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WHAT SHOULD CORSHAM  

PEOPLE

CHARACTER

Corsham is a historic market town which sits 
in an important location. Together with the area 
that surrounds it, the town has a rich history in 
communications and the military and has seen 
substantial recent growth in key sectors. This 

opportunities and infrastructure that the town 
has to offer.     

WHERE 
SHOULD 

NEW JOBS BE 
LOCATED?

HOW DO 
WE CONNECT 
PEOPLE AND 

PLACES?

WHAT 
ASSETS DO 

WE NEED TO 
PROTECT?

HOW 
DO WE 

MAKE THE 
MOST OF THE 

TOWN’S 
ASSETS?

HOW 
MUCH 

GROWTH 
SHOULD 

THERE BE?



5

BE LIKE IN THE FUTURE?

MOVEMENT

HERITAGE 

PROSPERITY

HOW DO 
WE SUPPORT 
THE DIGITAL 
ECONOMY?

WHAT 
ADDITIONAL 

SERVICES WILL 
WE NEED?

HOW DO 
WE SUPPORT 

LOCAL 
BUSINESS?

CULTURE

HOW DO WE 
SUPPORT 
TOURISM?

HOW DO 
WE IMPROVE 

LEISURE 
PROVISION?

HOW DO 
WE PROTECT 

GREEN 
SPACES?

WHAT 
SHOULD 

HAPPEN IN THE 
VILLAGES?
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

activity, the Corsham area today is a remarkable place 

out a long term vision to help shape the nature of future 
development and growth in the Corsham Community Area, 

The area’s earliest economic activity was predominantly 
centred on agriculture and its associated wool industry 
however, it was the establishment of transport infrastructure 

was highly sought after for stone masonry and characterised 

the mines were later re-purposed to store munitions or were 
transformed into secret ‘shadow’ factories to support the 

continued through the Cold War, which saw the underground 
spaces used for nationally critical infrastructure and the site 

to Corsham and as such, they continue to play a key role in 

This technological activity, together with specialist 
infrastructure and skilled workforce has in turn, encouraged 

environment has helped to make the Corsham community 

efforts and to continue the natural correlation of place and 

appropriate mechanism/bodies needed to coordinate the 

The challenge for the Area Framework is to establish an 
appropriate balance between potential future growth to 
ensure the future prosperity, the realisation of the potential of 
its physical assets, innovation and wider ambitions and the 

The Framework is structured in three sections: 

INTRODUCTION: This outlines the purpose of the report 
and activities undertaken to inform the preparation of the 

PRINCIPLES OF CHANGE: This describes the transition 
from describing and understanding the current nature of the 

This section provides objectives to help guide proposals and 

CORSHAM AREA FRAMEWORK: This details the key 
projects and initiatives in terms of what they are, where they 
are located and why they are relevant to each area of the 

A key observation from the consultation process is that the 
Corsham Community Area comprises many distinct and 

more detailed level, the issues and aspirations for each are 

Community Area as comprising three distinct spatial 

To establish a clear approach to future growth that is 
sustainable and holistic, the following strategic proposals 
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PROTECT THE INTEGRITY OF THE VILLAGES
The villages are an important component of the area’s 

As an approach the individual character and integrity of 

Opportunities that integrate sustainable agriculture, social 
infrastructure, conservation and tourism opportunities 

strategic infrastructure connections to promote a shift to 
more sustainable modes of travel that encourage active 
lifestyles and reduce congestion; the ‘Corsham Link’ a 
walking and cycling link connecting the town centre with 
Hartham Park, West Corsham and the site for a new railway 

REFOCUS CENTRAL CORSHAM

as a distinct place and to facilitate growth that integrates 

The proposals and initiatives for ‘Central Corsham’ 

growth to the south of the railway line with strong pedestrian 
connections to the town centre; a package of enhancements 

for the town centre; and review the opportunity for a new 

CREATE WEST CORSHAM

Corsham present challenges relating to connection, identity 

opportunity through careful planning, to create an identity for 

The proposals and initiatives for ‘West Corsham’ include: 

development and enhancing social infrastructure with an 
emphasis on transforming the roads between facilities 
and places into ‘streets’; and a package of environmental 
enhancement measures linked to redevelopment and site 
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1
INTRODUCTION

