
if CIL monies and other mechanisms are effectively targeted. 

The delivery of housing provision through larger scale allocations has the 

potential to concentrate effects on road safety and noise quality from 

increased traffic flows at certain locations.  This may have effects on the 

health and wellbeing of residents.  Effects however depend on the location of 

new development areas and the integration of elements such as sustainable 

transport linkages and green infrastructure provision as well as other 

community infrastructure. 

In relation to transport and accessibility Option 2, through promoting smaller 

scale housing provision across the plan area, has increased potential to 

facilitate the development of new housing at locations which are more 

integrated with the existing built up area of Calne, Derry Hill and Studley. This 

has the potential to allow at some locations easier access to services and 

facilities by sustainable modes of transport such as walking and cycling.  

However, the provision of new and improved sustainable transport 

infrastructure to accompany new housing development, including 

pedestrian/cycle and public transport links may be more feasible with the 
larger scale of development proposed through Option 3.         

3  2  1  

Economy 

and 

enterprise 

Through facilitating increased housing delivery in the Neighbourhood Plan 

area, Option 3, and to a lesser extent, Option 2 are likely to support the 
economic vitality and viability of Calne town. 

Option 2 has the potential to lead to an increased proportion of housing 

provision taking place closer to central areas of Calne.  This will support the 

vibrancy and viability of the town centre, including through supporting local 

shops and amenities and increasing the vitality of the town centre. Option 3 

is likely to lead the delivery of larger sites located further from the central 
areas of Calne.  This will do less to support the vitality of the town centre. 

3  1  2  
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Current approach to housing in the Neighbourhood Plan 

Wiltshire Council’s housing supply statement, published in September 2015, confirmed that both 
Calne and Calne Without have met and exceeded their indicative Core Strategy housing requirement 
within the Neighbourhood Plan period.  Whilst this indicates that there is no strategic need to provide 
land for further housing within the Neighbourhood Plan area during the current plan period, 
consultation on CCNP undertaken to date has highlighted that there is a perception that growth has 
not been accompanied by infrastructure provision.  This has been accompanied by a view that future 
housing development should only be taken forward if it brings community infrastructure to the 
Neighbourhood Plan area.  

In this context the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group took the view that that the pressure for new 
development in Calne and Calne Without is likely to continue, and there was an associated need to 
shape development in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  As such it was decided that an appropriate basis 
for the Neighbourhood Plan was to deliver an applicable level of housing to enable and help secure 
new and enhanced community infrastructure.  A central aim of the CCNP is therefore to take forward 
those sites which it is considered have the most potential to bring forward community benefits whilst 
also limiting adverse effects on the Neighbourhood Plan area.   

In light of the above, the preferred approach taken forward for the purposes of the CCNP mirrors that 
of Option 2 considered above.  This is in recognition that whilst delivering no further housing through 
the CCNP would help limit impacts on elements such as congestion and traffic growth, air quality, the 
historic environment and landscape character, such an approach would preclude opportunities for 
shaping new development to maximise potential community benefits.  It was also recognised that a 
limited approach similar to Option 1 would do less to support the vitality and viability of Calne town 
centre and limit opportunities for enhancing the quality of life of residents. 

It was also recognised that, in light of existing issues such as congestion, road safety and air quality, 
growth would need to be managed in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  For this reason taking forward an 
option similar to Option 3 considered above would be inappropriate. 

3.3.3 Consideration of spatial strategy options  

Following the decision to take forward an appropriate level of housing through the CCNP which would 
deliver community benefits whilst helping to limit adverse impacts of growth, the Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group initiated a process to decide which sites to take forward as allocations for the 
purposes of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

The Wiltshire Council Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) was used as the basis 
for initial site identification. Using the information available regarding site owners in the SHLAA, contact 
was made with landowners/agents and meetings were held to introduce the Neighbourhood Plan and 
discuss the potential for development of their individual sites.  A Call for Sites exercise was also 
undertaken to reach landowners in the Neighbourhood Plan Area with an interest in developing their 
land for all types of uses.  

Following this process 25 sites in Calne, Derry Hill and Studley were identified as sites to consider for 
the Neighbourhood Plan.  An independent and objective site assessment was then undertaken by 
AECOM on each of the 25 sites identified.  Site visits were conducted in conjunction with members of 
the Steering Group. The following criteria were used to assess each site on its merits:  

 Background details;  

 Existing land use;  

 Surrounding land use;  

 Site characteristics;  

 Site planning history;  



Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

SA Report to accompany the 

Submission version of the CCNP 

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 19 

 

 Suitability;  

 Accessibility;  

 Environmental considerations;  

 Community facilities and services;  

 Heritage considerations;  

 Flood risk;  

 Existing infrastructure; and  

 Suitability for a potential community facility  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.2: Location of sites considered through the site assessment for the CCNP: Calne town 
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Figure 3.3: Location of sites considered through the site assessment for the CCNP: Studley and Derry 
Hill 

The site assessment, which was undertaken by the key members of the SA team, can be accessed at 
the following location: 

http://www.calne.gov.uk/Neighbourhood-Plan-.aspx  

Utilising the information presented and findings from the site assessment, the CCNP Steering Group 
selected sites from the 17 deliverable or possibly deliverable sites identified by the site assessment to 
take forward for consultation as options for the Neighbourhood Plan.  Sites were selected on the basis 
of 1) the suitability, deliverability and availability of the sites, and 2) the additional community benefit 
being offered over and above the statutory provision.  

This process resulted in two sets of sites being identified as options by the Steering Group.  These 
were selected as the sites most likely of deliver significant community infrastructure.  This was in 
response to the key objective of the CCNP developed through consultation- to deliver community 
facilities and infrastructure through the Neighbourhood Plan through the allocation of appropriate sites 
for housing. 

 The options identified were as follows:  

 Option 1: Land North of Low Lane – SHLAA site 486; and 

 Option 2: Land South West of Calne – SHLAA site 709, 3311, 3312, 3251 

The locations of these sites are presented in Figure 3.4 below. 

http://www.calne.gov.uk/Neighbourhood-Plan-.aspx
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Figure 3.4: Spatial strategy options 

To support the consideration of these two spatial strategies for housing, the SA process has 
considered the relative merits of each option for taking forward for the purposes of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  The two options were considered through the SA Framework of objectives and 
appraisal questions developed during scoping (see Section 2.4). 

Table 3.2 presents the findings of the appraisal of Option 1 and Option 2 outlined above. 
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Table 3.2: Appraisal findings: spatial strategy options 

Opt ion 1:   Land North of Low Lane – SHLAA site 486  

Opt ion 2:   Land South West of Calne – SHLAA site 709, 3311, 3312, 3251  

Sus tainability 

t heme  
D is cus s io n o f po t ent ia l effect s  and r elat ive mer it s  o f o pt io ns  

Rank of preference  

Opt ion 1  Opt ion 2  

Biodiversity  

In terms of Option 1, the site is 450m from a County Wildlife Site in the east.  

A number of trees and hedges are present on the site, as well as a water 

course on the northern boundary, which could provide potential habitat for 
protected species. 

In relation to Option 2, none of the sites within the cluster have the potential 

to affect internationally or nationally designated nature conservation sites or 

sites designated for their local importance.  The sites considered through 

this cluster have a range of mature trees and hedgerows present which could 

offer biodiversity potential, including protected species.  An area of 

Deciduous Woodland Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat is present on 

the eastern part of site 3312. 

2  2  

Land, soil 

and water 
resources 

Both options would lead to the loss of greenfield agricultural land. 

Recent agricultural land classification has not been undertaken at the sites 

being considered through Option 2.  However pre 1988 classification 

determined the sites to be a mixture of Grade 3 and Grade 4 agricultural land. 

As such it is uncertain whether this land comprises the best and most 

versatile agricultural land (Grade 3a) or Grade 3b and 4. 

The site being considered through Option 1 has had recent agricultural land 

classification undertaken. The studies show that the land can be classified as 

Grade 3b land. As such the site does not comprise land classified as the best 

and most versatile agricultural land. 

In terms of water quality, it is difficult to come to a conclusion regarding the 

potential for development at any given location to result in negative effects 

without an understanding of the design measures that will be put in place.  

For example sustainable drainage systems – SuDS – are an effective means 
of minimising surface water runoff and hence pollution.  

1  2  

Air quality 

Existing air quality issues in the Neighbourhood Plan area are closely linked 

to traffic and congestion on key routes through Calne town centre.  In this 

context the delivery of the sites as housing allocations have the potential to 

have impacts on air quality in the town centre. However this will be limited by 

the scale of the allocations and the relative proximity of the sites within 

walking distance of Calne town centre. 

Option 1 also will support the delivery of a link road at this location, reducing 

potential pressures on key routes through Calne town centre, where an Air 
Quality Management Area is present. 

1  2  

Climate 

change 

In terms of climate change mitigation, both options are within relative 

proximity to Calne town centre.  This will encourage walking and cycling and 

help reduce car dependency, supporting a limitation of greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

In terms of climate change adaptation, no fluvial or surface water flood zones 

are present on the sites comprising the cluster being considered through 

Option 2. Most of the site comprising Option 1 lies in Flood Zone 1; however 

the northern part of the site is within Flood Zone 2 and 3, as Abberd Brook 

runs on northern boundary of the site  

2  1  
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Opt ion 1:   Land North of Low Lane – SHLAA site 486  

Opt ion 2:   Land South West of Calne – SHLAA site 709, 3311, 3312, 3251  

Sus tainability 
t heme  

D is cus s io n o f po t ent ia l effect s  and r elat ive mer it s  o f o pt io ns  
Rank of preference  

Opt ion 1  Opt ion 2  

Historic 

environment 

and 
landscape 

The site comprising Option 1 is not constrained by historic environment 

considerations, such as listed buildings, scheduled monuments or 
conservation areas. 

The Grade II* listed Vernleaze and attached service range and garden wall is 

located within the cluster of sites comprising Option 2.  The Calne 
Conservation Area is within 150m of the north east of the cluster of sites.  

In relation to the AONB, whilst the sites are not located within the North 

Wessex Downs AONB there is a need for consideration to made of potential 

impacts on the setting of and views from the AONB.  This includes relating to 

views from key locations in the AONB, including the Cherhill White Horse, 

which is located approximately 4-5km from Calne.  

In this context the potential Land North of Low Lane allocation is screened 

from key viewpoints in the AONB by the topography of the site, which slopes 

down from the south east to the north west down to the valley of the Abberd 

Brook.  Likewise, views from the AONB are already affected, and screened by, 

the silica sand quarry at Calne Quarry and the adjacent gravel pits.  These are 

located between the AONB and the Land North of Low Lane site, and are 

located uphill from the potential site allocation.  As such the high level of 

physical and visual containment of the location in relation to the AONB limits 

the impact on viewpoints from and the scenic qualities or tranquillity of the 
AONB. 

In relation to the Land South West of Calne, this is located on the western 

side of the town, approximately 5.5km from the AONB.  In terms of views from 

the AONB, 1) its location beyond the built up area of the town (which is 

located between the AONB and the site) and 2) the sloping topography of the 

site down from c.95m in the south east to c.75m in the north west will 
preclude impacts on views from the AONB. 

In relation to the Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites World Heritage 

Site, this is located over 7km away from the two potential allocations, and is 

screened by multiple ridgelines.  As such allocations at these locations are 
unlikely to have negative effects on the setting or integrity of the WHS.  

1  2  

Population 

and 
community 

In terms of the delivery of housing, including affordable housing and housing 

types and tenures to meet local needs, both options perform similarly due to 
similar capacities of c.250 dwellings. 

