
 

1 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

  

 

1. Introduction  

1.1. These comments set out Wiltshire Council’s response to the Independent 

Examiner’s initial enquiries to the Qualifying Body as part of the 

examination of the draft Preshute Neighbourhood Plan 2021 – 2036 

(Submission Plan), referred to hereafter as the ‘draft Plan’. It is 

recognised that the purpose of these initial enquires is to seek 

clarification to better understand the authors’ intentions, but Wiltshire 

Council as Local Planning Authority has also been invited to comment 

where appropriate. 

2. Wiltshire Council comments  

2.1. The table below sets out comments to the Independent Examiner’s initial 

questions where comment from Wiltshire Council has been invited.  

 

Question Response 

Policy PRES 5 
 
Q.14 
I note that the policy refers to 
undesignated heritage assets, 
but this plan does not 
designate any? Can Wiltshire 
Council confirm whether there 
are already non designated 
heritage assets identified in the 
parish and if they are should 
they be shown also on the 
mapping, which only shows 
listed buildings?  

There are multiple non-designated heritage assets located 
within the parish. Within Wiltshire Council’s Regulation 14 
consultation response the following advice was issued:  
“Heritage assets are not confined to Scheduled Monuments 
and Listed Buildings, but also include the numerous 
undesignated assets (not protected by law) that could be the 
focus of local policy. If this avenue is one that you wish to 
explore, you may wish to consult with the Wiltshire Historic 
Environment Record (HER), the definitive database of 
heritage assets within the county, which may facilitate the 
inclusion of a fully comprehensive map of the archaeological 
resource within Preshute.” 
It is not clear whether the authors acted upon this advice 
and consulted the Wiltshire Historic Environment Record 
(WHER), who could supply them with a map of said assets, 
along with a text description of each one.  
If this was not undertaken and indeed the parish wish to 
map these to support the policy, and the Independent 
Examiner feels this is appropriate at this stage, then the 
Qualifying Body could approach the WHER and map these 
assets.  

Draft Preshute Neighbourhood Plan 2021-2036

Wiltshire Council  response to  John Slater  Independent Examiner, Initial

Enquiries

13th  September  2022



 

2 | P a g e  
 

Policy PRES 6 
 
Q.15 
Can Wiltshire Council confirm 
which types of planning 
applications are required to be 
accompanied by a Landscape 
and Visual Impact Assessment 
(LVIA), as set out in its Local 
Validation Requirements and 
has that list been reviewed in 
the last 2 years? 

2.2. Within the Wiltshire Core Strategy the supporting 
text to Core Policy 51 notes the following:  

“Applications for development which would by its nature, 
scale, appearance or location have the potential to change 
local landscape character must be accompanied by a 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment.” 
Typically, this means an LVIA is required for major 
development. The flexibility provided by the above wording 
means it is not necessary for all development/schemes to be 
accompanied by an LVIA. In some instances, whereby 
schemes have the potential to generate adverse landscape 
or visual effects, but it is deemed a more proportionate 
approach is acceptable, then a Landscape and Visual 
Appraisal (LVA) may be required. Both LVIA & LVA follow 
the same guidelines and approach advocated by GLVIA3 
but LVIA’s must assess whether the resulting effects are 
likely to be Significant in terms of the EIA Regulations, 
whereas the LVA doesn’t need to do this and is often used 
where a more proportionate approach to the assessment of 
landscape and visual effects is appropriate / required. 
 
Within the Validation checklist the following information is 
listed under both the Full and Outline validation checklist: 
 
“Landscape and visual impact appraisal 
 
When required 
Proposals for major development or waste management 
facility within or adjacent to an area of outstanding 
natural beauty 
 
What information is required? 
A professional landscape and visual impact assessment that 
demonstrates the impacts on the character and 
appearance of the landscape and includes an appropriate 
mitigation strategy 
 
Planning Policy and Where to look for further 
assistance 
National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 109 and 116 
and Policy WDC 7 of the Wiltshire and Swindon 
Waste Development Control Policy DPD” 
 
The Local Validation Requirements have not been reviewed 
within the last 2 years.  

Policy PRES 6 
 
Q.18.  

Wiltshire Core Strategy Core Policy 1 sets out The 
Settlement Strategy for Wiltshire. At paragraph 4.16 it is 
outlined that: 
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I note that the settlement 
boundary was adopted in 
2020. Can Wiltshire Council 
identify which development 
plan document adopted the 
settlement boundary and point 
me to the relevant 
development plan policy 
relating to settlement 
boundaries? Will settlement 
boundaries be reviewed in the 
context of the Local Plan 
Review? 

 
“there is a general presumption against development outside 
the defined limits of development of the Principal 
Settlements, Market Towns, Local Service Centres and 
Large Villages. However, some very modest development 
may be appropriate at Small Villages, to respond to local 
needs and to contribute to the vitality of rural communities. 
Any development at Small Villages will be carefully 
managed by Core Policy 2 and the other relevant polices of 
this plan.” 
 
Within the supporting text to Core Policy 1 it is outlined that 
the settlement boundaries will be reviewed as part of the 
Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations and Chippenham Site 
Allocations DPDs in order to ensure they are up to date and 
can adequately reflect changes which have happened since 
they were first established. It also outlines it will be the 
prerogative of the community to review settlement 
boundaries through a neighbourhood plan.  
 
Where Marlborough is concerned the settlement boundary 
was reviewed as part of the Wiltshire Housing Site 
Allocations Plan. Following this review the revised and 
adopted settlement boundary for Marlborough can be found 
within Appendix A (East HMA) to the Wiltshire Housing Site 
Allocations Plan.  
 
It is not anticipated that settlement boundaries will be 
reviewed as part of the Local Plan Review.  

Policy PRES 7 
 
Q.21. 
If the site has no impact on 
heritage uses, why should an 
applicant be expected to 
submit a heritage statement? 
Can Wiltshire Council set out 
under what conditions a 
planning application would be 
expected to be accompanied 
by a heritage statement? 

Initially it is encouraged that any potential applicant submit a 
pre-planning enquiry to Wiltshire Council which will 
ultimately facilitate discussions with the Wiltshire Council 
Archaeology Service (WCAS) to see if there are any 
heritage issues. If there are, the WCAS will advise that any 
future planning application be accompanied by a heritage 
statement, and if required, carry out predetermination 
investigations of the site so that Wiltshire Council can give a 
fully-informed response to a full application. 
In general, anything smaller than a single house will not 
need a heritage statement, although that would depend on 
the proximity of any significant heritage assets.  

 

 