This section outlines the purpose of the 
framework and the activities undertaken to 
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Wiltshire Council appointed Arup and Cushman & 

Framework is to set out a long term vision to help shape 
the nature of future development and growth in the 

A steering group was assembled to inform and assist the 

This document describes the process that was 
undertaken in preparation of the Framework and 
concludes with a series of potential proposals that will 

The Framework is supported by two further reports that 

INTRODUCTION

The town of Corsham and its surrounding landscape and 
settlements have undergone an interesting and unusual 

area’s digital infrastructure and educational functions are of 

Today, the area’s notable economic opportunities together 
with its attractiveness as a place to live, continue to assert 

may be desirable to support the long-term prosperity 

consideration must be given to the nature and possible 

The purpose of the Area Framework is to establish what sort 
of place Corsham should be in the future and then set out a 

The Framework gives consideration to the key issues facing 

1.1

Framework will:

 - Add detail to and enhance the plan for the Corsham 

 - Act as a precursor to and inform the Corsham 

 -

 - Form a material consideration in the determination of 
future planning applications once the Area Framework 
is taken forward by Wiltshire Council and adopted as a 

Please note that for the purpose of this study, the Framework 
area is identical to that of the Corsham Community Area 
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“... develop a high quality strategy and masterplan that will 
attract and channel new investment into the town and the 
wider settlement area.”
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April 2015: A walk around Corsham town 

characteristics of Corsham and plans for 

12

1.2

The Area Framework has been developed as part of 

preparation of the Corsham Area Framework as a 
collaborative process Wiltshire Council established a 

The steering group comprised representatives from: 

Throughout the preparation of the Area Framework there 
have been a planned series of discussions, meetings, 
site visits, facilitated workshops and a stakeholder 

stakeholders have helped shaped the framework is 

THE PROCESS OF COLLABORATION 1.2

STEERING GROUP MEETING

SITE VISITS

CORSHAM WALKING TOUR

INCEPTION MEETING

the current level of activities, facilities, wider 
land holdings, and to understand their use of 

project team understand the range of 
interests and perspectives, clarify the 
relationship between the Framework 

understand the concurrent studies, and 
discuss the relationship and role of the 

steering group to identify any knowledge 
gaps and key issues to be included in the 

the baseline report was issued to the 
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series of meetings and feedback 
sessions between the project team 
to discuss progress and content of 
the Framework report and discuss 

STEERING GROUP MEETING

COLLABORATIVE WORKSHOP

PUBLIC REALM WORKSHOP
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PRESENTATION

June 2015: A discussion of the issues, 
opportunities and development principles 

need to ensure the report addresses the 

 
The meeting focused on a discussion of 

Corsham as a collection of separate ‘places’ 
which vary in form, function and character, 
and discussed the character of the ‘gap’ 

the baseline position and key issues for the 
Area Framework, and discuss key elements 

attended by representatives from Wiltshire 
Council, Corsham Town Council, the 

The workshop comprised a series of brief 
presentations to the workshop attendees, 
wider group discussions and smaller group June 2015: Attendance at a stakeholder 

of discussions, ideas and common themes 
relating to the public realm study were 

was attended by local residents, business 

comments from the collaborative 
workshop, present the emerging 
Corsham Area Framework and 

delivery strategy, and gather 
feedback to inform the reporting 

STEERING GROUP MEETING
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 - Environment: 
space around the town is a positive asset and should be 

 - The town has a range of good 
facilities but some perception that it lacks entertainment 

 - Connectivity: The historic and more recent areas of 

 - Land south of the railway: Considered to be a potential 
development opportunity in the longer term which would 

14

OUTCOMES OF THE CONSULTATION PROCESS 1.3

Throughout the preparation of the Area Framework there 
have been a planned series of discussions, meetings and 

this process of collaboration was a facilitated workshop 

The purpose of the workshop was to:

 - Help to engender positive and collaborative relations 

 -
agree key issues and constraints to be addressed in 

 -

 -
activities and issues affecting the Community Area, 

 - Part 2: A series of Themed small group discussions 
organised by four ‘places’: Corsham; Westwells, 

The majority of the comments received centred on Corsham 

 - Character: 
identities: business, education, digital, historic and 

what type of place Corsham town centre should be: 

of character and identity is different depending on 

 - Town centre vibrancy:
general lack of vibrancy in the town centre which 

Opportunities to increase the retail/ employment use and 

 -

 -

over need and appropriateness of a larger supermarket 

 - Education:

Court, specialist digital and cyber education via Corsham 
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 -  Consensus that west Corsham has no coherent 
identity, is unclear in terms of point of arrival, and has 
no sense of a ‘heart’ or centre, either in a functional or 

 - Cohesion: The area currently comprises a series of 
disparate uses that have little relationship to each other; 

 -
of the current proposed land uses and general consensus 
that it could be better if the area was planned as a 

 - Land use: There was no consensus as to whether 
this area should predominantly be a place for living or 
working; this led to a general acceptance that there 
will be substantial areas of both and that there needs 

 - Tourism: 

 - Local business:

villages, to respond to local needs and to contribute to the 

 - Westwells: Considered to lack identity on arrival from the 

 -
strong character, close knit, green spaces with future 

 -

 -  Considered to have good levels 

The settlements ‘identify’ with different locations due to 

want to be secondary to Corsham but a joined-up approach 

 - Connectivity: 
connections between settlements - generally a lack of 

services between outlying settlements but a desire to 

 -

 - Colerne:
relationship to the rest of the Community Area due to 

 - Hartham Park: 
Corsham and feel more part of the town to share the 

 -  

 - Lacock: A strong identity has been established due to 
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The focus of this section is to chart the 
transition in thinking from describing and 
understanding the current nature of the 
Corsham area, to visioning what it should be 

2
PRINCIPLES OF CHANGE
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development threatens to continue the 
Protect against the coalescence of individual settlements by 

positive townscape character however, reinforce the individual identity of each settlement

The landscape setting is highly valued 
however, in some locations its integrity is 

The landscape should be protected and enhanced where 

The settlements have individual identities 
but the connectivity issues pose issues 
for appropriate retail and service provision 

Clarify the function and hierarchical relationship of each 

Corsham is an attractive location for 
development with related packages of enhancement and 

infrastructure and capability of national and 

FRAMEWORK PRINCIPLES 2.1

developed a revised set of principles that respond directly 
to the key issues revealed through the baseline analysis 

to shape a vision of the future Corsham and provide 

Together, these principles describe a place that celebrates 
and cherishes its heritage and landscape whilst embracing 

viable and visitors are drawn to the areas many diverse 

EXTRACT FROM THE FRAMEWORK BRIEF TO 
CONSULTANTS (FEBRUARY 2015)
 
“The key principles to be addressed in developing the 
Corsham Area Framework are: 
 
A place to live, work, learn and play...

 - A place to do business...
 - Building on the history of the town...
 - An improved retail offer...
 - A vibrant business location building on digital capability...
 - Recognition of the value of MoD...
 - An accessible town centre...”
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Facilitate the integration, growth and evolution of the area’s education 

The town centre has suffered with empty retail units in the main shopping Encourage new businesses and create greater accessibility to the 

Protect, celebrate and communicate the Community Area’s distinct 

considers energy, waste, water and biodiversity and coordinates these 
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THE FRAMEWORK AREAS 2.2

Whilst the framework principles help to establish a vision 
for the whole of the Corsham Community Area, a key 

with regard to settlement, the Community Area comprises 
many distinct and separate places all within a wider 

Corsham Community Area as comprising three distinct areas 

of the issues that affect them: 

 -  The wider landscape setting and 
the village settlements;

 -  The historic town and its 
contiguous urban development; and

 -  The collection of developments to the 

This distinction allows a coherent vision to be established for 
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‘West Corsham’ seeks to give development a strong steer at 
the western side of Corsham, creating a strong identify and Corsham town centre and around the town in order to across the Community Area, including smaller villages and 

CORSHAM

CORSHAM
RUDLOE

WEST 
CORSHAM
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3
THE CORSHAM AREA FRAMEWORK

This section sets out strategic moves 

organised into three areas:

Within each area key projects and initiatives 
are described in terms of what they are, 
where they are and why they are relevant to 
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CORSHAM

Each settlement will retain its own distinct character and 
opportunities to celebrate and protect distinct cultural 