In relation to transport and accessibility both sets of sites have relatively 

good access to the services and facilities located in Calne town centre, with 

the sites considered through Option 2 slightly closer to the town centre and 

accessible via Wenhill Lane and the former railway. The site proposed 

through Option 1 is accessible to the town centre via the path alongside 

Abberd Brook.  This will support access to services and facilities by 

sustainable modes of transport such as walking and cycling.  Option 1 will 
also support the delivery of a new link road.   

Both options will deliver community infrastructure.  In this context Option 1 

will deliver a new link road, local convenience shop, and two play spaces for 

children, and Option 2 will deliver a convenience store, open space, additional 
school fields/pitches and a cycle way.         

1  1  

Economy 

and 

enterprise 

Both options have relatively good access to Calne town centre and will 

deliver a similar level of housing.  This will support the vitality and viability of 

the town.   

1  1  
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During the first half of 2016, consultation on which of these two options was most appropriate for 
taking forward through the CCNP was undertaken with the community.  Following consultation, an 
analysis of responses indicated that there was a clear preference for taking forward the Land North of 
Low Lane site rather than the South West of Calne sites.  This resulted in the Land North of Low Lane 
site being allocated in the Regulation 14 consultation version of the CCNP (and subsequently) the 
current Submission version of the CCNP. 

3.4 Development of Neighbourhood Plan policies and Regulation 14 

consultation 

To support the implementation of the vision and objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan discussed in 
Section 2.1, the Regulation 14 version of the CCNP (November 2016) put forward a range of policies to 
guide development in the CCNP area.  These were developed following extensive community 
consultation and evidence gathering. 

During consultation on the Regulation 14 version of the CCNP, a number of responses were received 
from consultees and stakeholders.  To reflect these responses, the policies of the CCNP were updated 
and included in the Submission version of the CCNP.   

3.5 Current version of the CCNP 

The current Submission version of the Neighbourhood Plan presents 31 policies to guide 
development in the CCNP area.  

The policies, and themes under which they are grouped, are as follows: 

Housing and infrastructure 

 Policy H1 – Housing Allocation  

 Policy H2 – Affordable Housing  

 Policy H3 – Housing Mix  

 Policy H4 – Sustainable Design  

 Policy H5 – Windfall Sites  

 Policy H6 – Community Infrastructure Levy Local Priorities  

 Policy H7 – Phasing of Development  

Getting Around  

 Policy GA1 – Sustainable Transport  

 Policy GA2 – Highway Impact  

Working and Shopping  

 Policy WS1 – Employment  

 Policy WS2 – Calne Town Centre  

 Policy WS3 – Local Neighbourhood Shopping  

 Policy WS4 – Other Retail Development  
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Town Centre Masterplan  

 Policy TC1 – Public Realm  

 Policy TC2 – Movement  

 Policy TC3 – Car Parking  

 Policy TC4 – Town Centre Development  

Community Facilities  

 Policy CF1 – Health, Leisure and Wellbeing  

 Policy CF2 – Educational Facilities  

 Policy CF3 – Community Assets  

Built Environment  

 Policy BE1 – Design and Landscaping  

 Policy BE2 – Local Distinctiveness and Aesthetics  

 Policy BE3 – Parking Provision  

 Policy BE4 – Heritage Assets  

Natural Environment  

 Policy NE1 – Local Green Space  

 Policy NE2 – Open Space and Green Infrastructure  

 Policy NE3 – Setting of Calne and Calne Without  

 Policy NE4 – Biodiversity  

 Policy NE5 – Renewable Energy  

 Policy NE6 – Energy Conservation  

 Policy NE7 – Flooding  

The next chapter considers these policies through appraising the current Submission version of the 
CCNP. 
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4. What are the appraisal findings at this current stage? 

4.1 Introduction 

The aim of this chapter is to present appraisal findings and recommendations in relation to the 
Submission version of the CCNP.  This chapter is structured as follows: 

Sections 4.3 to 4.9 present an appraisal of the Submission version of the CCNP under the seven 
sustainability theme headings; and  

Section 4.10 subsequently discusses overall conclusions at this current stage. 

4.2 Approach to the appraisal 

The appraisal is structured under the seven sustainability themes. 

For each theme ‘significant effects’ of the draft plan on the baseline are predicted and evaluated.  
Account is taken of the criteria presented within Schedule 2 of the Regulations. 7  So, for example, 
account is taken of the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of effects as far as possible.  
Cumulative effects are also considered.  These effect ‘characteristics’ are described within the 
assessment as appropriate. 

Every effort is made to identify / evaluate effects accurately; however, this is inherently challenging 
given the high level nature of the plan.  The ability to predict effects accurately is also limited by 
understanding of the baseline and the nature of future planning applications.  Because of the 
uncertainties involved, there is a need to exercise caution when identifying and evaluating significant 
effects and ensure all assumptions are explained.  In many instances it is not possible to predict 
significant effects, but it is possible to comment on merits (or otherwise) in more general terms.  

It is important to note that effects are predicted taking into account the criteria presented within 
Schedule 2 of the SEA Regulations.  So, for example, account is taken of the probability, duration, 
frequency and reversibility of effects as far as possible.  Cumulative effects are also considered (i.e. 
where the effects of the plan may combine with the effects of other planned or on-going activity that is 
outside the control of the CCNP).  These effect ‘characteristics’ are described within the appraisal as 
appropriate. 

4.3 Biodiversity 

The housing allocation proposed through the CCNP at the Land North of Law Lane is unlikely to have 
significant effects on nationally designation nature conservation sites, including the SSSI located in 
the Neighbourhood Plan area (the Calstone and Cherhill Downs SSSI) and Bencroft Meadows SSSI, 
which is located outside of the Neighbourhood Plan area 2.7km from Calne town.  In this context the 
sites are not within Impact Risk Zone for the SSSIs for the types of development proposed.  Allocation 
of this site for housing is also unlikely to have impacts on locally designated sites, including the County 
Wildlife Site located 450m from the site.  Whilst there are a number of trees and hedges present on the 
site, as well as a water course on the northern boundary, which could provide potential habitat for 
protected species, it is likely that the other policies of CCNP will provide protection and offer potential 
enhancements relating to these features. 

The current version of the CCNP sets out a range of provisions which will 1) help limit potential effects 
from new development on features and areas of biodiversity interest in the Neighbourhood Area and 2) 
support enhancements. 

In this regard, Policy NE4 (Biodiversity) is the key policy.   The policy highlights that all planning 
applications should demonstrate how biodiversity will be protected, and habitats enhanced.  In this 

                                                                                                                         
7 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
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context it seeks to ensure that the creation of new habitat accompanies new development areas and 
where possible, incorporate new wildlife corridors and encourages the creation of additional habitat 
space, ‘including roosting, nesting or shelter opportunities for wildlife’.  It also seeks to ensure that 
where the loss of habitat cannot be avoided, new development should seek to provide ‘an offsetting 
undertaking to create a compensating habitat area, in a proportion of at least 2:1 to that which is lost, 
to ensure a net gain in biodiversity.’  The policy also offers protection to County Wildlife Sites and to 
habitats and species associated with the River Marden and the Wiltshire and Berkshire Canal. 

Policy NE4 will be supported by the policies which support open space and green infrastructure 
enhancements.  A number of the policies seek to enhance green infrastructure.  In this context Policy 
NE2 (Open Space and Green Infrastructure) seeks to support the protection and enhancement of 
habitats in new and enhanced green infrastructure provision, and Policy H1 (Housing Allocations) and 
Policy CF1 (Health, Leisure and Wellbeing) supports the provision of new multifunctional public open 
space, appropriate landscaping and tree planting.  Biodiversity networks will also be supported by 
Policy BE1 (Design and Landscaping), which seeks to ensure that ‘all soft landscaping should 
contribute to supporting native fauna where possible’, and if appropriate, select species more tolerant 
to future climate change.   

In this context the policies offer a proactive approach to protecting and enhancing biodiversity assets 
in the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

4.4 Land, soil and water resources 

In relation to agricultural land, whilst the proposed allocation at the Land North of Law Lane (Policy H1) 
will lead to the loss of greenfield land, this land has not been classified as the Best and Most Versatile 
Agricultural Land.  The productivity of land will also be supported by Policy CF1 (Health, Leisure & 
Wellbeing), which promotes the provision of allotments in the Neighbourhood plan area. 

NE2 (Open Space and Green Infrastructure), supported by Policy BE1 (Design and Landscaping), will 
promote soil and water quality through promoting the ongoing development of high quality 
multifunctional green infrastructure networks in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  The ability of natural 
processes to support soil and water quality will be further reinforced by the policies supporting 
biodiversity enhancements (see Section 4.3). 

In relation to water resources, Policy H4 supports sustainable design, which will support water 
efficiency and Policy H7 (Phasing of Development) seeks to ensure that appropriate infrastructure 
(including sewerage provision) is supplied with new development in the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

4.5 Air quality 

Air quality is a key issue for Calne, and in 2013 an AQMA was designated in central Calne along the A4 
Curzon Street / New Road from Greenacres Way to Shelburne Road, along a small part of the A3102 at 
Silver Street and around The Square / Wood Street.  

Existing air quality issues in the Neighbourhood Plan area are closely linked to traffic and congestion 
on key routes through Calne town centre.  In this context the current version of the Neighbourhood 
Plan acknowledges air quality and congestion issues in the town, and as such has a strong focus on 
limiting traffic growth and promoting alternatives to the private car.  

In this context Policy GA1 (Sustainable Transport) seeks to ensure that new development proposals 
maximise the potential for pedestrian and cycle linkages, and support connections to bus networks.  
Policy GA2 (Highway Impact) seeks to limit the effect of new development on congestion and air 
quality, in particular in Calne town centre and the AQMA, through managing traffic and HGV 
movements.  The policies for Calne town centre, including Policy WS2 (Calne Town Centre), Policy TC2 
(Movement) and Policy TC3 (Car Parking) also have a strong focus on promoting sustainable transport 
use, including through seeking to limit new parking provision in the town centre and enhancing 
connections by walking and cycling. 
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Air quality in the town will also be supported by the policies which promote enhancements to green 
infrastructure networks, including NE1 (Local Green Space), NE2 (Open Space and Green 
Infrastructure) and by Policy BE1 (Design and Landscaping).  In addition to promoting alternatives to 
the private car through encouraging walking and cycling by enhanced connections and improvements 
to the public realm, the provision of new open space and planting and landscaping will support the 
dissipation and absorption of pollutants. 

4.6 Climate change 

In terms of climate change mitigation, road transport is an increasingly significant contributor to 
greenhouse gas emissions in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  

In this context Policy GA1 (Sustainable Transport) seeks to ensure that new development proposals 
maximise the potential for pedestrian and cycle linkages, and support connections to bus networks.  
Policy GA2 (Highway Impact) seeks to limit the effect of new development on through managing traffic 
movements.  The policies for Calne town centre, including Policy WS2 (Calne Town Centre), Policy TC2 
(Movement) and Policy TC3 (Car Parking) also have a strong focus on promoting sustainable transport 
use, including through seeking to limit new parking provision in the town centre and enhancing 
connections by walking and cycling.  This will support walking and cycling as an alternative to the 
private car, promoting climate change mitigation. 

The proposed site allocation is located in good proximity to Calne town centre with its range of 
services, facilities, amenities and public transport links.  This will support climate change mitigation 
through limiting the need for residents to travel by the private car and limiting the need to travel.  

Further supporting climate change mitigation in the Neighbourhood Plan area, the current version of 
the CCNP promotes energy efficiency and the provision of renewable energy.  In this respect Policy H4 
(Sustainable Design) highlights that exceedances of current Building Regulations standards in terms of 
energy efficiency with be ‘strongly supported’, and Policy NE6 (Energy Conservation) seeks to ensure 
that proposals for non-residential development should be ’accompanied by details of how they will 
maximise energy conservation’.    Policy NE5 also supports climate change mitigation by supporting 
renewable energy provision in the Neighbourhood Plan area which is ‘appropriate to the built and 
natural environment of the area’.      

Enhancements to green infrastructure networks promote climate change mitigation through 
supporting carbon sequestration and promoting sustainable modes of transport, and climate change 
adaptation through helping to limit the effects of extreme weather events and regulating surface water 
run-off.  In this context the CCNP’s focus on the protection and enhancement of green infrastructure 
provision in the Neighbourhood Plan area will support these elements.    

Policy NE4 (Biodiversity) and Policy BE1 (Design and Landscaping) will further help increase the 
resilience of ecological networks to the effects of climate change through making provision for 
improvements to habitats and enhancing such networks. 

In relation to flood risk in the Neighbourhood Plan area, the addressing of issues linked to fluvial, 
groundwater and surface water flooding are likely to be supported by the provisions of the NPPF.  
Likewise, the flood risk, SuDS and surface water flooding policies proposed by the Wiltshire Core 
Strategy would further help limit adverse effects in this regard.  However Policy NE7 (Flooding) sets out 
the local context to flood risk in the area through setting out provisions for limiting impacts on surface 
water flooding and the provision of SuDs. 

4.7 Historic environment and landscape 

The Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan area has a rich historic environment and distinctive 
character.  A central focus of the policies proposed for the CCNP is on protecting and enhancing the 
quality of the public realm, supporting local distinctiveness, protecting landscape character, and 
supporting the conservation and enhancement of the historic environment.  In this context the current 
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version of the CCNP provides a robust basis for the conservation and enhancement of landscape 
character and townscape character in the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Landscape and townscape quality and the integrity of the historic environment will be supported by 
the policies which promote high quality design, layout and the provision of features and areas which 
promote the quality of the public realm.  Key policies in this regard are the Built Environment policies.  
Policy BE1 (Design and Landscaping) sets out a range of provisions for ensuring that new 
development is accompanied by high quality landscaping which supports local distinctiveness and 
promotes a high quality public realm.  This is supported by Policy BE2 (Local Distinctiveness and 
Aesthetics) which seeks to promote high quality design which is consistent with its setting and 
‘reinforces local distinctiveness, including in relation to materials, built form and settlement patterns’.  
Landscape and townscape quality will also be supported by the green infrastructure policies, including 
Policy NE1 (Local Green Space) and Policy NE2 (Open Space and Green Infrastructure). 

In relation to the potential effects of new development on wider landscape character, Policy NE3 
(Setting of Calne and Calne Without) sets out a range of provisions for protecting and enhancing rural 
character.  This includes through: seeking to protect views in and out of the town and villages in the 
Neighbourhood Plan area; protecting the character of the River Marden; and the integration of green 
buffers and trees within new development to protect and enhance landscape character.  The policy 
also seeks to maintain rural character in relevant locations and limit light pollution.  In this context the 
policy provides a robust basis for protecting landscape character in the vicinity of Calne town, Derry 
Hill and Studley.  In addition to supporting rural character, this will help support the integrity of the 
North Wessex Downs AONB, which covers the eastern part of the Neighbourhood Plan area, and 
through which development in the vicinity of Calne has the potential to affect views to and from. 

In relation to potential effects of the site allocation taken forward by the Submission version of the 
CCNP on the integrity of the North Wessex Downs AONB, the Land North of Low Lane allocation is 

screened from key viewpoints in the AONB by the topography of the site, which slopes down from the south east 

to the north west down to the valley of the Abberd Brook.  Views from the AONB are also already affected (and the 

site screened by) the silica sand quarry at Calne Quarry and the adjacent gravel pits.  These are located between 

the AONB and the site, and are located uphill from the potential site allocation.  As such the high level of physical 

and visual containment of the location in relation to the North Wessex Downs AONB limits the impact on 

viewpoints from the AONB and precludes impacts on its tranquillity and scenic qualities. 

With regards to the Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites World Heritage Site, this is located approximately 

7km away from the proposed allocations, and is screened by multiple ridgelines.  As such an allocations at this 

locations is unlikely to have negative effects on the setting or integrity of the WHS. 

The policies proposed through the latest version of the Neighbourhood Plan provide an additional 
impetus to protecting and enhancing historic environment assets in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  
Policy BE4 (Heritage Assets) is a key policy in this regard.  This seeks to ensure that the fabric and 
setting of listed buildings are protected, the integrity of the two conservation areas (in Calne and Derry 
Hill) are supported, and appropriate siting, design, detailing, materials and methods of construction are 
integrated within new development.  It also recognises the importance of locally distinctive styles of 
development which respect traditional methods and natural materials.  The importance of the ‘g reen’ 
perspective to the setting of the historic environment is also recognised through the policy seeking to 
‘restore forestation and hedgerows to ensure the green heritage is enhanced’.  

In relation to archaeological assets within the Neighbourhood Plan area, Policy BE4 states that 
planning permission will not normally be granted for development proposals which would destroy or 
detrimentally affect archaeological interests.  It also seeks to ensure that development proposals take 
account of their effect on sites with the potential for archaeological interest (including their setting) and 
sets out that proposals with the potential to affect sites of archaeological interest are required to 
submit an appropriately scaled archaeological study to inform mitigation measures.  

The policies promoting sustainable transport use and a limiting of traffic and congestion will also bring 
benefits for the historic environment through helping to limit the impacts on key features and areas of 
historic environment interest.  A key focus of the CCNP in this regard is along key routes in Calne town 
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centre.  A number of the policies (including TC1 to TC4) also seek to ensure that all development 
proposals demonstrate that they adhere to the Town Centre Masterplan.  In this context the policies 
comprising the Town Centre Masterplan will provide a robust basis for the protection and 
enhancement of townscape and landscape quality and the historic environment in the vicinity of the 
town centre through setting out features which local people regard as important, and suggesting ways 
in which these can be maintained and enhanced through a series of development guidelines.  The 
policies for the town centre therefore have the potential to bring significant positive effects for the 
historic environment, given the concentration of nationally listed buildings in this location and the 
coverage of the area by the Calne Conservation Area.  

4.8 Population and community 

The draft plan puts forward one site for housing, a provision totalling in the region of 250 dwellings.  As 
this is anticipated to exceed the requirements of the adopted Wiltshire Core Strategy, it is assumed 
that this growth quantum will meet the objectively assessed housing needs arising locally.  

The current version of the CCNP sets out provisions relating to the type and tenure of housing to be 
provided in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  In this context Policy H2 (Affordable Housing) sets out a 
requirement for 30% Affordable Housing, of which approximately 60% is to be affordable rented and 
40% shared ownership.  Policy H3 sets out provisions for a delivery of a range of housing sizes, and 
also supports provision of housing for older people and promotes opportunities for self-build. 

In terms of the provision of community infrastructure, the policies in the current version of the CCNP 
set out a range of provisions for ensuring the delivery of appropriate services, facilities and amenities 
to accompany new development in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  This reflects a key aim of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  In this context the proposed allocation for the CCNP at the Site North of Law 
Lane has incorporated a range of provisions to ensure the delivery of community infrastructure 
alongside the development area.  This includes the construction of a new link road from Prince Charles 
Drive to Sand Pit Road, two play areas, public open space, landscaping and ancillary infrastructure.  
Policy H6 (Community Infrastructure Levy Local Priorities) also sets out the priorities for the use of 
developer contributions, namely, highway capacity Improvements, public open space improvements to 
cycleway and footpath provision, community facilities, retail provision, children's play areas, and cultural 
facilities.  Policy CF1 (Health, Leisure & Wellbeing) also sets out the types of community provision that 
is expected to be provided alongside new development to support the health and wellbeing of 
residents, including informal open areas, outdoor seating, landscape planting, public realm 
improvements, footpaths and cycleways, and allotments. 

Community provision will also be supported by Policy CF3 (Community Assets), which seeks to set a 
positive framework for enabling the provision of new community facilities and aims to preclude the loss 
of community facilities unless they are not viable or can be replicated elsewhere in the Neighbourhood 
Plan area.  In terms of educational provision, Policy CF2 (Educational Facilities) seeks to protect playing 
fields and school facilities from development and sets out provisions for the expansion of construction 
of new schooling in the area. 

In terms of accessibility to services and facilities, the site proposed for allocation is located in good 
proximity to the centre of Calne with its range of amenities and public transport links.  This will be 
supported by the policies that will promote and support the use of sustainable modes of transport.  In 
this context Policy GA1 (Sustainable Transport) seeks to ensure that new development proposals 
maximise the potential for pedestrian and cycle l inkages, and support connections to bus networks.  
Policy GA2 (Highway Impact) seeks to limit the effect of new development on through managing traffic 
movements.  The policies for Calne town centre, including Policy WS2 (Calne Town Centre), Policy TC2 
(Movement) and Policy TC3 (Car Parking) also have a strong focus on promoting sustainable transport 
use, including through seeking to limit new parking provision in the town centre and enhancing 
connections by walking and cycling.  Accessibility will also be supported through the Working and 
Shopping policies (Policies WS1-4) and the Town Centre Masterplan policies, which will improve the 
vitality of Calne town and promote the provision of new community facilities, services and amenities 
and employment and training opportunities.  



Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

SA Report to accompany the 

Submission version of the CCNP 

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 31 

 

The quality of life of residents will also be promoted by Policy NE1 (Local Green Space) and Policy NE2 
(Open Space and Green Infrastructure), which provide a focus on protecting open spaces and green 
infrastructure networks.  In this context the current version of the CCNP’s impetus on the protection 
and enhancement of green infrastructure networks will support the health and wellbeing of residents 
by facilitating improvements in levels of physical activity, enhancing social interaction between 
residents and promoting psychological well-being.  This will be supported by the CCNP’s strong focus 
on local distinctiveness, enhancements to the public realm and on the protection and enhancement of 
townscape and landscape quality (Section 4.7).  This will contribute to the satisfaction of residents with 
their neighbourhood as a place to live and promote the vitality of the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

4.9 Economy and Enterprise 

Policy WS1 (Employment) provides protection to existing and allocated employment sites from 
alternative uses, except in the circumstances transcribed in the policy.  It also encourages the 
provision of ‘high quality’ employment uses and employment provision in Calne town centre.  This is 
supported by Policy WS2 (Calne Town Centre), which promotes the provision of shops, financial and 
professional services, and food and drink establishment in the town centre and seeks to enhance the 
vitality and viability of the town centre by focussing such uses in the town centre rather than elsewhere 
in the town.  This is further reinforced by Policy WS3 (Local Neighbourhood Shopping) and Policy WS4 
(Other Retail Development) which sets out the appropriate retail uses for areas outside of the town 
centre.  The economic vitality of Calne town centre will also be supported by the Town Centre 
Masterplan policies (Policies TC1-TC4). 

The economic vitality of the Neighbourhood Plan area will further be supported by the CCNP’s focus 
on improving transport options, as discussed in detail in Section 4.8, and the housing allocation 
proposed through the plan.  In terms of education provision in the parish, Policy CF2 (Educational 
Facilities) seeks to ensure that an expansion of educational provision is facilitated through the plan. 