Connections between the settlements and central/ west 

be established to link Hartham Park with the town, railway 

Opportunities to link the water and vegetation assets to 
create ‘blue-green corridors’, recreational facilities and enrich 

niches (including digital, agricultural, leisure and recreation, 
media and creative industries and tourism) and develop 

intended to help identify the primary objectives for the Area 

INTEGRATE GREATER CORSHAM 3.1

WEST 
CORSHAM
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derived from the baseline appraisal and through consultation 

follows:

 - Protect and celebrate the distinct identity of smaller 
settlements

 -
environment

 -

address issues and opportunities and help re-integrate 

Protect the integrity of the villages

The Corsham Link

TO 

TO 

Protect the integrity of the villages

The Corsham Link
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The pattern of built development in the Corsham 

settlement, Corsham Town, surrounded by smaller 

the town has grown in response to its evolving function, 

outlying settlements have predominantly resulted from the 
areas agricultural function however, today they have limited 

variety of economic activities and through its town 

Correspondingly, the viability of the town centre would also 

development have had a detrimental effect on the town’s 

essential that new development is coordinated, sustainable 
and contributes to improvement, rather than worsening its 

 -
and west, there has been sporadic 
development further to the west 

However, development is not 
coordinated and does not constitute 

 - There is no ‘centre’ and more recent 
development has occurred away 

 - The pattern of sporadic piecemeal 
growth continues as numerous 

This risks eroding the undeveloped 
area between the town and the west 
and risk of amorphous, unplanned 

 - Current permissions total 402 

development (of which some has 

 - Current applications total 350 

 - The town of Corsham is constrained 
to the north and east by landscape 

 -
and west, however this is sprawling 

Planning application site - not determined

Planning application site - approved

Landscape designations
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The villages are an important component of the area’s 

opportunities however, as an approach the individual 

associated with the villages

To address these issues and establish a clear approach to 
future growth that is sustainable and holistic, the following 

The town of Corsham has many assets however, in recent 
years its growth has led to urban sprawl that has become 

challenges of poor connectivity and has compromised the 

community and strengthens the economic performance of 

challenges relating to connection, identity and increase 

an integrated part of the town or a discrete place in their 

economic activity represent an opportunity through careful 
planning, to establish a distinct new place that is well-
structured, cohesive and better serves the area as a living 

Potential development sites

Preserve green setting and character to 

settlements

3.
1
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 - The village is located within the 
Cotswold Area of Outstanding 

 -

over vehicle speeds and poor 
opportunities for crossing, road 

 - Pedestrian access over the bridge 

meaning restricted views of the 

 - The Parish Council has prepared an 

The Corsham Community Area (CCA) is divided into 

and hamlets that have developed along key movement 

at least 1,395 new homes will be provided in the CCA, of 
which 1,220 new dwellings will be provided at Corsham 
with the remaining 175 across the other settlements in 

development may be appropriate within these villages to 
respond to the local needs and to contribute to the vitality 
of rural communities, improving the level of services and 

integrated to ensure the distinct integrity of the smaller 
settlements is protected, allowing communities to 

and enhancement proposals should be developed in 

may be appropriate it is important to identify the key 

by the relevant policies set out within the Wiltshire Core 

 -

 -
facilities in Corsham preferring to 

 -

 - Concerns have been raised over 
vehicular speeds, parking and road 

 - The Parish Council has prepared an 
Action Plan and begun production of 

 - The village offers a limited range of 
business services and facilities and 
has poor broadband provision in 

 - The village has an established 
identity, owned almost in its entirety 

 -
canal, located to the north east of 
village, is undergoing restoration 
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Within the wider Corsham Community Area, development 

Within the wider Community Area proposals that integrate 
sustainable agriculture, social infrastructure, conservation 
and tourism business opportunities, of an appropriate scale, 

of the settlements should be encouraged, including stone 

super-fast broadband across the Community Area to 
facilitate small businesses and working from home as well as 

 - Any proposals for development should be limited to 

appropriate and safeguarding agricultural and amenity 

 -
development boundary lines to ensure uses support the 

likely to include community-led developments that support 
local businesses and social enterprise and affordable 

 -

 - Consider surface materials, street furniture, tree planting, 
opportunities for improved crossing facilities, measures 

village business signage, and opportunities for improved 

 -

that encourages people to enjoy and value the woods and 

 -
connecting to the woods and supporting educational 

3.
1

Current planning application (demolition 

Public realm enhancements

Woodland walk

Woodland area
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 -

Appropriate development is likely to include community-
led developments that support local businesses, social 