4.10 Conclusions at this current stage  

4.10.1 Potential significant effects 

The appraisal has concluded that the current version of the CCNP is likely to lead to significant positive 
effects in relation to the ‘Population and Community’ sustainability theme.  These benefits largely relate 
to the carefully targeted spatial approach proposed by the draft plan, the focus on enhancing 
community provision in the Neighbourhood Plan area and the CCNP’s impetus on protecting and 
enhancing open space and green infrastructure networks.  In addition, given the draft plan’s focus on 
reducing congestion and promoting the use of sustainable modes of transport, the plan will also lead 
to positive effects in relation to the ‘Air Quality’ sustainability theme. 

In relation to the ‘biodiversity’ and ‘landscape and historic environment’ sustainability themes the 
scope and scale of the proposed policy approaches relating to biodiversity, landscape/townscape 
character and the historic environment will help ensure that wide ranging benefits in relation to these 
themes are secured through the Neighbourhood Plan.  Whilst the delivery of the allocation through the 
CCNP will inevitably lead to some minor localised adverse effects in relation to these sustainability 
themes, the comprehensive approach initiated by the Neighbourhood Plan will both limit the potential 
magnitude of adverse effects and secure significant enhancements.  The location and topography of 
the proposed allocation at the Land North of Low Lane will also preclude to negative impacts on the 
special qualities of or viewpoints from the North Wessex Downs AONB and the Stonehenge, Avebury 
and Associated Sites World Heritage Site.     

In terms of potential negative effects, whilst the allocation of the greenfield site at the Land North of 
Low Lane will lead to an inevitable loss of agricultural land, this is not deemed to comprise a significant 
negative effect.  This is given the relatively small area that will be lost to development and the land’s  
classification as Grade 3b agricultural land (i.e. an area not classified as area of ‘the Best and Most 
Versatile’ agricultural land).  The CCNP has also sought to preserve the productivity of areas of land 
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through promoting allotment provision.  Notwithstanding this, some residual negative effects are likely 
to remain in relation to the ‘Land, Soil and Water Resources’ sustainability theme. 

The current version of the CCNP will initiate a number of beneficial approaches regarding the 
‘economy and enterprise’ and ‘climate change’ sustainability theme.  However these are not 
considered to be significant in the context of the SA process. 
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5. What are the next steps? 

5.1 Plan finalisation 

The CCNP has been submitted to the Local Planning Authority, Wiltshire Council, for its consideration.  
Wiltshire Council will consider whether the plan is suitable to go forward to Independent Examination in 
terms of the CCNP meeting legal requirements and its compatibility with the Local Plan.  

Subject to Wiltshire Council‘s agreement, the CCNP will then be subject to independent examination.  
The Examiner will consider whether the plan is appropriate having regard to national policy and 
whether it is in general conformity with the Local Plan.  

The Examiner will be able to recommend that the CCNP is put forward for a referendum, or that it 
should be modified or that the proposal should be refused.  Wiltshire Council will then decide what 
should be done in light of the Examiner’s report.  Where the report recommends modifications to the 
plan, Wiltshire Council will invite the CCNP Steering Group to make modifications to the plan, which will 
be reflected in an updated SA Report.  Where the Examiner’s Report recommends that the proposal is 
to be refused, Wiltshire Council will do so. 

Where the examination is favourable, the CCNP will then be subject to a referendum, organised by 
Wiltshire Council.  If more than 50% of those who vote agree with the plan, then it will be passed to 
Wiltshire Council with a request it is ‘made’.  Once ‘made’, the CCNP will become part of the 
Development Plan for the area. 
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Appendix A SA Framework
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Biodiversity   

Protect and enhance all biodiversity and 
geological features 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Support continued improvements to the status of the Calstone and Cherhill Downs SSSI? 
 Protect and enhance semi-natural habitats? 
 Protect and enhance priority habitats, and the habitat of priority species?  

 Achieve a net gain in biodiversity?  
 Enhance biodiversity through the restoration and creation of well-connected multifunctional green infrastructure 

networks? 

Land, soil and water resources  

Ensure the more efficient use of land and 

the use of suitably located previously 
developed land and buildings. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Promote the use of previously developed land? 
 Avoid the development of the best and most versatile agricultural land, in particular Grade 1 agricultural land? 
 Reduce vacant buildings and derelict land? 
 Remediate contaminated land, taking potential biodiversity value into consideration? 

Promote sustainable waste management 

solutions that encourage the reduction, 
re-use and recycling of waste. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Reduce waste produced? 
 Maximise reuse of waste? 

 Maximise recycling rates? 
 Maximise composting rates 
 Minimise waste sent to landfill? 
 Maximise opportunities for local management of waste in order to minimise export of waste to areas outside? 
 Encourage recycling of materials and minimise consumption of resources during construction? 

Use and manage water resources in a 
sustainable manner. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Minimise water consumption? 
 Support sustainable levels of water abstraction? 
 Protect groundwater in the area, especially in the most sensitive areas (i.e. Source Protection Zones)? 
 Support improvements to water quality? 
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Air quality  

Improve air quality in the CCNP area and 

minimise and/or mitigate against all 
sources of environmental pollution. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Help bring forward the removal of the designated Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) in Calne? 
 Promote the use of sustainable modes of transport, including walking, cycling and public transport? 
 Minimise and, where possible, improve on unacceptable levels of noise, light pollution, odour and vibration? 

Climate change  

Minimise impacts on climate change and 
reduce our vulnerability to future climate 
change effects. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Limit the increase in the carbon footprint of the plan area from population growth? 
 Promote the use of sustainable modes of transport, including walking, cycling and public transport? 
 Reduce the need to travel? 
 Increase number of new developments meeting sustainable design criteria?  
 Improve green infrastructure networks in the plan area to support adaptation to the potential effects of climate 

change? 
 Generate energy from low or zero carbon sources? 
 Reduce energy consumption from non-renewable resources? 
 Sustainably manage water run-off, ensure that the risk of flooding is not increased (either within the plan area or 

downstream) and where possible reduce flood risk? 
 Ensure that no development takes place in areas at higher risk of flooding, taking into the likely effects of climate 

change into account? 

Historic environment and landscape  

Protect, maintain and enhance the historic 
environment and archaeological assets. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Support the integrity of the conservation area in Calne? 
 Preserve and enhance buildings and structures of architectural or historic interest? 
 Preserve and enhance the setting of cultural heritage assets? 
 Protect the historic settlement pattern of the town and villages in the plan area? 
 Conserve and enhance local diversity and distinctiveness? 
 Support access to, interpretation and understanding of the historic environment? 
 Help reduce the effects of traffic and congestion on the quality of the historic environment? 

 Assess, record and preserve archaeological features? 
 Help preserve and conserve the currently disused Wilts and Berks Canal? 
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Protect and enhance the character and 

quality of rural and urban landscapes, 
maintaining and strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of place 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Support the integrity of the Wessex Downs AONB? 

 Promote development which reflects landscape characterisation work which has been carried out in the area? 
 Promote the development of a high quality green infrastructure network? 
 Limit urbanisation and a consequent reduction in the amenity value of existing green infrastructure assets? 
 Protect and enhance landscape features?  
 Preserve and enhance the setting of cultural heritage assets? 
 Protect the historic settlement pattern of the town and villages in the plan area? 
 Conserve and enhance local diversity and distinctiveness? 

 Help reduce the effects of traffic and congestion on landscape quality? 
 Help limit effects on tranquillity in the plan area? 

Population and community  

Provide everyone with the opportunity to 

live in good quality, affordable housing, 
and ensure an appropriate mix of dwelling 
sizes, types and tenures within their 
communities. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Provide an adequate supply of affordable housing? 
 Support the provision of a range of house types and sizes? 
 Meet the needs of all sectors of the community? 

 Reduce homelessness? 
 Provide quality and flexible homes that meet people’s needs? 
 Ensure that best use is made of the existing housing stock? 
 Promote the use of sustainable building techniques, including use of sustainable building materials in construction? 
 Provide housing in sustainable locations that allow easy access to a range of local services and facilities?  
 Achieve minimum housing requirements? 

Provide a safe and healthy environment in 
which to live. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Provide for high quality, accessible healthcare facilities? 
 Promote accessibility to a range of leisure and community facilities? 
 Encourage healthy lifestyles and reduce health inequalities? 
 Support the development of high quality green infrastructure networks? 

 Protect local rural communities and rural ways of life? 
 Improve access to the countryside for recreation? 
 Minimise opportunities for criminal and anti-social behaviour and the fear of crime 
 Promote road safety? 
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Reduce poverty and deprivation and 

promote more inclusive and self-
contained communities. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Tackle the causes of poverty and deprivation? 

 Encourage and promote social cohesion? 
 Maximise opportunities within the most deprived areas? 
 Increase the ability of ‘Hard-to-Reach’ groups to influence decisions? 
 Minimise fuel poverty? 
 Promote the development of a high quality green infrastructure network? 
 Maintain or enhance the quality of life of existing local residents? 

Improve equality of access to, and 
engagement in local, high-quality 
community services and facilities. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Improve the availability and accessibility of key local facilities, including healthcare, education, retail and leisure? 
 Promote the development of a range of high quality, accessible community, cultural and leisure facilities? 
 Encourage active involvement of local people in community activities? 
 Maintain and enhance rural facilities? 

Raise educational attainment levels 

across the CCNP area and provide 
opportunities for people to improve their 
workplace skills. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Provide and support high quality educational facilities? 
 Improve the skills and qualifications of young people? 
 Promote life-long learning that is accessible to all? 

 Help to provide a supply of skilled labour to match the needs of local businesses? 
 Reduce inequalities in skills across the plan area? 
 Support community enterprises and the voluntary sector? 
 Support the creation of flexible jobs to meet the changing needs of the population? 

Reduce the need to travel and promote 
more sustainable transport choices. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Promote mixed use development with good accessibility to local services that will limit the need to travel? 
 Reduce the need to travel by the private car? 
 Increase uptake of sustainable travel choices, e.g. public transport, walking and cycling? 
 Reduce the impact of traffic and congestion in Calne town centre? 
 Encourage home or other forms of remote working? 
 Reduce the impact of existing travel modes per passenger km? 
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Economy and enterprise  

Encourage a vibrant, diversified and 

sustainable economy based on efficient 
resource use and offering opportunities 
and prosperity for all. 

Will the option/proposal help to… 

 Improve business development and enhance competitiveness? 
 Direct appropriate retail, leisure and/or employment opportunities to town centre locations to aid urban regeneration? 
 Minimise vulnerability of the economy to climate change and harness any opportunities that may arise? 

 Support the rural economy? 
 Recognise the importance of the social and natural environment to the local economy? 
 Promote sustainable tourism and cultural opportunities? 
 Provide a variety of employment land and mixed use development sites to support a varied and robust economy? 

Ensure adequate provision of high-quality 
employment land and diverse 
employment opportunities in appropriate 
locations to meet the needs of local 
businesses, a changing workforce and the 
environment. 

 Provide good quality employment opportunities for all sectors of the population? 
 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of existing employment areas? 
 Provide employment land in areas that are easily accessible by sustainable transport modes? 
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Appendix B Context review and baseline 

B.1 Biodiversity 

Context review 

At the European level, the EU Biodiversity Strategy8 was adopted in May 2011 in order to deliver an 
established new Europe-wide target to ‘halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem 
services in the EU by 2020’. 

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:  

 Contribute to the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity by 
minimising impacts and achieving net gains in biodiversity wherever possible.  

 Promote the ‘preservation, restoration and recreation of priority habitats, ecological networks’ 
and the ‘protection and recovery of priority species’. Plan for biodiversity at a landscape-scale 
across local authority boundaries. 

 Set criteria based policies for the protection of internationally, nationally and locally designated 

sites, giving weight to their importance not just individually but as a part of a wider ecological 
network. 

 Take account of the effects of climate change in the long term.  Adopt proactive strategies to 
adaptation and manage risks through adaptation measures including green infrastructure (i.e. 
‘a network of multi-functional green space, urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a 
wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities’).   

 Plan positively planning for ‘green infrastructure’ as part of planning for ‘ecological networks’.   

 High quality open spaces should be protected or their loss mitigated, unless a lack of need is 
established. 

The Natural Environment White Paper (NEWP)9 sets out the importance of a healthy, functioning natural 
environment to sustained economic growth, prospering communities and personal well-being.  It was 
in part a response to the UK’s failure to halt and reverse the decline in biodiversity by 2010 and it 
signalled a move away from the traditional approach of protecting biodiversity in nature reserves to 
adopting a landscape approach to protecting and enhancing biodiversity.  The NEWP also aims to 
create a green economy in which economic growth and the health of our natural resources sustain 
each other and markets, business and Government better reflect the value of nature.  It includes 
commitments to: 

 Halt biodiversity loss, support functioning ecosystems and establish coherent ecological 
networks by 2020; 

 Establish a new voluntary approach to biodiversity offsetting to be tested in pilot areas; 

 Enable partnerships of local authorities, local communities and landowners, the private sector 
and conservation organisations to establish new Nature Improvement Areas; and  

 Address barriers to using green infrastructure to promote sustainable growth. 

The Wiltshire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) was adopted in 2008 and was prepared by Wiltshire 
Wildlife Trust on behalf of the Wiltshire Biodiversity Partnership.  It sets out Habitat Action Plans for a 
range of habitats including: Woodland; Wood-pasture, Parkland and Ancient Trees; Hedgerows; 

                                                                                                                         
8 European Commission (2011) Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020 [online] available at : 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/pdf/2020/1_EN_ACT_part1_v7%5b1%5d.pdf   
9 Defra (2012) The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature (Natural Environment White Paper) [online] available at: 

http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm80/8082/8082.pdf  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/pdf/2020/1_EN_ACT_part1_v7%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm80/8082/8082.pdf


Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

  

  

Project Reference: SA for the CCNP  

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 
 

Calcareous Grassland; Neutral Grassland; Traditional Orchards; Farmland Habitats; Built Environment; 
Standing Open Water; and Rivers, Streams and associated habitats.  It also presents a Species Action 
Plan for Bats and a Generic Action Plan, which sets out activities supporting a wider range of habitats 
and species.  Each of these Habitat and Species Action Plans contains objectives, targets and actions. 

The BAP will shortly be supplemented by a new Wiltshire and Swindon Landscape Conservation 
Framework.  The aim of the Framework will be to refocus biodiversity conservation and enhancement 
from habitats and species to the landscape or ecosystem scale, with an impetus on ecological 
connections and networks.  This is with the aim of informing future conservation working to establish a 
more coherent, resilient ecological network of habitats.  

Baseline summary 

Current baseline 

European sites provide ecological infrastructure for the protection of rare, endangered or vulnerable 
natural habitats and species of exceptional importance within the European Union. These sites consist 
of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs, designated under the European Union Directive 92/43/EEC 
Habitats Directive) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs, designated under European Union Directive 
2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds (the Birds Directive).  The closest European site to the 
plan area is the Pewsey Downs, which extends to within 5 km of the far south eastern edge of the 
Neighbourhood Area and approximately 10km from the town itself.  The SAC is recognised for its 
international importance for the habitat type ‘orchid rich sites’, which is an Annex I habitat.  Pewsey 
Downs is one of three sites selected due to the presence of early gentian Gentianella anglica and 
holds a significant population of hundreds of thousands of plants growing in high-quality chalk 
grassland. 

One nationally designated biodiversity site is located within the plan area, the Calstone and Cherhill 
Downs Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  Located on the south eastern edge of the plan area, 
the site is an extensive area of herb-rich chalk grassland.  The SSSI as a whole supports over 25 
resident breeding butterfly species and a range of other invertebrate species. The SSSI condition 

assessment undertaken in August 201410 suggests that the site is deemed to be ‘unfavourable 

recovering’11.  Bencroft Meadows, which is comprised of an area of unimproved pasture of exceptional 
botanical quality, is the closest SSSI outside of the Neighbourhood area and is located approximately 
2.7km northwest of Calne town.  Whilst small parts of the Neighbourhood Area are within the SSSIs’ 

Impact Risk Zones12, the immediate vicinity of Calne town is not determined to be within an Impact 

Risk Zone for the types of development likely to be taken forward for the Neighbourhood Plan.   

The Wiltshire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) identifies a number of ‘priority habitats’ that are 
characteristic of Wiltshire and for which Wiltshire makes a significant contribution to the UK aims of the 
Biodiversity Action Plan.  

Key areas of BAP Priority Habitat in the immediate vicinity of Calne town include a number of small 
areas of Deciduous Woodland BAP Priority Habitat and a large area of Woodpasture and Parkland BAP 
Priority Habitat located to the south of the A4 at Quemerford.  

The Landscape Biodiversity Areas Plan 2013 is designed to aid the process of identifying priorities 
and opportunities for the landscape scale conservation of priority habitats and their associated 
species in Wiltshire and Swindon.  In this context the plan area is within the Marlborough Downs and 
Savernake Forest Landscape Biodiversity Area and the Bristol Avon Vale Landscape Biodiversity Area.  

Future baseline 

                                                                                                                         
10 Condition summary can be found at: http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/special/sssi/sssi_details.cfm?sssi_id=1002434 
11 Unfavourable recovering denotes that the SSSI units are not yet fully conserved but all the necessary management measures 

are in place. Provided that the recovery work is sustained, the SSSI will reach favourable condition in time. 
12 SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS tool/dataset which maps zones around each SSSI according to the particular sensitivities of 
the features for which it is notified. They specify the types of development that have the potential to have adverse impacts at a 

given location. Natural England is a statutory consultee on development proposals that might impact on SSSIs.  
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Sites of biodiversity importance have the potential to come under increasing pressures from an 
increase in the plan area’s population and associated development.  This includes through a loss of 
habitats and impacts on biodiversity networks.  This may be exacerbated by the effects of climate 
change, which has the potential to lead to changes in the distribution and abundance of species and 
changes to the composition and character of habitats.  

Biodiversity in the plan area has the potential to continue to be affected by the economic necessity for 
intensive farming in the area (as facilitated by the presence of high quality of agricultural land in the plan 
area). There is however the potential for gains for biodiversity in the farmed landscape to arise as a 
result of the New Environmental Land Management Scheme (NELMS), which is currently being 
implemented. 

Benefits for biodiversity have the potential to arise from the increasing integration of biodiversity 
considerations within forward planning in Wiltshire and efforts to improve green infrastructure 
networks in the area.  

B.2 Land, soil and water resources 

Context review 

The EU’s Soil Thematic Strategy13 presents a strategy for protecting soils resources in Europe.  The 
main aim of the strategy is to minimise soil degradation and limit associated detrimental effects linked 
to water quality and quantity, human health, climate change, biodiversity, and food safety.   

The Water Framework Directive drives a catchment-based approach to water management.  In 
England and Wales there are 100 water catchments and it is Defra’s intention is to establish a 
‘framework for integrated catchment management’ across England.  The Environment Agency is 
currently seeking to establish ‘Significant Water Management Issues’ within catchments with a view to 
presenting second River Basin Management Plans to ministers in 2015.  The plans will seek to deliver 
the objectives of the WFD namely:  

 Enhance the status and prevent the further deterioration of aquatic ecosystems and 
associated wetlands which depend on aquatic ecosystems;  

 Promote the sustainable use of water; 

 Reduce the pollution of water, especially by ‘priority’ and ‘priority hazardous’ substances; and  

 Ensure the progressive reduction of groundwater pollution.  

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:  

 Protect and enhance soils.  The value of best and most versatile agricultural land should also 
be taken into account. 

 Prevent new or existing development from being ‘adversely affected’ by the presence of 
‘unacceptable levels’ of soil pollution or land instability and be willing to remediate and mitigate 
‘despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and unstable land, where appropriate’.  

 Encourage the effective use of land’ through the reuse of land which has been previously 
developed, ‘provided that this is not of high environmental value’. Whilst there is no longer a 
national requirement to build at a minimum density, the NPPF requires local planning 
authorities to ‘set out their own approach to housing density to reflect local circumstances’.  

 Produce strategic policies to deliver the provision of a variety of infrastructure, including that 
necessary for water supply 

With regards to waste, the NPPF does not contain any specific waste policies as waste planning policy 
will be published as part of the National Waste Management Plan.   

Other key documents at the national level include Safeguarding our Soils: A strategy for England14, 
which sets out a vision for soil use in England, and the Water White Paper15, which sets out the 

                                                                                                                         
13 European Commission (2006) Soil Thematic Policy [online] available at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/index_en.htm  
14 Defra (2009) Safeguarding our Soils: A strategy for England [online] available at: 

http://archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/land/soil/documents/soil-strategy.pdf  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/index_en.htm
http://archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/land/soil/documents/soil-strategy.pdf
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Government’s vision for a more resilient water sector.  It states the measures that will be taken to tackle 
issues such as poorly performing ecosystems, and the combined impacts of climate change and 
population growth on stressed water resources.  In terms of waste management, the Government 
Review of Waste Policy in England16 recognises that environmental benefits and economic growth can 
be the result of a more sustainable approach to the use of materials.  

Baseline summary 

Current baseline 

Soil in the plan area comprises two main types. The majority of the area comprises shallow lime-rich 
soils over chalk, mixed with freely draining lime-rich loamy soils.  The eastern part of the plan area 
consists of a mixture of freely draining and slowly permeable, slightly acid but base-rich, loamy and 

clayey soils.17 

Soil quality has a strong influence on the quality of agricultural land. The Agricultural Land 
Classification system provides a method for assessing the quality of farmland to enable informed 
choices to be made about its future use within the planning system. A number of consistent criteria 
used for assessment include; climate (temperature, rainfall, aspect, exposure, frost risk), site (gradient, 
micro-relief, flood risk) and soil (depth, texture, stoniness).  The majority of the undeveloped part of the 
plan area consists of reasonably good quality agricultural land.  In this context land classified as Grade 
1 and 2 agricultural land is present in parcels of land of various sizes, the most notable one to the east 
of the built up area of Calne Town.  The remainder of the Calne neighbourhood area has been classified 
as Grade 3 agricultural land, with small bands of land classified as Grade 4 agricultural land. 

In terms of the management of local authority collected waste, recycling rates in Wiltshire are higher 
than national averages and lower than regional averages. In the 2011/12 period, approximately 41.8% 
of household waste was reused, recycled or composted in England and 45.8% in the South West 
region. During the same period in Wiltshire, 43.0% of household waste was recycled or composted.  

This is an increase from 41.1% in 2010/1118.  

Overall, 247,000 tonnes of municipal waste were collected in Wiltshire in 2011/12, an increase from 
243,000 tonnes in 2010/11.  Of this, in 2011/12, 217,000 tonnes was household waste.  This is an 
increase from 213,000 tonnes in 2010/11.   

There is one Household Waste and Recycling Centre in the plan area, located at Hills Materials 
Recovery Facility, in Old Camp Farm, Calne.  Wiltshire Council also operate a number of mini recycling 
centres locally. 

No active minerals sites are located within the plan area. 

The main watercourse in the CCNP area is the River Marden.  Rising on the slopes of Calstone Down 
on the eastern edge of the Neighbourhood Area close to Calstone Wellington, it passes through 
Quemerford and then the centre of Calne before joining the River Avon north east of Chippenham. 