 -

 -

 -

areas, surface materials, street furniture, tree planting, 
opportunities for improved crossing facilities, measures 
to reduce vehicle speeds, opportunities for additional on-

 -

marketing of the trail and the tourist and cultural heritage 

 -

ASHLEY

LONGSPLATT

DITTERIDGE
BOX HILL

HENLEY

BOX

Public realm enhancements

Town circuit

Walking route to Colerne
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 -

Appropriate development is likely to include community 
led developments that support local businesses, social 
enterprise, affordable housing that meets local needs and 
tourist development of an appropriate scale

 -

 -
connects to Lacock, creating a resource for the local 

 -
and wetland habitats for endangered species along the 

 -

NOTTON

LACOCK
P

RIVER AVON / 
CHIPPENHAM

CANAL 
WALK

LACKHAM 
COLLEGE

BYDE BROOK 
WALK TO 

CORSHAM

TOWN 
LOOP

NATIONAL 
ROUTE 403

3.
1

Education - Lackham College

Heritage asset - Lacock Abbey
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The Area Framework provides the opportunity to identify 

Corsham area that should be implemented to ensure the 
delivery of sustainable development in accordance with 

Opportunities to promote a shift to more sustainable 
modes of travel that encourage active lifestyles, reduce 
congestion, and help improve the environment should be 

 -
station at Corsham and the provision of bus-rail links;

 -
rural settlements and Corsham town centre; and

 - Addressing the increased pressures on rural roads, in 

To address these issues the following strategic moves 
have been developed:

 

WALKING AND CYCLING 
 -

a 15-minute walking catchment 
distance however pedestrian 
connectivity is limited by the 
street layout meaning the effective 

catchment, cycling and potentially 
bus use provides a more attractive 

 -

and interconnectivity of these routes 

 -

footpaths, often only on one side 

 -

served by bus routes with regular 

A4 which provides a direct link to 

to encourage sustainable travel and 
to accommodate future growth, there 
would be a need to address the 

 -
Corsham focuses on the town and 

 - Corsham has few off-road cycle 
paths or on-road lanes

 - Cycling may be less practical in 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
 - The town is well served by bus 

services to Trowbridge, with all 

 -
destinations are focused on more 
local journeys with residents working 

to interchange onto other public 

 -

coach operators, some services are 

in the area lacks connectivity and 
this creates a reliance on the car to 

WALKING AND CYCLING
-

a 15-minute walking catchment
distance however pedestrian
connectivity is limited by the 
street layout meaning the effective 

catchment, cycling and potentially 
bus use provides a more attractive 

-

and interconnectivity of these routes

-

footpaths, often only on one side

-

served by bus routes with regular

A4 which provides a direct link to

to encourage sustainable travel and 
to accommodate future growth, there
would be a need to address the 

-
Corsham focuses on the town and 

- Corsham has few off-road cycleff
paths or on-road lanes

- Cycling may be less practical in

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
- The town is well served by bus

services to Trowbridge, with all 

-
destinations are focused on more 
local journeys with residents working 

to interchange onto other public

-

coach operators, some services are

in the area lacks connectivity and
this creates a reliance on the car to
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RURAL ROAD NETWORK 
 - Corsham is well served by the 

A4 which provides a direct link to 

highway capacity in and around 

 -
accommodating future development 
could increase demand for 
travel along the A4 route which 

 -
Fiveways Trading Estate are 
supported as Principal Employment 

from these areas are currently routed 

WALKING TIME FROM TOWN 

CENTRE

< 10 min

10 -15 min

15 - 20min

3.
1
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CYCLE IMPROVEMENTS

both recreation and commuting and strengthen links towards 

include: 

 -  This strategy is detailed 

 -  linking 

 -

motorised user groups, through enhancements to the 

 

 - , creating on-
road cycle links along:

a

c

d
a

b

Corsham shuttle bus service

Create on-road cycle route (a/b)

TO 

TO 

A

B

C

D
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BATH ROAD (A4)
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 - , 

 - Calculate trip generations for the land uses proposed

 - Transport assessments
should include identifying appropriate solutions either 
through mitigation or Travel Plan measures to address 

 -  as appropriate 
to address long term capacity issues, such as junction 
improvements, the replacement of roundabouts and 