There are also two minor stream systems and a disused canal located in the plan area.  These include: 

 The Cowage Brook, which flows south west from Goatacre and joins the River Marden west of 
Calne town;   

 The Abberd Brook, which flows east to west from Compton Bassett, subsequently joining the 
River Marden in Calne town centre; and 

                                                                                                                         
15 Defra (2011) Water for life [online] available at http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm82/8230/8230.pdf  
16 Defra (2011) Government Review of Waste Policy in England [online] available at: 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/files/pb13540-waste-policy-review110614.pdf   
17 http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx (accessed 10/2014) 
18 Wiltshire Intelligence Network [online] available at: http://www.intelligencenetwork.org.uk/environment/waste-and-pollution/ 

(accessed 09/2014) 

http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm82/8230/8230.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/files/pb13540-waste-policy-review110614.pdf
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
http://www.intelligencenetwork.org.uk/environment/waste-and-pollution/
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 Part of the Calne branch of the disused Wilts Berks Canal, which, before being abandoned in 
1914 connected Calne to the main line of the Wilts Berks Canal at Stanley.  

Water supply in the area is provided by Wessex Water.  Approximately 80% of the water provided by 
Wessex Water is from groundwater, with the remainder from rivers and reservoirs.  Reflecting the role of 
the area as a significant source of groundwater, the south eastern part of the plan area is underlain by a 
Principal Aquifer. 

The south eastern part of the plan area is underlain by a Groundwater Source Protection Zone 1.  A 
Nitrate Vulnerable Zone underlies much of the eastern part of the plan area, with the exception of the 
north eastern part of Calne town and its vicinity.     

In terms of water quality, according to the Environment Agency, the River Marden is of ‘moderate’ 
ecological quality, Cowage Brook is of ‘poor’ ecological quality, and The Wilts Berks canal is of ‘good’ 
ecological quality.  Cowage Brook is expected to show improvements to a ‘moderate’ status by 2015.   

Abberd Brook is the only watercourse in the plan area that is required to undergo testing for its 
chemical status, which it failed (2013 tests).  However it is expected to show improvements and pass 

by 2015.19 

Future baseline 

In the absence of the plan, a higher proportion of development has the potential to take place on 
greenfield land.  This is especially the case given the greater availability of such land in the plan area 
and the likely growth in the local population and economy which will make such development 
attractive.  Development in the plan area also has the potential to lead to the loss of the best and most 
versatile agricultural land, including potentially Grade 1 and Grade 2 agricultural land.  

Due to increasing legislative and regulatory requirements, there are increasing pressures to improve 
recycling and composting rates in Wiltshire.  For this reason recent increases in recycling and 
composting rates are likely to continue. 

In terms of water quality, the requirements of the Water Framework Directive are likely to lead to 
continued improvements to water quality in watercourses in the area and provide additional protection 
to groundwater.  Water quality is likely to continue to be affected by pollution incidents in the area. 

Water availability in the wider area may be affected by regional increases in population and an 
increased occurrence of drought exacerbated by the effects of climate change.    

B.3 Air quality 

Context review 

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include: 

‘Planning policies should sustain compliance with and contribute towards EU limit values or national 
objectives for pollutants, taking into account the presence of Air Quality Management Areas and the 
cumulative impacts on air quality from individual sites in local areas. Planning decisions should ensure 
that any new development in Air Quality Management Areas is consistent with the local air quality 
action plan’. 

New and existing developments should be prevented from contributing to, being put at unacceptable 
risk from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of air pollution.  

In terms of the local context, Wiltshire Council is required to monitor air quality across Wiltshire, report 
regularly to Defra and take action where nationally set levels are likely to be exceeded.  Monitoring is 
undertaken to assess levels of nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide, ozone, benzene and particulates.  
Where exceedances exist, areas are declared as Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) and local 
authorities are required to produce an Action Plan to improve air quality in the area.   

                                                                                                                         
19 http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/ (Accessed 23/09/14) 

http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/


Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

  

  

Project Reference: SA for the CCNP  

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 
 

Wiltshire Council has produced an Air Quality Strategy for Wiltshire (2011)20, which includes a 17 point 
plan focusing on strategic actions to help deliver improved air quality.  The Air Quality Strategy will be 
underpinned by the emerging Air Quality Action Plan which has been designed to assist with the 
targeted delivery of improvements in the designated Air Quality Management Areas.  

The Core Strategy seeks to ensure that development which is likely to exacerbate existing areas of 
poor air quality demonstrates that measures can be taken to effectively mitigate emissions and make a 
positive contribution to the Air Quality Strategy and Air Quality Action Plan.  This includes through: 

 landscaping, bunding or separation to increase distance from highways and junctions;  

 possible traffic management or highway improvements to be agreed with the local authority;  

 abatement technology and incorporating site layout / separation and other conditions in site 
planning; 

 traffic routing, site management, site layout and phasing; and 

 where appropriate contributions will be sought toward the mitigation of the impact a 
development may have on levels of air pollutants. 

Baseline summary 

Current baseline 

Existing air quality issues in the plan area are closely linked to traffic and congestion on key routes 
through Calne town centre. 

The 2012 detailed assessment carried out for Calne21 found that two locations within the plan area 
exceeded the UK national Air Quality Objective for the annual mean concentration of nitrogen dioxide 
(NO2) of 40 μg/m3.  These were: Curzon Street and New Road.  This has led to the declaration of an Air 
Quality Management Area (AQMA) in central Calne along: the A4 Curzon Street/New Road from 
Greenacres Way to Shelburne Road; along a small part of the A3102 at Silver Street; and around the 
the Square/Wood Street (see figure below) 

 

Future baseline 

                                                                                                                         
20 Wiltshire Council (2011) Air Quality Strategy for Wiltshire 2011-15 
21 Wiltshire Council (2012) Detailed Assessment Calne June 2012 
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The delivery of the Core Strategy’s allocation of approximately 1,605 dwellings by 2026 in the CCNP 
area has the potential to have additional effects on air quality through increasing traffic flows.  Areas of 
particular sensitivity to increased traffic flows include the areas around the air quality ‘hotspots’ 
identified in Calne town centre along the A4 and A3102. 

This may be offset in part by factors such as measures implemented through the Wiltshire Local 
Transport Plan 2011-26 to encourage modal shift from the private car, air quality management 
measures linked to the AQMA and the improved economy and efficiency of vehicles. 

B.4 Climate change 

Context review 

In its 2007 strategy on climate change, the European Commission assesses the costs and benefits of 
combating climate change and recommends a package of measures to limit global warming to 2° 
Celsius.22  In relation to energy, the Commission recommends that the EU's energy efficiency 
improves by 20% and the share of renewable energy grows to 20% by 2020.  

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:  

 Support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing climate as a ‘core planning 
principle'.  

 There is a key role for planning in securing radical reductions in greenhouse gas es (GHG), 
including in terms of meeting the targets set out in the Climate Change Act 200 23.  
Specifically, planning policy should support the move to a low carbon future through:  

o planning for new development in locations and ways which reduce GHG emissions ; 

o actively supporting energy efficiency improvements to existing buildings;  

o setting local requirements for building's sustainability in a way that is consistent with 
the Government's zero carbon buildings policy;  

o positively promoting renewable energy technologies and considering identifying 
suitable areas for their construction; and 

o encouraging those transport solutions that support reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions and reduce congestion. 

 Direct development away from areas highest at risk of flooding, with development ‘not to be 
allocated if there are reasonably available sites appropriate for the proposed development in 
areas with a lower probability of flooding’.  Where development is necessary, it should be 
made safe without increasing levels of flood risk elsewhere. 

 Take account of the effects of climate change in the long term, taking into account a range of 
factors including flooding.  Adopt proactive strategies to adaptation and manage risks 
through adaptation measures including well planned green infrastructure. 

The Flood and Water Management Act24 highlights that alternatives to traditional engineering 
approaches to flood risk management include:  

 Incorporating greater resilience measures into the design of new buildings, and retro -fitting 
properties at risk (including historic buildings) 

 Utilising the environment in order to reduce flooding, for example through the management of 
land to reduce runoff and through harnessing the ability of wetlands to store water 

 Identifying areas suitable for inundation and water storage to reduce the risk of flooding 
elsewhere 

                                                                                                                         
22 Commission of the European Communities (2007) Limiting Global Climate Change to two de grees Celsius: The way ahead for 

2020 and beyond [online] available at: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2007:0002:FIN:EN:PDF  
23 The Climate Change Act 2008 sets targets for greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reductions through action in the UK of at least 

80% 
by 2050, and reductions in CO2 emissions of at least 26% by 2020, against a 1990 baseline. 
24 Flood and Water Management Act (2010) [online] available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2007:0002:FIN:EN:PDF
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
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 Planning to roll back development in coastal areas to avoid damage from flooding or coastal 
erosion  

 Creating sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)25 

Further guidance is provided in the document Planning for SuDs.26 This report calls for greater 
recognition of the multiple benefits that water management can present. It suggests that successful 
SuDS are capable of ‘contributing to local quality of life and green infrastructure’.   

Baseline summary 

Current baseline 

The outcome of research on the probable effects of climate change in the UK was released in 2009 by 

the UK Climate Projections (UKCP09) team27.  UKCP09 gives climate information for the UK up to the 

end of this century and projections of future changes to the climate are provided, based on 
simulations from climate models. Projections are broken down to a regional level across the UK and are 
shown in probabilistic form, which illustrate the potential range of changes and the level of confidence 
in each prediction.  

As highlighted by the research, the effects of climate change for the South West by 2050 for a medium 
emissions scenario are likely to be as follows:  

 Under medium emissions, the central estimate of increase in winter mean temperature is 

2.1ºC and an increase in summer mean temperature of 2.7ºC; and  

 Under medium emissions, the central estimate of change in winter mean precipitation is 17% 
and summer mean precipitation is –20%.  

Resulting from these changes, a range of risks may exist for the Calne area.  These include: 

 Increased incidence of heat related illnesses and deaths during the summer;  

 Increased incidence of illnesses and deaths related to exposure to sunlight (e.g. skin cancer, 
cataracts); 

 Increased incidence of pathogen related diseases (e.g. legionella and salmonella); 

 Increase in health problems related to rise in local ozone levels during summer;  

 Increased risk of injuries and deaths due to increased number of storm events;  

 Effects on water resources from climate change; 

 Reduction in availability of groundwater for abstraction;  

 Adverse effect on water quality from low stream levels and turbulent stream flow after heavy 
rain; 

 Increased risk of flooding, including increased vulnerability to 1:100 year floods; 

 Changes in insurance provisions for flood damage; 

 A need to increase the capacity of wastewater treatment plants and sewers; 

 A need to upgrade flood defences; 

                                                                                                                         
25 N.B. The provisions of Schedule 3 to the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 came into force in October 2012 and makes 

it mandatory for any development in England or Wales to incorporate SuDs. 
26 CIRIA (2010) Planning for SuDs – making it happen [online] available at: 

http://www.ciria.org/service/knowledgebase/AM/ContentManagerNet/ContentDisplay.aspx?Section=knowledgebase&NoTempl
ate=1&ContentID=18465  
27 The data was released on 18th June 2009: See: http://ukclimateprojections.defra.gov.uk/  

http://www.ciria.org/service/knowledgebase/AM/ContentManagerNet/ContentDisplay.aspx?Section=knowledgebase&NoTemplate=1&ContentID=18465
http://www.ciria.org/service/knowledgebase/AM/ContentManagerNet/ContentDisplay.aspx?Section=knowledgebase&NoTemplate=1&ContentID=18465
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 Soil erosion due to flash flooding; 

 Loss of species that are at the edge of their southerly distribution; 

 Spread of species at the northern edge of their distribution; 

 Deterioration in working conditions due to increased temperatures; 

 Changes to global supply chain; 

 Increased difficulty of food preparation, handling and storage due to higher temperatures; 

 An increased move by the insurance industry towards a more risk-based approach to 
insurance underwriting, leading to higher cost premiums for business; 

 Increased demand for air-conditioning; 

 Increased drought and flood related problems such as soil shrinkages and subsidence; 

 Risk of road surfaces melting more frequently due to increased temperature; and  

 Flooding of roads. 

In relation to greenhouse gas emissions, source data from the Department of Energy and Climate 

Change28 suggests that Wiltshire has had consistently higher per capita emissions than regionally and 
nationally since 2005.  The unitary authority has however seen greater reductions in emissions per 
capita between 2005 and 2011 (2.8 kt CO2, or a 28% reduction) compared to the South West (1.7 kt 
CO2, a 21% reduction), and England (1.8 kt CO2, a 21% reduction). In relation to CO2 emissions by end 
user, between 2005 and 2011 the proportion of emissions originating from industrial and commercial 
sources in Wiltshire fell from 39% to 31%. In the same period the proportion of total emissions from 
domestic sources increased from 28% to 31%.  With the proportion of emissions originating from road 
transport increasing from 31% in 2005 to 37% in 2011, road transport is now the largest contributor to 
CO2 emissions in Wiltshire.  

Fluvial flooding has historically been an issue locally, with recent floods occurring in 2012.  Further to 
this, the risk of flooding from surface water run-off has the potential to increase as the effects of 
climate change (including more extreme weather events) become apparent.  

Future baseline 

Climate change has the potential to increase the occurrence of extreme weather events in the Calne 
area, and lead to increases in mean summer and winter temperatures, increases in mean precipitation 
in winter and decreases in mean precipitation in summer.  This is likely to increase the risks associated 
with climate change with an increased need for adaptation. 

In terms of climate change mitigation, per capita emissions of greenhouse gas emissions are likely to 
continue to decrease as energy efficiency measures, renewable energy production and new 
technologies become more widely adopted.  Road transport has the potential to continue to be the 
largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions in the wider area. 

B.5 Historic environment and landscape 

Context review 

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:  

 Protect and enhance valued landscapes, giving particular weight to those identified as being 
of national importance.  

                                                                                                                         
28 Department of Energy and Climate Change (2011) Official statistics: Local Authority carbon dioxide emissions [online] 

available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-emissions-estimates (accessed 09/2014) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-emissions-estimates
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 Heritage assets should be recognised as an ‘irreplaceable resource’ that should be conserved 
in a ‘manner appropriate to their significance’, taking account of ‘the wider social, cultural, 
economic and environmental benefits’ of conservation, whilst also recognising the positive 
contribution new development can make to local character and distinctiveness.  

 Set out a ‘positive strategy’ for the ‘conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment’, 
including those heritage assets that are most at risk.  

 Develop ‘robust and comprehensive policies that set out the quality of development that will 
be expected for the area.  Such policies should be based on stated objectives for the future of 
the area and an understanding and evaluation of its defining characteristics’.  

The Government’s Statement on the Historic Environment for England 29  sets out its vision for the 
historic environment.  It calls for those who have the power to shape the historic environment to 
recognise its value and to manage it in an intelligent manner in light of the contribution that it can make 
to social, economic and cultural life.   

The Consultation Draft of the North Wessex Downs AONB Management Plan 2014-2019 sets out a 
wide ranging vision for the AONB, incorporating aspects such as landscape quality and tranquillity; the 
protection and enhancement of the historic environment; the conservation and improvement of 
biodiversity, water and soil quality; the development of vibrant economy based on the area’s 
environmental qualities; thriving rural communities; and sustainable tourism.   The Management Plan 
subsequently presents a series of policies and objectives to achieve this vision in the AONB, and 
proposes a Delivery Plan of actions.  

Baseline summary 

Current baseline 

Historic environment 

The plan area has a rich historic environment.  The historic environment of the Calne area, which gives 
the area its sense of place and identity, is defined both by its individual heritage assets, designated and 
non-designated, and the setting of these assets through the area’s historic landscapes and 
townscapes. 

Whilst there is evidence that a settlement was present in the area during the Anglo Saxon period, the 
town of Calne developed in the 11th Century as a market town on the main London-Bristol road.  From 
the 18th Century onwards, Calne became known for its textiles trade in white woollen broadcloth.  In the 
19th Century the area benefitted from the development of transport infrastructure locally, including the 
opening of the Wilts and Berks Canal, the development of turnpike roads in the 1840s and 1850s and 
the coming of the railways to Calne 1863. A major industry prior to its closure in 1983 was the Harris 
Pork processing factory, which employed approximately 2,000 people.  

Reflecting the historic evolution of the area, a number of features and areas for the historic 
environment in the plan area are recognised through historic environment designations. These include 
listed buildings and scheduled monuments, which are nationally designated, and conservation areas, 
which are usually designated at the local level.  Historic England is the statutory consultee for certain 
categories of listed building consent and handles all applications for scheduled monument consent 
which are then determined by the Secretary of State. The historic environment is protected through 
the planning system, via conditions imposed on developers and other mechanisms.  

There is one conservation area located within the plan area, the Calne Town Centre Conservation Area.  
This was first designated in 1973 and extended in 1983, 1987 and again in 1998.  Covering the whole 
of the town centre, the main characteristics of the conservation area are as follows:  

 a wide collection of historic buildings dating from the 15 th-19th Centuries, including a number 
of important buildings dating from 19th Century;  

                                                                                                                         
29 HM Government (2010) The Government’s Statement on the Historic Environment for England [online] available at: 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/6763.aspx   

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http:/www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/6763.aspx


Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

  

  

Project Reference: SA for the CCNP  

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 
 

 public open space in the form of Calne Green;  

 a small section of the Wilts and Berks Canal; and  

 riverside areas next to the River Marden.  

The plan area contains 447 listed buildings.  This includes four Grade I listed buildings (Bowood House, 
The Mausoleum, The Church of St Mary and Bowood Park), 21 Grade II* listed buildings and 422 Grade 
II listed buildings.  

Scheduled monuments are sites of national importance and protected by the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979.  According to the National Heritage List for England, there are 14 
scheduled monuments in the plan area, eleven of which are within Calne Without parish.  The 
scheduled monuments in the plan area include include a range of sites, including barrows, a medieval 
rural settlement at Quemerford, a moated site and Fishpond north west of Pinhills Farm, the Oldbury 
Camp hillfort on Cherhill Down, a medieval settlement near Lower Beversbrook farm and the remains of 

a Roman Villa at Nuthills. 30 

Since 2008, Historic England has released an annual Heritage at Risk Register. The Heritage at Risk 
Register highlights the Grade I and Grade II* listed buildings, and scheduled monuments, conservation 
areas, wreck sites and registered parks and gardens in England deemed to be ‘at risk’. The 2012 

Heritage at Risk Register31 stated that one listed building and one scheduled monument are deemed 
to be at risk in plan area.  The listed building at risk comprises the structures located to the rear of the 
Lansdowne Hotel, the Strand, which has been affected by neglect, and the scheduled monument at 
risk is Nutthills Roman Villa, which is deemed to have ‘extensive significant problems’.  

It should be noted that not all of the area’s historic environment resource is subject to statutory 
designations, and non-designated features comprise a large part of what people have contact with as 
part of daily life – whether at home, work or leisure.  For example, although not listed, many buildings 
and areas are of historic interest, and which are seen as important by local communities.  Examples of 
these in the plan area are likely to include the Wilts and Berks Canal, parks and the wider historic 
landscape.  Undesignated actual or potential archaeological finds in the area are also of significance. 

Landscape 

A small part of the eastern part of the plan area falls within the North Wessex Downs Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  The North Wessex Downs were designated as an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty in 1972 under the National Parks and Access to Countryside Act 1949.  
Following the introduction of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, the government confirmed 
that the landscape qualities of National Parks and AONBs are equivalent. The protection given by the 
land use planning system to natural beauty in both types of area should be equivalent 

The primary purpose of AONB designation is ‘conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the 
area’.  In this context the North Wessex Downs AONB was designated for its dramatic, undeveloped 
and locally distinct chalk downlands with extensive areas of semi-natural chalk grassland, interspersed 
with well-wooded plateaux, arable lands and secluded valleys.  

The Wiltshire Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) was undertaken between January 2004 and 

April 2005 and was published in December 200532.  The purpose of the assessment was to document 

the current status of the Wiltshire landscape, with the aim of furthering the understanding of the 
landscape resource available in the area and giving an indication of areas in need of enhancement and 
of conservation. 

                                                                                                                         
30 Information for listed buildings, scheduled monuments and historic battlefields has been sourced from the National Heritage 

List for England, which can be accessed at: http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-

heritage-list-for-england/ [accessed 09/14] 
31 Heritage at Risk Register (2012), http://risk.english-heritage.org.uk/register.aspx [accessed 09/14] 
32 LUC on behalf of Wiltshire County Council (2005) Wiltshire Landscape Character Assessment  

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-list-for-england/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-list-for-england/
http://risk.english-heritage.org.uk/register.aspx
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One of the main outcomes of the LCA was to determine a series of 16 landscape character types 
across the LCA study area, which were then further divided into more detailed landscape character 
areas.  The CCNP area falls within four Landscape Character Areas (LCAs), including the Horton Down 
LCA, the Calne Rolling Clay Lowland LCA, the Bowood Greensand Hills LCA and the Avebury Plain LCA.  

According to the CPRE assessment of tranquillity in Wiltshire33 the plan area is close to some of the 
more tranquil parts of Wiltshire, including the Wessex Downs.  However, tranquillity is been heavily 
affected in the plan area by settlement patterns and the road network.  In this context the eastern part 
of the CCNP area is the most tranquil, with the areas around Calne town and the A4 and A3102 road 
corridor the least tranquil parts of the plan area. 

Future baseline 

Historic environment 

New development areas in the plan area have the potential to impact on the fabric and setting of 
cultural heritage assets.  This includes through inappropriate design and layout.  Traffic growth also has 
the potential to lead to effects on the historic environment across the plan area.  A particular area of 
sensitivity to increased traffic flows is Calne town centre.    

It should be noted that existing historic environment designations and Local Plan policies will offer a 
degree of protection to cultural heritage assets and their settings.  

Landscape 

New development has the potential to lead to incremental but small changes in landscape character 
and quality in and around the plan area.  This includes from the loss of landscape features and visual 
impact.  There are also likely to be potential effects on landscape character and quality in the vicinity of 
the road network due to an incremental growth in traffic flows.  

There are likely to be small scale and incremental changes in tranquillity in and around the plan area, 
affected by changes in the levels of light and noise pollution.  

B.6 Population and community 

Context review 

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:  

 To ‘boost significantly the supply of housing’, local planning authorities should meet the ‘full, 
objectively assessed need for market and affordable housing’ in their area.  They should 
prepare a Strategic Housing Market Assessment to assess their full housing needs, working 
with neighbouring authorities where housing market areas cross administrative boundaries. 
The Strategic Housing Market Assessment should identify the scale and mix of housing and 
the range of tenures that the local population is likely to need over the plan period. 

 With a view to creating ‘sustainable, inclusive and mixed communities’ authorities should 
ensure provision of affordable housing onsite or externally where robustly justified. 

 In rural areas, when exercising the duty to cooperate with neighbouring authorities, local 
planning authorities should be responsive to local circumstances and plan housing 
development to reflect local needs, particularly for affordable housing, including through rural 
exception sites where appropriate.  Authorities should consider whether allowing some market 
housing would facilitate the provision of affordable housing to meet local needs. 