 -  serving 
the town centre and business/industrial estates, working 

at key ‘hot spots’ along the route, through improvements 

the capacity of Potley Lane bridge are feasible, consider 

B3353

PICKWICK

NESTON

WESTWELLS

GA

E CORSHAM

Freight movement network

Principal Employment Area

TO 

TO 

3.
1
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Corsham for safe walking and cycling journeys, with 
particularly poor connectivity east-west and northwards 

a green transport link which allows for both leisure and 

social and economic parts of the town - linking current and 

entirety of the route however measures such as improved 

1. TOWN CENTRE LINK

WALKING DISTANCE / TIME: 

This section of the route is discussed in detail in Area 2: 

2. WEST CORSHAM GREENWAY

WALKING DISTANCE / TIME: 1.8km / 22min

This section of the route is discussed in detail in Area 3: 

 -  Consistent signage should be introduced at 
junctions along the route to indicate walking distance 

 -
painted onto the ground) or public art will help promote 
the route as a whole and could raise awareness of other 

 -  

 - Public realm enhancement: 
needed particularly at nodal points between sections of 

materials and boundary treatments with provision of 
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3. HARTHAM PARK LINK

north of the town providing a strong route to Hartham 

track with public right of way until the point where it meets 

The key improvements on this section of the route would 
involve:

 -
 -

 -
 -

 - Where permitted, support walking and cycling access into 

 

550m

750m

35
0m

700m

300m

900m

600m

300m

900m

850m

Town Centre Link

Hartham Park Link

Hartham Park Link - private track

Long distance walking / cycling routes

Public right of way - strategic links

3.
1
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DICKETTS ROAD

VA
LLEY R
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D

FURZEHILL

TRAMWAYS

POCKEREDGE DRIVE

A new station would be within a 10 minute walking 
catchment of the town centre, encouraging sustainable 
travel, reducing pressure on the A4 and connecting rural 

The station, as part of a wider regeneration project, could 
act as a catalyst to unlock the potential of land to the south 

A feasibility study has been undertaken by Wiltshire Council 

Area Framework provides the opportunity to guide the 
future development associated with the opening of a new 

south of the railway line; promoting walking and cycling; 

Wiltshire is well served by rail with a number of different 

rail services also provide more local connections within 

A high proportion of rail trips have an origin or destination 
outside of Wiltshire with only a small number of rail trips 

infrastructure, there would be a need to 
address ‘pinch points’ and constraints 

 -

 -
Lane bridge has limited capacity 

 -
walking and cycling connections 
between the town centre and the 
railway station - connect to the 

 - Opportunity to create a new 

 -
Commercial development

Woodland / planting

Potential station development

Potential development site

Potential site gateway

Potential vehicle access

Potential pedestrian bridge

Pedestrian route - potential
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and the potential rail demand within Wiltshire that would 

Feasibility work has been commissioned by Wiltshire 

Corsham1

on demonstrating a suitable service could operate to serve 
Corsham station through engagement with key partners and 

safeguarded, so that any future development in this location 

any proposals to open a station should be careful to avoid 

Taking into account the constraints of the surrounding area, 
there are two main options for provision of access and 

correspond to differing levels of investment and development 

Option A represents a minimal approach which allows the 

footbridge is provided at the station with parking provided 

Employment land could be reprovided on land to the south of 

ST
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and allow a through-route across the development site to 
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REFOCUS CENTRAL CORSHAM 3.2

supported by localised enhancements to the main movement 

improved as both a local centre to support residents’ needs 

These objectives will be achieved through the promotion of 

environmental enhancements to less attractive areas, will be 

There are opportunities for increasing and diversifying 
employment within the town centre especially in relation 
to the technology sector which will further support local 

The viability of the town centre will be supported by 

people and places and encourage an environment that is not 

40

CORSHAM
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The key observations are as follows:

 - The town’s heritage assets present a strong character but 

 - The town centre’s location on the eastern edge of the 

 - There are educational and economic activities within and 

 -
been to the west which presents issues with connectivity 
to the town centre and the degree of separation between 

 - The reopening of the railway station remains a long term 

 -

 -

A remodelled town centre

Environmental enhancements
The Corsham Link - town centre
A new hotel for Corsham

A remodelled town centre

Environmental enhancements

A new hotel