 The NPPF attaches great importance to the design of the built environment. It explains how 

good design is a key aspect in sustainable development, and how development should 
improve the quality of the area over its lifetime, not just in the short term.  Good architecture 

                                                                                                                         
33 See: http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/countryside/tranquil-places/item/1791-  

http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/countryside/tranquil-places/item/1791-


Sustainability Appraisal for the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan 
 

  

  

Project Reference: SA for the CCNP  

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
 
 

and landscaping are important, with the use of design codes contributing to the delivery of 
high quality outcomes.  Design should reinforce local distinctiveness, raise the standard more 
generally in the area and address the connections between people and places.  

 The social role of the planning system involves ‘supporting vibrant and healthy communities’.  

 The planning system can play an important role in facilitating social interaction and creating 
healthy, inclusive communities 

 Promote the retention and development of local services and community facilities such as 
local shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, public houses and places of 
worship. 

 Ensure that developments create safe and accessible environments where crime and disorder, 
and the fear of crime, do not undermine quality of life or community cohesion.  Places should 
contain clear and legible pedestrian routes, and high quality public spaces, which encourage 
the active and continual use of public areas. 

 Ensuring that there is a ‘sufficient choice of school places’ is of ‘great importance’ and there is 
a need to take a ‘proactive, positive and collaborative approach’ to bringing forward 
‘development that will widen choice in education’.  

Baseline summary 

Current baseline 

According to the most recent census data available, in 2011 the total population of the two parishes 

which make up the Neighbourhood Plan area was 19,41634.  This was an increase of 3,858 since the 
2001 census, or a 23.8% growth in the plan area’s population.  Of the two parishes, Calne Town has 
experienced the largest increase in population in the same period, reflecting the amount of housing 
development which has taken within the parish since 2001.  

The population density of the plan area is 4.02 people per hectare.  Within Calne Town, population 
density rises to 31.2 persons per hectare. 

In regards to the two parishes in the Neighbourhood Plan area, Calne Town and Calne Without, both 
have a broadly similar age structure, with Calne Without having a larger proportion of the population 
that is over the age of 45.  Whilst most age groups are broadly similar to Wilshire and England 
averages, fewer (21.1%) residents in the plan area are aged 60 or over, which is lower than Wiltshire 
(24%), and England (22%) averages.  

In terms of ethnicity, 94.9% of the population in the plan area is classed as White British.  This is a 
higher proportion than South West (91.8%) and England (79.8%) averages.  

Whilst there are no statistics at the ward or parish level for housing-related data, data from DCLG 
indicates that the median selling price of property in 2013 was £202,000 in Wiltshire, which was higher 
than the England median selling price of £184,000.  This is an increase from £185,000 in 2008.  In 
terms of the house price to income ratio, which illustrates the multiple of the average income in the 
area to average house price, the affordability ratio for Wiltshire in 2013 was 8.06, and decrease from 

8.16 in 2012.  This is significantly higher than the ratio for England (6.72)35. 

Although there are no figures at ward or parish level, there were 271 applications for housing 
assistance in Wiltshire. 88.6% of these applications were approved, considerably higher than the 
51.9% of applications in the South West region. 

                                                                                                                         
34 Office for National Statistics (2011) Neighbourhood Statistics [online] available at: 

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/ (accessed on 23/09/14) 
35 DCLG, statistics sourced from Shelter Housing Databank website: 

http://england.shelter.org.uk/professional_resources/housing_databank [accessed 09/14) 

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/
http://england.shelter.org.uk/professional_resources/housing_databank
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According to the Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2010, the most deprived areas of the Neighbourhood 
Plan area are located in the central area of Calne with least deprived areas located in Quemerford. 

In the Neighbourhood Plan area, parish-specific information is relatively limited for the Indices of 
Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2010.  Within the parishes which make up the CCNP area, the datasets for 
the Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2010 are limited to providing a general outline of the four 
‘selected characteristics’ of assessment for deprivation: employment (any member of a household not 
a full-time student is either unemployed or long-term sick); education (no person in the household has 
at least level 2 education, and no person aged 16-18 is a full-time student); health and disability (any 
person in the household has general health ‘bad or ‘very bad’ or has a long term health problem); and 
housing (household’s accommodation is either overcrowded, with an occupancy rating -1 or less, or is 
in a shared dwelling, or has no central heating). Therefore the dataset does not express in any great 
detail the dimensions of deprivation which the affects the plan area, and instead highlights the number 
of characteristics of deprivation that households experience.  

In this context, according to the IMD 2010, 3,929 households (49.7%) in the Neighbourhood Plan area 
are deemed to be not deprived, with 32.5% of households found to be deprived in one dimension of 
deprivation (2,567 households). 17.6% of the population express two to three indices of dep rivation.   

Overall, according to the same criteria, Calne experiences relatively less deprivation than Wiltshire as a 
whole. 

In comparison to national averages, general health across the plan area is relatively favourable, with 
85.5% of the population’s general health classified as very good or good, and 25.3% of adults 
partaking in three or more 30-minute sessions of moderate intensity activity per week.  

However in comparison to Wiltshire averages, there remain a number challenges for the plan area 

relating to health.  According to the Wiltshire Intelligence Network36 expected life expectancy in the 
Calne Community Area, within which the plan area is situated, is lower in direct comparison to the rest 
of the county.  In this context of the 20 areas considered in Wiltshire, life expectancy at birth in Calne 
for males is 80.2 years which is 17 th of the 20 areas considered and 84.3 years for females, which is 

10th of the 20 areas considered (see Figure 10.1).  Public Health England37 suggests that in Wiltshire 

the difference in life expectancy between the most and least deprived is 6.7 years for males and 3.8 
years for women. This is considerably lower than the national averages for men (8.9 years) and women 
(6 years). 

In terms of child health, children in the school reception year in Wiltshire had their heights and weights 
measured in 2010/11 and 23.2% of school children in Calne were found to be overweight or obese.  
Compared to an average of 21% in the county, Calne ranks low (24 th) out of the 30 community areas in 
Wiltshire under this measure. 

Overall, of the total population of the Neighbourhood Plan area, 15.5% have been classified as 

suffering from long-term health problems or disability (3,016 people)38.  

Future baseline 

The population of the plan area is predicted to grow and age in the future.  This will place pressure on 
existing health and community facilities that are likely to face greater demand from residents; although 
it should be noted that the Core Strategy makes provision for health facilities to support growth. 

Obesity is seen as an increasing issue by health professionals, and one that will contribute to 
significant health impacts on individuals, including increasing the risk of a range of diseases, including 
heart disease, diabetes and some forms of cancer. 

                                                                                                                         
36 Wiltshire Intelligence Network (2012) http://www.wiltshirejsa.org.uk/location-issue/calne-2/health-wellbeing/life-expectancy-

healthy-life-expectancy/#! (accessed on 09/2014) 
37 Public Health England (2013) Health Inequality Indicators for Local Authorities and Primary Care Organisations [online] 

available at: http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=110505 (accessed on 09/2014) 
38 ONS (2014) Neighbourhood Statistics [online] available at: http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/ 

(accessed 24/09/14) 

http://www.wiltshirejsa.org.uk/location-issue/calne-2/health-wellbeing/life-expectancy-healthy-life-expectancy/
http://www.wiltshirejsa.org.uk/location-issue/calne-2/health-wellbeing/life-expectancy-healthy-life-expectancy/
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=110505
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/
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Medical advances, including linked to improved diagnosis, pharmaceutical innovations and 
technological enhancements have the potential to lead to improvements in the prediction, prevention 
and treatment of illnesses  

B.7 Economy and enterprise 

Context review 

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:  

 The planning system can make a contribution to building a strong, responsive economy by 
‘ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places and at the right 
time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and coordinating development 
requirements, including the provision of infrastructure’.  

 Capitalise on ‘inherent strengths’, and to meet the ‘twin challenges of global competition and 
of a low carbon future’.  

 Support new and emerging business sectors, including positively planning for ‘clusters or 
networks of knowledge driven, creative or high technology industries’.  

 Support competitive town centre environments.   

 Edge of town developments should only be considered where they have good access.  This 
should be followed with an impact assessment to ensure the town centre remains viable in the 
long term.   

 Enhance and retain markets is also outlined.   

 Support the sustainable growth and expansion of all types of business and enterprise in rural 
areas and promote the development and diversification of agricultural and other land -based 
rural businesses. 

Baseline summary 

Current baseline 

The population of the plan area is fairly well qualified, with 26.6% of residents aged 16 and above 

having at least a Level 4 Qualification39.  This is similar to the unitary level (29.5%) but lower than both 

the regional (27.4%) and national (27.4%) averages40.  Fewer people in the plan area have no 
qualifications (19.2%) than the regional (20.7%) and national average (22.5%); this is however higher 
than the figure for Wiltshire (18.6%). 

The overall economic activity rate in the Calne area (73.9%) is the same as the Wiltshire rate (73.9%); 
and higher than the regional (70.2%) and national (69.9%) figures.  4% of residents aged 16 to 74 in the 
plan area are economically inactive students.  This compares to 3.3% in Wiltshire, 4.9% in the South 
West and 5.8% in England. 

There are nine schools in the plan area.  These are all located in the vicinity of Calne town, with the 
exception of Derry Hill C of E Primary School, which is the west of the plan area.  John Bentley School 
is the main secondary school in the town.  

A higher proportion of residents in the plan area are employed in manufacturing than Wiltshire, regional 
and national averages; whilst Calne is underrepresented compared to Wiltshire averages in terms of 
‘financial and insurance activities’, ‘professional, scientific and technical’ and ‘information and 
communication’.  Calne and Wiltshire both have a significant proportion of the workforce working in 

                                                                                                                         
39 Level 4 and above qualifications cover: Degree (BA, BSc), Higher Degree (MA, PhD, PGCE), NVQ Level 4-5, HNC, HND, RSA 
Higher Diploma, BTEC Higher Level, Professional Qualifications (Teaching, Nursing, Accountancy).  
40 ONS (2011) Census 2011, Qualifications and Students (KS501EW) 
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public administration and defence, linked to the presence of a number public bodies and Ministry of 
Defence sites locally.  

The Wiltshire Workspace and Employment Land Review notes that office jobs in Wiltshire are mainly 
located in the primary settlements of Chippenham and Trowbridge, but there is a small cluster in 

Calne41. 

Calne is an important local service and employment centre. In addition to shops and offices in the 
town centre, employment in the town is provided by the Porte Marsh industrial estate, the Beversbrook 
Business Park, and a number of larger industries located elsewhere around the town.  

Future baseline 

A reliance on manufacturing, public administration and defence has the potential to lead to negative 
effects in terms of the local economy should these industries scale down operations, close down or 
relocate.  In this context there is a need to diversify the local employment base in order to increase 
resilience to external impacts, particularly from public sector spending cuts.  

The occupational profile of the plan area is generally well-balanced; however there is a slight 
overrepresentation in low-skilled process, plant and machine operative occupations.  Attracting 
higher-skilled and knowledge-based professional occupations has the potential to bring the balance 
more in-line with national, regional and Wiltshire averages.  A move towards these jobs would also likely 
increase the spending power of the local economy. 

  

                                                                                                                         
41 Roger Tym and Partners (2011) Wiltshire Workspace and Employment Land Review [online] available at: 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/wcs-workspace-and-employment-land-review-main-report-feb-2012.pdf (accessed 09/2014) 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/wcs-workspace-and-employment-land-review-main-report-feb-2012.pdf
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